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LETTER LVI. 

TO THK REV. DAVI0 WILLIAMS. 

My DEAR Davidj 

I HAVE not written t6 you for these eight days, 
simply because I have not been able to do so. 
The fit has been a severe one, and I feel that I 
am weakened, and see that I am thinned by it, 
beyond almost any preceding example in my 

own experience. My friend W y however, 

was quite indefatigable in his attentions; and* 
every pow and then, some of the new friends I 
have made in Edinburgh would be dropping 
in upon me to relieve the tedium or the agony. 
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4 THJB.^cara; 

(as loiglitfaappBiiy by the diarniB of^eir gd6d«'^ 
humcmlred and (grmpathetic conversation, ]Mtt. 
Ji l l .' V in hk way home from the Pariiameht* 
Hoiise*-^Mr P—— , immediately afta* deliveritr 
ing his lecture — and sometimes Professoi* L ^ '^ 'm I 
and the Ettrick Shepherd, in the course <)fthefr 
walks^ were among my morning visitor^s ; and %' 
bad a regular succession d£poets, artists, and'youir^g 
lawyers sipping coffee in my view every eveni»g/ 
An old maiden lady, iw^rly related toMr W ' i > 
was also particularly kind to me. She smt het^ 
foot-boy ever}* mortiing, with compliments and 
enquiries, and some sniiall jar of sweetmeats, or 
bottte of cordial of her own manufacture— <* 
the like. Indeed, W— — informs m6, that oiife 
day she went so far as to throw out some hiritj 
respecting a visit to the sick man, in proprid 
persond / but pay friend easily spared me thaf 
ackMtion to my uneasinesses, by one or two dry 
rem^ks about '* malicious tongues," and the 
*• rules of propriety." But now, my good friend, 
I am well nigh a sound m^n again, and intend,' 
God willing, to walk out and sun myself in 
Prince's-Street a little while to-mprrow fore7 
noon. 

In the meantime I have had my sofa removejj 
close to the window, which commands a view oT^ 
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atsikOft^Btiteet, communiciiting between St An- 
Andrew's Square and Prince's- Street^andwbich. 
ir tolerably frequented, aithougb not quite so 
xxmch 86 as Icould wish. This, indei^d, is the only 
feultJ^have to find with my hotel — ^it does not 
aSbtd me a sufiieient peep of the bustle and tu^ 
liiult of the city. In the country I like to be 
altogether in the country — but, I think in a 
t6!»wn> above all in a town-hotel, the best satua*- 
tion is'tbat which is nearest the heart of the 
hubbiitb.- "- The heart is rather too strong an ex- 
pressiosi, but I think, there is no use in having 
eyes to see and ears to hear, unless these ave»uecr 
of knowledge are to be brought into something: 
like, Qontact with the busy sounds and sights of 
the^ place- However, even as it is, by help of d 
blight pair of spectacles, and a quick pair of ean^ 
I Intake shift to gather some food for my speeu- 
l^tiif^tt. One thing has already struck me*^IQ»l 
that is^ that there is a much greater number of 
gentlettien in black coats walking about^ than' 
bejfeore I ww confined to my. couch. They seem' 
to have poured into the city during my, jHitesS) 
-niind, indjeaj, I see by the newspapersi^that tfaei 
Gteneral Assembly, or great Anthial Convocati(m/ 
o£4l^ KirkjT ic^ at hand. On these JtshAtl^jiof 
cpu^^,fce€f^. an especial look-out* :. » ^ 
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9 THE CLERGY. 

Those I have already remarked, aeem^ in pa«s« 
ing along, to be chiefly occupied in recogmsdsi; 
and shaking h^ds with each othei^-^nd soqi?* 
times with old acquaintances among the dtizeos 
of the place. Their greetings seem to be giveii 
and returned with a degree of heartiness aad sft* 
tisfaction, which inspires a favourable idea of al} 
parties concerned. I observed only this minute^ 
a thin, hardy-looking minister, in a blue spensev 
over his sables, arrested immediately under my 
window, by a jolly-looking burgher, who, ta 
judge by his obpsity, may probably be in tho 
magistracy, or council at least ^ Hoo d'ye do^ 
Mr Such-a- thing ?" sajid; the oit, (for I ooirid not 
help lifting thp gl^iss. aji inch or two,) <' afid boo 
did ye leave all at Auchtertirlooh Manse ? Yoii 
must come and take your broth with us.** To 
which the man in black replies with a clBpe4 
blandness of modulation*^" Most certainly-^OH 
are exceedingly good — and hoo fares it witl^ 
your good leddy ? Yo^ have lately haji ap addi-* 
tipn to your family." — " I understand ikoro i| 
fri^d in the North,'' cries the other, " th^^you 
are not behind ipe in that particular— twins» 
Doctor ! O, the luck of a man&e !"— Aloud cachin- 
nation follows from both parties, and afte^* a bow, 
arid a scrape — " You will remember four o'doclsi 
on Tuesday, Dr Macalpine." 
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THE CLERGT. ? 

./clothe coarse of an hour or two, I baTe.Uad 
an opportauity of witnessing several other ren- 
ctfmiciters of thejsaine kind, and I feel a sort of 
contemplatiye pleasure in looking upbh them, 
aa so many fcartuitous idylHa presenting tbetb- 
selves. amidst the common thoroughfare of the 
streetSi I. saw, among the rest, one huge ecde-f 
ifiastfioai fijgvre^ of an apoplectic and letfaatgie as- 
peet^ moving slowly along, with his eyes' gog- 
^n0 isi his head, and his tongue hanging out 
of his mouth. He was accosted by an did law- 
yer, whom I had often remarked in the Parlia- 
ment-House, and who seemed to delight in re- 
viving their juvenile remembrances, by using 
the broadest Scots dialect. Amo)ig other obser- 
vations 1 heard, ^ Hech, man ! I never think 
the yill so gude noo as when we war young''— 
-and after some further interchange of senti- 
ments, ** Ye would hear that auld George Piper 
had pappit aff," &c. &;c. &;c. But I see Mr 
W— — 's old yellow chariot at the door — and," 
besides, my fingers won't serve me for a longer 
epistle. 

Ever your's, 

P.M. 
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• P£T£R*S PORTRAIT. 

F. 8. By the way, during my days of ocmva- 
lesoenoe, I have been so vain as to sit for my 
portrait to Mr Jolm Watson, ttie young paint- 
er, of whom I have said something in a former 
letter. I did this at the urgent request of Mr 
Kackwood, the bookseller, who has talyn a ve* 
hement desire to have my effigy among those of 
some Qther groat men J^t his country-house. I 
fear, however, that the state of my health has 
made the painter give^ me a face at leasj^ ten 
years too old. 
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LBrFTEH LVII. 

TO THE SAJtfE. 



J J 



'13iin . i - 

^^^^I^-^^:lJ^ -seeing that I had recovered a 
considerable measure of my vigour, insisted up- 
on jcanying me with him to make my bow at 
the levee of the Earl of Morton, who has come 
down as the King^s Lord High Commissioner 
to the General Assembly of this year- Detest- 
ing, as he does, the Kirk — its Creed — and its 
practice — to wait in all due form upon the re- 
presentative of Majesty, at this its great festival, 
is a thing which he would think it highly inde- 
corous in him, or in the head and representative 
of any ancient Scottish family, to omit ; and, in- 
deed, he is of opinion, that no gentleman of any 
figure who happens to be in Scotland at the 
time, should fail to appear in the same manner. 
He was, besides, more than commonly anxious 
in his devoirs on this occasion, on accoimt c^hi» 
veneration for the blood of the old Earls of Dou- 
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10 THS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

glas» whose true representative he says the Earl 
of Morton is. My curiosity came powerfully in 
back of his zeal, and I pr otniaed to be in all rea* 
diness next morning at the hour he appointed. 

In the meantime, His Grace (for such is the 
style of the Commissioner) had already arrived 
at the Royal Hotel, where, more avito, the pro- 
vost and baillies, in all the gallantry of furred 
cloaks and gold chains, were in readiness to re^ 
ceive hinv and pres^it the ancient $H^r. htf^, 
symbolical of the long-vanished gates, qf tha 
Gude Town of Edinburgh. The style i^ wbi^b 
the whole of this mock royalty is got up>t strike^ 
me as being extremely absurd. In the first 
place» I hold it a plain matter^ that, if t\» 
King's majesty is to send a representative to pre-^ 
side over the disputes of the Scottish nunifttem 
and elders, this representative should be lod^ 
ged no- where but in the Palace of Holyroodt 
where he might hold his mimic state in the 
same halls and gaUeriea whieh have been digni- 
fied by the feet of the real monarchs of Scat^ 
land. Instead of this» the Commi^ioner is 
lodged in a common hotel — a magnificent one 
indeed — ^but which has assuredly nothing iK>yal 
about it but its name. And then, its situation 
is supposed to be too distant from the place 
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THS;0£N£RAL AMEMl^Y. 11 

idi^e/tilie Assembly meets, to allow of his walk. 
w^ all the way thither in procession, as it seems 
ancient custom requires him to do. So when 
the hour pf meeting approaches, his Grace ia 
snuggled over the bridge in a sedan chair, and 
stuck up in the Merchant's Hall to receive the 
company that come to swell the train of his 
procession. The undignified uses to which the 
9f«rtmeni is applied at other times (for it serves 
as a reading-room all the rest of the year) is 
enough to throw an addition, and surely a need- 
less addition^ of ridicule over the scenes of court- 
ly greeting to which it is now devoted. But it 
is within an easy walk of St Giles's Church, 
and that counterbalances all objections. 

Meaning to be in London, and kiss the 
Prince's hand once more before I return to 
Wales, I had brought my old court suit with 
me — the same suit of modest chocolate-coloured 
kerseymere, David, which has figured in the 
presence of King George and Queen Charlotte 
at St James's — of Napoleon and Louis le d^sir4 
at the Thuilleries — of smooth Pius the Sixth at 
the Vatican — of solemn Francis at the Schlosa 
of Vienna— of grim whiskered Frederick Wil- 
liam at Berlin; — of pale monastic Augustus at 
Dresden — to say nothing of the late enormous 
Hector of Wirtemberg, the good worthy Grand 
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J)vike of Weimar and Ei&enacb, and soojb acdtei 
of minor thrones, principalities, and domiii^r 
tiops besides. I took it for granted, that I coqI^b; 
not make my appearance in presence oi tbe BcKi 
desiastical Lord Lieutenant, without moiiairi 
ing tlii« venerable garb ; so John had the epalt^T 
waistcoat, and breeches well aired, and amnsedr 
himself half an evening in polishing the if)f^i 
buttons and buckles — and my : qnevk^ ]^ipg 
dropped into a seemly bag, and my locus gi]:dei^t 
with my father's somewhat rusty rapies — Ii4i?Pf Cr 
— «once more cap-a-pee a courtier-^^to ray renr> 
dezvous in the Lawn-Market. rN 

I found W arrayed in a deputy-J^ufe--; 

nant's uniform of blue and red, with (allKil; 
somewhat against the rules) the little cross of: 
Dannebrog, which he had conferred on Mm^ 
many years ago, when he was in X>ennffirk---TOar' 
his breast ; but in spite of his own splj^doH^^ 
h^ quizzed me unmercifully on the sob^r pomp 
of my own vestments-*-assuring me, th«ft,:t6Xt 
cept the Commissioner, and his .purse*-bearw^^ 
and pages, I should find nobody in n c^urt sui^. , 
at ihe levee. It was too late, howev^, to; 
change; and as I am not a very nervotisr niaH 
about trifles, I did not chuse to mists the: $igbt 
merelj'^ because I bad over - llr^sed- iiayself, 
W— T— 's old coaehmai> had combed ^ his wig in 
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fllir^uff, ftnid' his lackey mounted behind us 
m^iEl fine^gala livery of green and white, as old 
aib^Qde^n Anne's sixpences — ^so I question not 
tlfti bon^fents^ of the yellow chariot, outside turid 
in^di^; inade rather a conspicuous appearance. 
ISdWibV^, we soon reached the Merchant"^ HaO, 
aiid Were ushered into the Presence-chamber of 

IRjP&ik fiho^ Liord Morton, so I don't need to 
tJ^tytm^fihat the heir of the Douglasses made 
a^^tfij^fy respectable aippearance, standing in 
th^ midit of his cirde, in blue and gold, with 
the green ribbon and star of the Thistle. I 
bifcd'oftjeh Been his lordiship ; so, after being in- 

ti'edtie^ by W , and making my lowest 

l?ew as in duty bound, I exercised my optics 
iilUdh more on the Court than the Commis* 
at^her— the needles than their magnet You 
neVW ^W sdch a motley crew of homage- 
dders. I myself and my old chocolate suit 
might be considered, it struck me, as forming a 
sort 6f link between the officers in scarlet uni- 
fot*m, «id the Members of Assembly in bhdk 
d^habilles, of which two classes of persons the 
greater part of the ijompany was composed. But, 
alt(^ether> there could not be a^ more miserable 
miiciur^ of tawdrm^ss arid meanness. Here 
s|»od a spruce Irish hero, stuck all over with 
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I^eninsular medals, in jack-boots — there, a heavjr- 
headed minister, with his carrotty hair flyiilg 
dd libitum about his ears — ^his huge hands half 
buried in the fobs of his velveteen breeches, and 
a jwiir of black worsted stockings, hanging line 
upon line, measure upon measure, about his an- 
kles. On one side, a tall, stately, very fine-look- 
ing peer of the realm, clad in solemn black from 
head to foot, and having a double bamboo in his 
hand, almost as tall as himself, might be supposed 
to represent the old Lords of the Covenant, who 
were glad to add to the natural consequence of 
their nobility, that of being " Elders in Israel/*" 
On the other, a little shabby scrivener, in trow- 
sers, (pro scelus !) might be seen swelling with 
vanity at the notion of his being permitted to 
stand so dose to so many of his betters — and 
twirling his hat all the while in an agony of 
impudent awkwardness. To the left, the Pro- 
curator of the Kirk, (the official law-adviser of 
the Assembly,) in his advocate's wig of three* 
tails, and the Moderator himself, distinguisli- 
ed from his clerical brethren by a single-breast- 
ed coat and cocked-hat, might be seen laying 
their heads together, touching some minutiae of 
the approaching meeting — ^while the right was 
occupied, in aU manner of dvic solemnity and' 
glory, by a phalanx df the magistracy of Edin- 
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burgh. The figure which these last worthies 
cut is so imposing, that I oan easily believe in 
tibe truth of a story I have heard of last y cat's 
AssemUy, which, at first sight, would no doubt 
have somewhat the air of a quiasz. The Earl of 
fbrrol was the Commisidioner, and the Univern^ 
ty of Glasgow had thought fit to send an ad- 
dress of congratulation to his Lordship; on his 
having attained to so high an office. "Their en<^ 
voy was their Principal'---an ancient divine, as I 
am told, who has been well used to Assemblies 
^nd Commissioners for more than half a cei>tury. 
On this occasicMi, however, his Icoig experience 
seems to have been of little use to him, for he 
committed a sad blunder in the mode of deU-^ 
yering his address* The gorgeous array of Bail- 
lies, it is to be supposed^ had caught his eye on 
first entering the Presence-room, and dazzled it so^ 
much, that it would have required some time to 
recover Jts power of discrimination. Of this gor- 
geous array, the centre-star was one Baillie ■ ■ ■■ / 
powdered with a particular degree of splendour/ 
and the l^incipal, never doubting that he was the 
Commissioner, stepped close to him, and rolled 
oat the weU*poised periods of his address, with 
an air of unquestioning submission, that quite 
convulsed the whole of those who were i^ to^ 

IS 
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the joke. The Baillie himself, howevier, was too 
much thunderstruck to be able to stop him» and 
the true dignitary enjoyed the humour of the 
thing too much to deprive his Double of any 
part of the compliment. In a word, it was 
not till the doctor had made an end of speakings 
and stood in smiling expectation of his Grace's 
reply, that some kind friend whispered him he 
was in the wrong box ; and, looking round, he 
saw, in an opposite comer of the room, a per- 
sonage, not indeed so fat, and perhaps not. quite 
so fine as his Baillie, but possessing a ha- 
tive gracje and majesty of port and lineament, 
which spoke but too plainly where the incense 
should have been offered. This was a cruet 
sfeene; but the awe with which some of the' 
niral pastors about me seemed to survey not^r 
ahd then the grand knot of Baillies, was suflSti-' 
ent to convince me that it itiight have happened 
very naturally. The present levee, by the way, 

was, as W informed me, by much the most 

splendid he had seen for a long while — the 
old Duke of Gordon was among the company, 
and a greater number than is common of the 
inferior orders of the nobility. The most cbn- 
spicuous, howevcfr, in every point of view, was 
the Earl of Hopttoun, the Achates of Welling- 
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Um^ 0^ a tni^ hero in figure as wctt m in vaam 
^fOl^ctaiit matters. Close by his side stood hi$ 
hmAc hrQtber4n-alms» Cdbnel David Steuairt 
of CrBXthf wJtioin I met two years ago at Lord 
Cppibermere's. 

By and bye, the tolling of the bella of St 
QUes's announced that the time was come for 
the procession to move, and the Commissioner 
quitted the chamber, preceded and followed by 
a few awkward4ooking pages in red ecMita, and 
tpme other attendants* The nobility then mar- 
shalled themselves in order due and descended 
-^a baronet or two after them---*«fter these a 
few new-made Knights of the Bath. The rest 
of the party seemed to follow without disciimi- 
n|i|ion^ pretty much as they stood nearest the 

d$K>r ; but W • told me as. we went, that not 

uai^ yeaxB have ekpsed since this quiet, oC ff9^ 
eed^npe was unknown to the processions of thf 
Cppomifl^oner. A grievous fMd, it seems» had 
arisen between the Doctors of Divinity and Es-. 
^piire*— the Doctors claiming damQroHsly to. 
walk immedifktely aflt^r the Knights, and the Ea^ 
i|liires as stoutly assorting that the cbux:chmen, 
of Scotkod have no precedences w|mteyer«whe* 
tbfit with 0t wjtthout the possession, oC-acadeini-^ 
c«l degrees.^ To my sp^ri3e,..Wr-Tr-j..Oxopian. 

VOL. Ill, a 
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as he is, appears to have been hostile to the pre- 
tensions of the reverend graduates ; but it. must 
be owned^ there is at least some colour of rea- 
son in what he says on this subject " The 
degree of doctor in divinity in the English 
Universities," says he, " is allowed in England 
to, confer very high rank, but then it is a de- 
gree' which pre-supposes great standing iq the 
University which has conferred it; and, be- 
sides, the fees attending its assumption are s^ifr 
ificient to prevent its being thought of except: 
by men who have some v^y high station in th? 
church. But here this degree is conferred by 
the Universities . on whomsover they pleftsghrt- 
w«i the meanest of your English dissenters jgeJ 
•it for the asking — and the fees are a mere bag^ 
.telle* Now, if you admit that this degree, so 
easily got and given, can confer any title tp 
precedence, it is evident^ that in a very shorjt 
time there wonld not be a single Geneva cloak 
in Scotland, that would not cover a doctor in 
theology. There is no statute on the subject 
here as there is in England, and I thinly, it 
;Would be a very great absurdity to proceed 
^pon so slender a thing as the general ea: facie 
analogy of the two cases. The truth is/' conti- 
itued he, " that the subject of precedence in 
Scotland is a very difficult affair, principally 
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owingV no c^oabtj to the long abs^Dce of tbe. 
jeotirt« We hare no suih legal style as Es^bire 
•^—unless for a few particular dffices — Knights, 
Oentleraeri, and Btn'gete^s, were dl tlie old gra- 
dations recognised among piir cdtnmcm^^ Now» 
in the present fetate of things^ there are veiy 
few Knights^ and it would be a veiy hard thing 
to say who are aild who are not Gentlemen — so 
that I suspect we are all in the eye of the law 
pretty rtiuch upon a leveL I except^ however, 
theBaroris» (or lords df manor*,) and allj indeed, 
tvho hold to any considerable extent of the 
crown in capite; these, I am quite sure, have a 
fixed precedence in the law, ajs well as in the 
Common sense of the afPair- The doctors acted 
very sillily In stirring the ques^ioil* But ho'w^ 
after all; wa» the thing to be arranged ? If they 
have no precedence, As I think they have none, 
as little surely have nineteertr-twentieths of tbete 
soi-disant esquires who disputed with them--2b 
advocates — - writers —merchants-^ any body .— 
Where is the fustian-sleeved clerk now-a-day^ 
that doesJ fiot write himself eisqwre f As for the 
under-graduated clergy, I confess I know not 
what their place should be. They themselves^ 
in former tidfies, seefti to have put it low ehough ; 
for even in the warding of their notalile master** 
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/piece the Covenant, the style runs, — * We, tise 
noblemen, gentlemen, burgesses, and ministeM 
of Scotland.' What a ttmpestM in matidd it 
here! — and yet,** added the candid critic, ^' I 
confess I should not much admire seeihg one of 
these crop-ears thrusting himself out of a room 

befbre the blood of W ; I never heard that 

their kingdom was one of this world ; but still 
—if they are to have precedence anywhere?, 
:»urely it should be here at the General Assem- 
bly of their Kirk. As it is, the dispute has 
been waved by those in authority — ^and we walk 
as we may— so aUons r 

In the meantime we had been advancing up 
the magnificent High- Street of Edinburgh, 
which was lined on either side by Heavy Dta« 
goons and Connaught Rangers, and in every 
window and peeping-hole over the heads of 
these, by clusters of faces as eager as ever gazed 
on the triumph of Pompey. It is certainly*i?a- 
ther an imposing thing, this procession. On its 
commencement, the ovation was? greeted by a 
musica} band, with ** God save the King," and 
all along its progress^ there was the usual qnwnh 
tity irf** stinking breath," uttered by the crowd 
of Admirers. What occupied the principal diare 
egf miy attention, was still the picturesque appear 
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ance of the clergy, who gnced ibe triumph of 
the Lord €k>mmissioher— > 



' qlios trahet ferocei^ 



Per sacrum divum^ mprito decorui 
Fronde Sygambros." 

Several rows of them moved immediate^ in mj 
neighbourhood, and, to my mind, there was 
something not a little fine and imposing in their 
[Migression, moving solemnly as they did, in the 
same style that Milton asmbes to a very disst* 
milar and opposite class of blade-coats, 

'< With fixed tboughu. 
Moving in silence, to sofl pipes, that charmed 
Their painful steps o'er the burnt soil." 

I saw their polished heads gleaming under the 
meridism sun, and their hats decently carried 
under their armts— nay, such was the heat of the 
day, aided, no doubt, by the natural fervour of 
their zealous temperaments, that I could see 
their waving handkerchiefs, red or white, ffe* 
quently lifted to foreheads marked with all the 
symbols of profound reflection. I evetf thought 
diat some of them looked thirsty; as if they had 
not swallowed a drop of liquid the precising 
^vening--^ut this was profaaUy a mistake. Ai- 
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though they moved in silence, yet I could trace 
here and there copious eapadties of eloc^uence in 
the configuration of their mute lips — I longed 
to hear these imprisoned meanings let loose — ^but 
was " patient in my strong desire,** as I knew 
they were going to the proper place where they 
would get all mannerof relief ; and I witnessed 
thcu: approadi to the Cathedral of St Giles's, . 
with something of the same pleasure which 
hrightens the eyes of a Spanish way-farer, when 
he sees som^ goodly balf^^dozen of swollen wine- 
bags carried into the hostelleria where he is 
about to put up for the evening. 

To q, perspn of a reflective mind, I think the 
concourse of clergym€i]i which tajces place at 
this time, is eminently adapted to convey ideas 
of a picturesque and romantic nature. The dif-. 
&rent pastors whom I saw moving before or be- 
side me, might be supposed to carry in their 
persons a good many characteristic traces of the 
parishes and regions from which they respective- 
ly had arrived, to do honour to this great annual 
Feast of their Temple. I could easily recognise 
the inhabitant of a wild and tempestuous region, 
by his weather-beaten cheek-lxHies, his loose locks, 
^nd the loud and dissonant notes of his voice, if 
at any time he chanced to speak even to.hil 
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neighbour Iii seeing him» one thinks of the 

stunted crops of oats, that lie spread in patches 

upon the desolate hills among which his spire 

arises. Among many other inconveniences and 

annoyances he has to contend with, we think 

also of the lank Seceders, which are, it may be 

^supposed, the natural product of such a. soil, and 

we eten conceive to ourselves, with a sympa^ 

thetic liveliness of imagination, the shapeless, 

coach-roofed, spirriess meeting-bouse which they 

have erected, or may even be in the very act ci 

erecting, opposite to the insulted windows of hi^ 

manse. The dergy man of a lotv:er and more ge* 

Dial parish, may equally be distinguished by his 

own set pf peculiarities suitable to his abode. 

Such las come from good scooting couiitriei^ 

above all, from the fine breezy braes of the 

^orth, are to be known by the tightness and 

activity of their well-gaitered legs — ^they are the 

wHvHfiiA^ of the Kirk— and, by a knowing cast of 

the eye, which seems better accustomed to watch 

the motions of a pointer, than to decipher the 

points of a Hebrew Bible. On the other hand, 

those accustomed to the ** pahula Iteta'- of flatter 

grounds, are apt to become unwieldy, and to 

- think that the best sport is to catch hold df 
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wheaten sheaves, which do not run away from 
tfaem like the Iwres or rouir-fqwl The cler^gy- 
mecL of the cities and towns dffifh we reoQgnise4 
by the superior eaaie of their air-^not staring up 
to the win(Jows like the rustics — by the compfir 
mfciye smoothness of their faces, which ar^ .used 
to more regular shftving, to say nothiog of usa^ 
brellas, and the want of long rides in t^e wip4- 
imd fix>st>-^bbtjiiQst of all by the xaore urbaB^ 
style of their vestures* Their coats, wajfiteoats^ 
and l^reeebes, do.not present the same picturesque 
divwsities of ant;e*diluvian outline~lhey baf^ 
none of those portentous depthsof flapr-*no9^ c£ 
those huge hwny buttons of black .fajjfi^-^i^v^,^ 
of those coats, shaped £rom the rough pulpjit 
han^l^ put up in honour of th^ umi^hik^ 
hard's iuneraWno well-hoarded rich satin or : 
fiilk waistcoats, with Queen Elizabeth taperkigs 
downward — ^no breeches of corduroy or vdve^ 
lieen, hanging in luxurious looseness abQut thdr 
thighs^^none of those dose-kissing boots, finally^ 
with their dirJc-like sharpness of toe> or thpse 
huge shoes of neat's-hide, on which the light of 
Day and Martin has never deigned to beam. 
Their hftts, in like manner, are fashioned in sooie 
tol^rat^e conformity with the feshion of the day . 
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—^neither flitting close about their ears, with ho 
rims af all, nor projecting dark Salvator shadows 
<>tdr the whole physiognomy, like the douches 
of a Spanish bttnditr^ncnr indulging hi any d 
tJiose lawless curves and twists, prospective, re- 
tiospeetive, intro6pectiTe,and extraspective, from 
under whidi the unkempt tresses of the rural 
hretbi^en may at times be seai '* streaming like 
m^te^rs ti the troubled air." They have ^ves 
to their htnds, and smooth canes to their fitigera, 
and they move doog with tiie ddiberately dig- 
aified aspeet of men who are sensiUe that it is 
no longer their destiny to ^ waste their aweet- 
ta0Hi tna tlie desert air/' They have, indeed, a 
mw^'dlDUs suavity of look about lliem. The 
extennve intercourse with mankind, which their 
IMtrfesMon must &vour and protiM)te, tetnnot &il 
jko^^|tess firequently upon their attention the laws 
of iBi^ lirfaanity and agreeableness. And al- 
though myself a medicd man, and aware, from 
experience, that the practice of a physician is 
calsulated to make hun see a good deal into hu«* 
man life, yet I willingly acknowledge that the 
clergyman is in habits of meeting with his fel- 
low-creatures, under relations in which a much 
greater variety, of sentiment is displayed, and 
which are better adapted to bring before his view 



Digitized by 



Google 



S6 . TH£ GENERAJL ASS£MBLV. 

all the chequered joys and griefs of humanity* I 
remember, David, once, upon a time being call-: 

ed upon to visit Miss Barbara P , who had 

got a fe of the tooth-ache. Her colour was 
gone, her cheek was swollen, her eye distorted 
and diminished, her whole countenance disfigu- 
red-^and her person, und» the infiuenoe of paiti; 
appeared in the most unfavourable point of vieWj^ 
so that she inspired for the time no other feeling 
but that of compassion. I drew her todth, (for 
ypu know an M. D. must not stand upon his 
P's and Q's in Cardigan,) and went off. Some- 
time after I was invited to her marriage, wbeii 
I found my worthy friend, the Rev. Mr David 
Williams, had been engaged to perform the ce- 
remony. The damsel had now recovered het 
looks, and stood blushing before the priest, in 
all the attractiveness of youth and high health. 
When the service was concluded, my reverend 
friend was the first, if I mistake not, to salute 
the rosy lips of the bride, after which he was 
presented with a tall bumper of Madeira, and a 
huge slice of cake, stuffed with almonds, wliich 
so engrossed his attention, that he could make 
no articulate reply for some minutes to the 
simplest question. Upon observing all which, 
I shook my head sagaciously, saying inwardly. 
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^* Ah, David, thou hast chosen a profession, 
which, like the magic of the poet, introduces you 
to the * gayest, happiest attitudes of things.' '* 
Ever your's, 

P.M. 

P. S. In my next I shall introduce you to 
th6 Presbyterian Convocation, in the aisle of St 
Giles's. 
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LE^rTER LVIII. 



TO THE SAME. 



My dear Williams, 
There was such a crowd of people of all 
ages and conditions about the gate, that, in 
spite of all 6ur pomp of macers and pages, we 
had some difficulty in getting access to the inte- 
rior of the edifice — and after we had got within 
its walls, we had still a new set of difficulties to 
encounter in the lobbies of its interior, before 
the aisle set apart for the purposes of the Gene- 
ral Assembly received our train. Nay, even 
within the aisle itself, the squeeze of ministers 
and elders, bustling to their places, was another 
source of delay, At last, however, the Commis- 
sioner mounted his throne, which is a huge el- 
bow chair, placed under a red canopy, at one 
side of the rooqi, and we, who had come thither 
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as part of his retinue, found ourselves McomsxiiCh 
dated on his right, where, aeecn^ding to cuitoni^ 
a cartidn number of benches hdul been left va- 
cant for our reception. My foot, in the mean- 
time, had reoeired a sad squeeze on the most 
tender part of its ccmvalescent surface, and some 
minutes elapsed after I was seated, before I 
found myself in a ecmdition to survey the so&ae 
before me, with any ftiing like the usual Mor- 
risian eye of oollectedness and coolness. 

The Assembly aiaie is a square apartment, 
Taulted overhead like the rest of the Cathedral^ 
but divided from its nave by a Jong dark Iqbbjr 
0t tw> below, and above^ by some gaUerie^ 
with glass folding^doors, through which a cetr 
4;ain portion of the prqfanum vulgw may make 
shift to thrust their noses, . and contraaplate 
iSKimewhat of the vewrable scene. Opposite t0 
this side, in the space between two taU shapes- 
less windows, is situated the cano^?^ as. afcwe* 
s^d, elevated considerably above the area of tl^ 
pkc&^from whence, ''bi^ on a throne of royal 
state,'* the Commissioner looks down in tiiec»^r 
tic calmness upon the more active part of i^f 
Convocationr-his throne being snt^ow^^ ii#|l 
a due complement of awkward, chubli 
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pdges; In: loDg red coats, and serving-me^^ :of 
itifl^etit d$$cnptions^ in tke colours, of. his oWn 
lively. 'Among these atiendanis of:the.miaiie 
mcffiarcli^' I could rtot help recognising,, with 
«ome emotions of memment, Dunoah MfK^ab^ 
and various of the cadies, his brethren — far,'cerf 
tainly^ my old friends cut a strange enou^ 
figtire in theii* new and gorgeous costumes xif 
blue and red, some elad like beef-eaters, and 
some like lackies, but all powdered as finely as 
butter and flour could make them, and; all 
squeezing, or attempting to squeeze, theirw?^ 
ther-beaten features into an expresslori of deco!- 
rum and griavity, little consistent with the usuttl 
habits either of their minds or their occupations. 
I should, perhaps, make an exception in favour 
of Duncan ; for I must admit, that this crafty 
Celt bore his new honours-*— bag, buckles, and 
all — ^with a measure of meek comiposure in his 
dspeet, which shewed that he had taken the meJ- 
tamorphosis in comparative tranquillity of spi- 
rits And, after all, perhaps, the powdered young 
ptippiea of plebeian pages^ with their dbee8&4- 
toasters bruising each otliers shins ever and 
^pfytif wete the most absurd part of the whcde 
group. So much for what Homer would have 
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called,^^ h afitft TOP .Bq»$Knx.'* Immediatdy under^ 
ftnd With his back towards the Commissioner, 
sits the Moderator, or Clerical President of the 
Assembly. A green table before him is sur- 
rpjLuided by several clerks, arrayed in Geneva 
cloaks and bands, and. a few of the more leading 
members of either party in the Kirk^ ^ in dos^ 
recess and secret conclave sitting/' From this 
table the bendies rise in all directions upwards^ 
lodging, row upon row, the ordinary stipendiarii 
of the ecclesiastical host. The arrangement of 
these, however, is, although tumultuous, by no 
xpeans fortuitous. They stick, on the contrary, 
vith the most senatorial pertinacity each to his 
9;ym^si4e of the Senate- house — the riglit side of 
the throne being occupied exclusively by the 
Moderates^ while, on the left hand^ sit, equally 
p^re and uncontaminated, the representatives of 
the Wildmen. Some tiny galleries^ on either 
side, are i^ppropriated to the use of ministers 
not actually members of the Assembly, and 
preachers and students of divinity, who come 
thither partly to suck in wisdom from the drop- 
pings of the " great consult" — partly, no doubt, 
if one may judge from* their lean and scare-Crow 
physiognomies, to indulge in fond dreams of 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 THE OElfEEAI. ASSBMBi^T. 

futul^ repletion^ inspired by the oontemplatidiir 
of the goodly paunches of the beneficed bra* 
thren— 

A thousand demi-gods on golden seats. 
Frequent andjiil l 

Above these again, high up on either aide, iir 
another gallery, set apart not foir the gods, but 
the goddesses — ^where, among others of the fair 
Tintors, 

■■ . ' ' " whose eyes 



Reign influence and dispense the prize,'" 

I could perceive the sagacious countenances of 
some dozen or more of the Bas-bleus of Auld 
Reekie. I know not whether, in this quarter 
also, the division of parties be as strictly obser- 
ved as in the lower regions of the place. I could 
not pretend, at least, to distinguish prima Jade 
the Moderates from the Wild of the woman- 
Idnd ; but, perhaps, Muretus would have remark- 
ed, that the majority of the " Mulieres Doctae,** 
preferred the left side of the throne.* 



* See Muretus. Opuscula^ torn. XIII. p. $7^- 
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But perhaps, in truth, Uiese nofiM de guerr^^ 
by which the two rival parties which have sprang 
up among the descendants of John Knox are 
distinguished, may be almost as inappropriate in 
the lower as in the upper parts of the aisle. I 
was a stranger to the existence of the parties 
themselves, or v«y nearly so, till I came into 
Scotland, and even. now. I am much at a loss to 
know what are the distinguishing tenets to 
which they respectively adhere. They are both, 
in profession at least, sound Calvinists — for what- 
ever may be said of our XXXIX Artidies, not 
ev^i Paley himself could have pretended to con- 
sider the ** Confession of Faith," as a specimen 
of peace-promoting ambiguity and^ vagueness. 
!Bvery thing is laid down there as broadly and 
firmly as if Calvin himself had. held the pen, the 
veiy morning after the burning of Servetus ; 
and the man who holds' a living im the Scottish 
K^k> cannot possibly do so with common hones- 
ty,- unless he be. a firm believer in th0 whole of 
a theological system-^which; whatever may be 
thought of it in some other respects, must, at 
least, be admitted to be a far more rational thing 
than our English high-churchmen would wish 
us to believe— ^whichy at all events, possestes the 

VOL. HI. c ^ 
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merit <^ angular ocympaetniess and harmony with- 
in itsdj^'-^-end whidi^ moKover, oa«i ^iimbeir 
among its defmders in past times, not a fevri 
to nrfaom, ivheliier considered an divines or as 
autfaois, none of die Ilie<^bgiaiis of these ktter 
daysj on either side of the Tweed, at« wortliy^ 
as die phrase runs, <^ hiding the eandle. So 
fat as doctrine is conoaned, the two parties 
therefore profess themselves to foe agreed ; und^ 
indeed, I believe the gireat leaders on either side 
of the Kirk have a pride in shewing tliemsdveB 
at all times in their sermcms, to be alike the ge- 
nnine disciples of their Institute. Tlie truth, 
however, may perhaps be, that whterever the bu^ 
siness of any^ polity, civil or ecclesiastical, is oon^ 
ducted in popular assemblies of debate, the infirm 
mities of human nature make it necessary that 
at least two parties should exist ; and when once 
they do exist, it is odds but they will find some 
feasible pretences for their separation. Of old, 
as you well know, the whole of the Presbyterian 
ministers were Whigs— and it was only by meanit 
of the stubborn zeal with which they adhered to 
the poMtical principles of that state party, that 
they were enabled to revive so often, and at last 
tcr establish on its present firm basis, a system <^ 
church govemmenty long so odious to the hold- 



Digitized by 



Google 



XHK GBKEBJkl ASSEMBLY. 36 

6tt of tb^ iexeeutive poirer. But after the op- 
pi^sisive meai^ureis, under which the internal (Spi- 
rit bf their sect foAg tfitotfe and prospered, ex- 
aictiy ill propOrtidii as its exterrial cirtnimstances 
suffefed-^fter thete had been laid aside, and the 
Kifk fdiind herself in secure possession of all her 
pritil^gfes and emdluments, all thbse rarieties of 
poliiicsll <^inion which prevailed among the 
body bf th& nation, soon began td find adherents 
in the Viery bosom of the Kirk — and men ere 
long learned to thifak, tbdt a Gener^ clbak and 
9L Sc^dttish stipend might just he asr well applied 
to thfe usfes tif a Tory as to those of a Whig. 
And so, by degrees, (the usual influences of thte 
cro'wtl iind aristc>cracy finding their way, no 
d6nbt> inr6rig other thihgs, into the minds dT 
cbt(r6hme^, against whdtn neither v^oim n6t 
aristocracy any longer con'tended)-^tfiere arose 
even in the Itiffc of Scbtkiid a paky of Tory 
ministers and eldefs. These are they, who, in 
general, go by (he naihe of th* Moderate; but 
that ijp^llatidn-^riginaBy, I aih toM, assunfid 
by theih*6We8, itiA Sarcastically adopted by thfeir 
adve*siri6si^iS ttot derived frdm the iStyle of theilr 
politick opinions, but rather meant to denote 
the m6ie gentte and reasonable mterpretaiiot 
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which they wpuld profess to put upon the reli- 
gious tenets of the Kirk. The Whigs, in like 
maimer, are called Wild-meny or High-flyers^ en- 
tirely on account of the alleged ultra-Calvinistic 
austerity cS their dogmas. The plain fact of the 
matter is^ that both names are, like most other 
nick-names, sufficiently absurd-r-and were I to 
judge from what I have observed in the General 
Assembly^ I should certainly be inclined to think 
that. the attributes of Wildness and Moderation^ 
are by no means confined to the opposite sides 
of the aisle, in the same regular manner as are 
the bodies of those to whom they furnish watch^ 
words of party-strife. 

Of late, however, the emptiness of this dis- 
tinction has become infinitely more apparent 
than ever.; the few questions of any sort of mo- 
ment, upon which their disputes were made to 
hinge, having been all settled — and there being 
in truth no longer any matter of ecclesiastical 
belief or practice, in regard to which it is possi- 
ble for them to awaken the full zeal of their re- 
spective adherents. Of the great strife-produ- 
jcing questions, the law of Patronage was the 
last— ?and you may see a copious account of the 
way in which it was settled, in Sir Henry Men- 
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crieffs Life of the late Dr Erskine. The dis- 
pute about Mr Leslie's professorship, is the only 
thing which has of late years exdted any very 
general interest, or called into full action any of 
the old animosities. But even that was of too 
limited and personal a nature, to be considered 
as any thing more than a passing tempest — and 
the horizon soon became pretty calm when the 
first tumult of it blew oven Since that time 
this tranquillity has been pretty regularly ipre- 
^served — and the Moderates and the Wildmen 
may be seen, year after year, drawn up against 
each other without having an inch of debateable 
land to fight about. So that the General Assem- 

r 

bly, of late years, may rather be considered as a 
kind of annual wappenshaw, than an actual cam- 
paign. The popinjays at which they shoot, are 
*' trifles light as air" — and their only instruments 
are a few harmless irta Trrifoiyja. I am sorry, in 
one point of view, that this is the case ; for I 
should undoubtedly have seen, with much satis- 
faction, a few specimens of the more true and 
fervid hostilities of the olden time. Nay, even 
to have heard the divines of the North arguing 
" in stem divan,*' about the most profound 
questions in metaphysics— and launching their 
arrows, pleno impetus against the Manes of their 
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old adversary, David Hum^ — all which they 
did to much purpose in the Lieslie case— evra 
^is would have heen a luxury, for the sake.^ 
il^hi^ alone I i^ould have thaught my shandry- 
danningto the North well bestowed. But» ''cef 
$ont des ^choses passes^** as the Frendi infidels 
gay — and I must be contented with having seen 
th^ brawny fqrms, and heard the hoarse voices 
of heroes, whose spears have in a great measure 
been turned into pninmg-hooks. But I forg^ 
that you hayp not sasn them, and that you will 
expect pfie to describe wl^at I have i^een. 

I wish I had seen the Assembly of i^e, |Qr^ 
i|ti the last 9ge, ofi qnaiiy accounts, b^t most of 
all because its aiO^irs were tb^ directed, ^d its 
parties led, by men, whose temarlcahle talents 
have not been inhabited by any of those who 
now occupy the same places. The leaders of 
the Kirk, at the presa:it t^me, are highly re- 
spectable men ; but nobody pretend^ to disguise 
the fact, that they are but indiffiarent representa- 
tives of Robertson and Erskine ; not the worst 
evidence of which circumstance may, perhaps, 
be found, in the exactness with whidi all the p^- 
culianties of these departed leaders are still held 
in remembrance, even by those who never saif 
thepi, and indeed the zeal with which I myself 
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JBfiye kewA4i^ ments^iea^gsi upoQ. by many. 
wif^ takB cpmpsu^tiTdy little interest in. mattera 
l^epdy eedbjs^stk^ TlieHistQidaD^ to.be juirct^, 
-W^fi %^ev$Qi^ of s^^nuieh iq9{m;tance, in aU points^ 
of view, that it is no wonder the cireuinstaAC^ 
9i^ fa^ behaviour should h^ve been treasured up 
afi^ionately both by tl^ose. who agreed, and 
thoi^ who disagree^ with him, as to the afl^rs of 
ibe Kirl;. But l^ii^s rival was. nothiQg but an ec^ 
desiastie; so that the honour in which hia me- 
l^ry is heldy may perhaps be considered, aa a 
still more imequivpc^ testimojpy. to his ecxdeaias- 
tW9l yirtnes. Ti^e tmtiti is, ikaX they were both 
iQj9P of great tal^Eits^great virtuesr-gDeat pni<r 
^encerrfand gr^t piety-rr-ai^d the u^^ of these 
excellencies was. enowgl;^ without; any further 
ajdditionv to, n;iake tfaeii: brethr^, of the Ear^ 
]^ia4 ^ their p^oesenee living; and, of their n^e*^ 
- inpraes ifpw tha^ tbey ac^ dead. In their time» 
th? ascendancy ^ey had~each over bis particu- 
li^ par(^ iti the churciv— was entireand unques* 
tioned-^fout eadi bore his hcmours so meekly, 
l^t even his adversaries rejoiced in aoknowled* 
fpx^ that hi$^ honours, were due. For myself, 
I hear them both spoken of in t^ms o£ almost 
equal respect by both parties* Th^iittle irritar 
tiqns of temper which eadi, no doubt, encounter- 
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ed now and then when alive, have all passed 
away — even the shadows of them; and^ nothing 
is thought of but the honour which both of tbes^ 
equally conferred upon the church to which they 
belonged. 

These two leaders of the Churdi of Scotland 
were, as it happened, colleague-ministers in the 
same Kirk in Edinburgh ; but the party differ- 
ences which separated them so widely in the Ec- 
clesiastical Courts, were never permitted to dis- 
turb the kindness of that co-operative zeal, with 
which they disdiarged the common functions 
thus entrusted to their care/ While the minor 
diampions of the two parties were found dis- 
turbing with their jealousies, and envies, and 
aversions, every comer of the country — ^these 
excellent men might be seen, year after year, 
through a long period of their lives, walking to- 
gether in brotherly love to the church in which 
they both officiated — each recommending to his 
people by his example, to listen with Christian 
confidence to tiie instructions of the other — ^for- 
getting utterly the paltry disputes of Presbyte- 
ries, Synods, and Assemblies, in the presence of 
their comnion Father and their common flock — 
and looking down with equal pity from the ele- 
vation of their common love and faith, upon all 
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the little heart-burnings which agitated the bo- 
soms of their less intelligent and less liberal ad- 
herents. The example whidi they thus afford- 
ed was, of course, valuable in proportion to the 
reputation they enjoyed — and in either case this 
was very great. Of Robertson, nothing need be 
said — ^his genius would have made him an object 
of reverence in any age and country — and in the 
age and country in which he did appear, there 
were a thousand circumstances which could not 
&il to enhance the natural value of his great and 
splendid genius. He was one of the most elegant, 
and he was by far the most popular, of the au« 
thors of his day in Britain ; and he formed, in 
public estimation, the centre of a brilliant con- 
stellation, which rose with him on the hitherto 
dark horizon of the literature of Scotlf^nd. He 
was also at the head of the greatest University in 
Scotland ; and altogether it is very easy to see 
what a powerhil influence such a man as he was, 
must have exerted over the minds of those who 
lived in the country which he so eminently 
adorned — ^above all, of those who could not but 
feel a great and just pride in seeing such a man 
discharging the duties of their own profession. 
His mild and elegant manners, too, could not be 
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vrithout their eSb^ even vqftm tibose who wev? 
ooxapamtively rude mA co<v»err-«id the graces 
fill, yet jei^geti^ eloqueooe whiph he possessed^ 
must haye establishied ftnr him, a superiority 
which few coiujld dispute iii auy popular as? 
semhly. 

Neither was Dr Erskiue, on tibe other hand, 
without some peculiar advantages, besides his 
prdessional talents and virtues. He was a man 
^ high birth — ^being a near descendant of thi; 
same house c£ J^ucfaan^ which has of late years 
been so prolific in g^iius — and the share whid) 
many brandies o£ i^s fiunily ha4 taken in the 
interna) oonvulsjyons of the oountiy, had given 
him addituxoal claims to respect in the eyes of ^ 
large proportion of those who folbwed his foli^ 
tical, no less than his reli^us pi^rsuasic^. H^ 
possessed, moreover, a plentijfiil estalie, and both 
lus birth aj^id Us wealth enabled h^ to make ai^ 
j^pe^rance in the world quite different. &m^ 
what is^ at all usual u|ong the npdnisters of the 
Kirk. These things would probably have been 
oi themselves sufficient to render Dr Erskine an 
object of more than common estimation among 
his brethren, even had Us talents been of a com- 
paratively unimportant dass ; but conjoined with 
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tlie natiirtd influeaoe of a most masculine underr 
^tandin^r-raod that too improved and enriched 
by a yipiy iincoflaflaon share of learning— it is no 
wonder tbjtt th^ effect should have been great 
indeed* If ypu V^^ iiito his Sarmonsr-and J 
haye pften saen them in the hands qf d^gymea 
of QW dmrchr^you will have no difficulty in 
seeing tJ^t the gra^p of this man's intellect was 
cdT a vay uncommon <»rder-^that his metaphys^- 
iogi itcuteness was an admirable weapon — and 
that the noble simplicity of bis feelings and sep- 
Isp^Qts gabled him to wi^ld it with the most 
f^md h^eaut^l de:i^terity. Yqu will a^ see 
.^t he had ^t^ his cott^mi^d the treasures of an 
erudition &r more esctensive, and at the same 
time ffur pfiore profound, t]^ is in feshiop ev^ 
^UQong the best theologians of our own time ; 
imd you wiV not l)e surprised to learuj that he 
Uyed on terms of equal and familiar ^rveqpiond- 
^ce lyitb the giant intellect of W^burton, or 
thfit Hurd shpuld have pronounced him to be 
the ''deepest divine he eyer knew after th? 
l^i^hop of Gloucester.'' Learning of this kin4, 
however, must h^ve been a much greater won- 
der in £icotIand than it could have been else- 
tifhere; for it is a singular enough thing, that 
although no country h^s b^en more distinguish- 
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ed than this for religious zesl, and althougli no 
country, I firmly believe, ywssesses a more reli- 
gious population than this, Scotland has been 
poor beyond all example in the production of 
eminent theologians. The Kirk of Scotland has 
produced many sensible, and a few elegant, ser- 
mon-writers ; but she has nothing to shew be- 
side our great phalanx of biblical or doctrinal 
divines. Dr Erskine, however, was skilled not 
only in the branches of what; is commonly called 
theological reading, but in many things besides, 
which must have enabled him to throw new 
lights upon the deeper parts of his theology. He 
was skilled, above all, in profounder kinds of 
philosophy than his countrymen or ours are fond 
of; and, among all modem authors, he used to 
say his chief favourite was Mendelssohn. Some 
Latin translations from the works of that iUus- 
trious Hebrew excited his first curiosity in re- 
gard to the Philosophy of Germany, and he ac- 
quired the language of that country, at a very 
advanced period of his life, without the assist- 
ance of any master. In all things he was an ori- 
ginal man ; and he carried with him into all his 
pursuits a full measure of that high and daunt- 
less ardour, without which nothing great ever 
was accoihplished in any department. I have 
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seen a very fkie engraving from a picture c^ him 
painted long ago by Raebum, and I shall bring 
a copy of it with me to hang in my study beside 
my. uncle's old favourites, Barrow, Hooker, But- 
ler, Warburtpn, and Horsley. It is an easy mat- 
ter to see in his physiognomy the marks of pro- 
found reflection, blended imd softened with all 
Christian gentleness of heart and mind. For a 
better portrait than the pencil can make, you 
may^ turn to Guy Mannering ; you will there 
find it drawn to the life — (so I am assured)— by 
one who has preserved many fine things for Scot- 
land, and few things better worthy of preserva- 
ti(Hi than the image of this eminent divine. 

On the left hand of the Moderator, I saw the 
successor of Dr Erskine in the chieftainship of 
the Whig party of the Kirk of Scotland — Sir 
Henry Moncrieff. This gentleman is the re- 
presentative of ope of the oldest families in this 
kingdom, and stands, I believe,^ very near the 
hefid in the Ust of. its baronets; and, like his 
predecessor, he also no doubt owes not a little 
of his pre-eminence to the influence of his birth 
and rank. The tjruth is^ that these are things 
which always do command a very great share 
rf respect everywhere— and in Scotland more 
than almost anywhere else in the wodd. You 
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see that even the ^democrats of Westmhisfcer 
cannot shake off their old English prejudices i» 
Regard to these matters ; they wiH never fisteir 
to th^ir Gate Joneses tod their Bristol fiilnls, 
iw^hile they have any chance of baling h^ranguedr 
By mistaken gientlen^en, such as Burdett, Kin^ 
liaird, and Hobhouse, The herd of plebeiair 
del-gymen in the General Assembly of the Kirk 
6f Scotlahd tioiifelss the saine innate veneraticsi 
fbr symbok of worldly distinction, by the hal&: 
I^ud, half-humble glances which they are per^ 
petually casting towards the orange-tawney rib-^ 
bon and Nova Scotia badge that decorate tiie 
breast of the only man of title in their body, 
ffir Henry, indeed, does not require these sym- 
bols to attest his claims to aristocratical distinc- 
tion. His air is dtfcidedly that of a man of 
birth and station-^he holds himself with the. 
thie mien of a dignitary— ^and looks (under fa-^ 
voilr), when surrotihded by his adherents, very 
much like a Lord Bishop receiving the bowar 
of ins cduhtry curates at a visitation; AH thi^ 
How^vefr, is very far from omislatttting his sole 
right to tire eminence he holds. The marks off 
strong vigorous intellect site pldnted tfdck upon 
bitt physiognomy-^his ibrehead is compact and 
fbU of nerve, and the head rises into a superb 
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faeijght in the region of Will — ^his nose is thick 
set between his brows, and the nostrils are cur- 
-vfed like l^bsteof an Hercules. His lips are com- 
pressed with a decision of purpose tiiat nothings 
dm shake ; and the whole face abounds in square 
massy lines, that pronounce his temperament to 
be that of bne fond of gladiatorship. His smile, 
<6o, is fan of a courtly suavity, whidi shews that 
&e is skilful as well as bold — and, what is best of 
dH f6r a leader of a party, the genend aur of th(^ 
man is stamped with the expression of sheer ho-^ 
hesty. Nobody can look upon the Barcmet with« 
6ut perceiving that nature meant him to be a 
ruler, not a subject ; and, if I may judge frotxi 
the specimens I have seen, he is, in truth, a very 
admirable master in the great art of rule. He 
seems, indeed, to have a prodigious taet in the 
management of his tumultuous array ; and the 
best proof of it is, that those whom he leads do 
not seem to have the least suspicion of the ex- 
tent of their sutgection. When he spedks, one 
is pbt very strongly in mind of the forensic elo^ 
quench of his sdn, which I think 1 have already 
described to you. Like him, his iroic6 and ges- 
tlliies arts harsh^^lik^ faitti^ he disdains, or seemat 
to disdain, Al the ekgandei^ of the ari^but; like 
Mm; he plaiits himself t^lutely before his diffl- 
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cultie$7-and, like him^ if nothing else will do, 
he cuts the knots with the decision of a genuine 
Macedonian. The contrast which his plain down* 
right method, of attacking the understanding 
>vhere it should be attacked, presents to the 
vague illogical rhapsodies of the rural fiije speak* 
ers from the back rows of the aisle— -or to the 
feeble irresolute middle-failings of the smootJi: 
would-be sag^s that sit nearer himself^— is ai^ 
striking a thing as possible. But his main ex- 
cellence seems to lie in the art with which he 
contrives to correct, almost ere they are made, the^ 
blunders of his ambitious— and to nerve, even 
while they are faultering, the courage and deci- 
sion of his timorous associates. He is a great 
politician^ and, had he come into Parliament, I 
have very little doubt his peculiar faculties would 
have made him as powerful a person there as he 
is here in the General Assembly of the Eark. 

. l^early opposite to him, at the other hand of 
the Moderator, sits Dr Inglis, the chief of the 
Moderate. or Tory party— or rather^ perhaps, 
the chief of a small college of cardinals, by 
whom that party is managed, as the other party 
is by the undivided vigour of Sir Henry Mon- 
crieff. The doctor is an ungainly figure of a 
man at first sight, hut, on looking a little, one 
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€BsiIy oh8etve& in linn dao tiie mBAs bdtii (|f 
good breeding and Htnnig ihte^Uect/ His voke 
is peeuHarly unfodunite^ory ratiier; he has two 
voices, a hoarse and a sharp, from tiie one to: 
the other of which he sometimes makes different 
digressions in the course of the same sentence. 
But when once the impression of this disagree- 
i^ble voice is got over, one finds that it is the ve- 
hicle both of excellent language and of excellent 
is^ise. He does not appear to speak under the 
jMune vi(dent impulses of personal will which 
characterize the Baronet's eloquence ; but he is 
quite as logical in his reasoning, and perhaps still 
more dexterous in the way in which he brings 
his arguments to bear upon the conclusion to 
which he would conduct his hearers. In his il- 
lustrations, too, he displays the command of a 
much more copious reading, and a much more 
lively fancy than his rival. And even his voice, 
when he touches upon any topic of feeling, re- 
veals a something totally unexpected by those 
who hear him for the first time — ^its harshest 
notes being, as it were, softened and deepened 
into a mysterious sort of tremour, which is irre- 
sistibly impressive, in spite of its uncouthness. 
The secret is, that Dr Inglis is a man of ge- 
nuine power, and the eloquence of such men 
VOL. III. n 
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oannot be stayed by any minor obstades fronr 
wwking its way to its object. 
< But I am forgetting tbe order in whidr all 
lliese things appeared to me. 

P.M. 



.^. . L- ' ^. .. 
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LETTER LIX. 



TO THE SAI«£r 



In witnessing the forms of tiie I^bjrterian 
Convocation, I could not help feeling a greater 
degree of interest than I should otherwise have 
done^ from the notion that in them» and, indeed, 
in the whole aspect of the Assembly, not a Utde 
might be perceived of the same appearances 
which characterized, two centuries ago, those 
more important meetings, in which the Fresby* 
terian party in Church and State took tfaie lead 
and direction. On the first day of the Assembly, 
fer example, after the Commissioner had deliver- 
ed his credentials, which consisted of a long pious 
epistle upon parchment, ftom the Prince Re- 
gent to the Ministers Bnd Elders in General As- 
sembly convened, wherein his Rojral Highness 
stimulates them to a still more zealous dis- 
enlarge of their respective duties, by all manner 
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of devout arguments, and copious quotations 
froax the minor Prophets and Epistles — and af- 
ter the Moderator had returned thanks for this 
favour, and intimated the firm resolution of 
himself and his brethren to profit, as far as the 
infirmities of their nature might permit, by the 
faithful admonitions of " the nursing father of 
our Zion," — after these ceremonies had been 
duly gone through, the whole of the forenoon, 
that is fix)m twelve tiU five o'clock, was devoted 
to a succession of extemporaneous or seemingly 
extemporaneous (Hrayers deUvered by the Mode4 
tatos hiinsdf, find aft^r him by various dergy-^ 
men in different qu^ters of the houses who ap-^ 
peared to call uppn each other for addresses to 
^e Deity, in the same 'way as the maaabers of 
less :3acred assemblies .call upon each other for 
glees and catcher. ^ This reminded me most 
§tropgly (^ the d^scriptidns which Clafendoit 
^ves of the opening of tibe Sessiotis of the 
BumpHtQ say nothiiig of the committees oi 
^is^or-genercd^ i49der CrcNotiwell. The long,) 
dreary, d|re9my,WAnderiBig,tbt'eftdles$ diacx)urses» 
t99>;«rbich;spi9e of tht t^etm^ petfoisDQers tocrifc 
9C6a#)on to d^Uyei^; yemindis^d me 0C some of tl». 
Q|9(^y y8gu«ness«f(£ c^jfild Ndl biimelf, mid thfi^ 
v^Xfi slnc^re^; absurdities 9f Sir fian^D Yatm 
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A few of the more sen^ble seniors, and most of 
tbe younger members, appeared to have soniie 
ildnt notion that a prayer to the Ahnighty ought 
not to be a composition of the same class with 
a homily to sinful men ; but, in general, those 
who condueted the devotions of the Assembly 
oi> this occasion, although they began and con>- 
duded with the usual invocation- and glorifica^ 
tion, did not in fact pray, but pr€»ch, through^ 
out the body of their addresses. It seems to me 
that there is something most oflfensively irreve- 
rent in the style of these extemporaneous efiu^ 
sions — Nay^ I do not hesitate to say, that their 
character was such as entirely to take away 
from me all notion of joining mentally in the 
cfevotions which they were probably meant to 
express. Under the mask of supplication to the 
Deity, it seemed to be considered as quite a 
proper thing to introduce all manner of by-hits 
at the errors and corruptions observed, not only 
in the practice, but in the creed also of our feU 
low-men ; and it was easy to see, that instead of 
humbly pouiing out the ai^irations of a devout 
spirit before the throne of Grace, the intention 
of the praying minister was not unfrequently 
to shew off his own skill in clearing up the 
darloiess of points, which would never have 
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been Idft mysteriotts in tbe oracles of God, had 
it been judged meet that our reason should ful- 
ly comprehend them. And yet in spite of dl 
this— the appearance of sincerity and ardour 
was 30 strong in most of the addresses, that it 
Ws impossible to listen to them witUbut feel- 
ing respect for those from whose lips they pro- 
ceeded/ and I had no difficulty in believit^ 
that custom arid ancient prgudiee might have 
been sufficient to render them the most accep- 
table vehicles for Hke warmest devotional feelr 
ings of those. Whose serious and earnest pfarfsi- 
ognomies ihet my ti)o-excursive eye in every 
quarter of the Assembly. 

As the hour of dirnier approa^ed^ "however^ 
I could not avoid observing at considerable di- 
minution in the att^ntiveness of the majority of 
the audience^ arid, at last, an apparently inteBTr 
minable orator was^ fairly jogged on the elbow 
by his neighbours, as Uje finger of the do^ be- 
gan to come within a few lines of the appointed 
period. W-;- — aiwi I adjourned with mwy 
others to the Boyal Hotel, where it is the cus- 
tom, during the sitting of the AssemUy; ibr sa$h. 
as have attended the levee of the Commissioner, 
to be present on the same day at the more 
substantial ceremonial of his dinner. The £ea$t 
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.WHS » pretty thing in its way» and djld^ipredit to 

.tibe taste of the.bcriki individual who has adven- 

;i(ured to finger the napkin of the peerless Mae- 

euUodit The <x>mp9ny» too» was splendid at my 

.lendof the tahl^, where the more fashionable 

xnemb^rs of the pairty were congregated within 

hj^ngof the Commissioner, himself. Towards 

:tlie other extremity^ ^at wh^h hi^ Grace's purse- 

ihe^irer offimted as cro^piery the company seem- 

.^.to conspist 3 mostly of d^qd personages— and 

I thought the broad hui)£ry.&ces of some of 

:tl^ebe i^i^^al divines,, 1(k^^ somewhat a^^iast 

.iipon^tbe^fine Frenchifi^^ cUs^es, .omelets, oris- 

$oles, orocats, and fiicftndcsaiis, whidbi smoked 

m all the fm^^cS gu^ bj^ieath their ^haip 

jpiostrib.-^^* Fat have w#. ^gotten hereawap'^r- 

.cried one of them^^wlpoa^ jce^n brazen voice 

.|)metratedq^ill;e across the SQom^in very iqd@- 

jQQii3»us.^distinctn$9^ ".S^t have, we hare, Dr 

HadiHwr ?— •! wish I hiul a guid platefu' of hejef 

)an' .re^is«^-rthi$ is ^^M for naebody but Mou- 

/ah«»."r^" Ye. say naetibingbjat the trowth;* 

fMid Ae other— t" an binna a bit. fite fi§h» lye 

i^t , n^hing .to ci|* a .moothfu' since; , I cap 

here the day.''— A compassionate waiter, how- 

^ ever, aoon brooght two,]large trenc^rs of roast 

mutton from the side-ti|bl^ and soothed effec- 
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^tually the clamours of these ravenous i^berdo- 
nians. They were quite silent for some t^ mi- 
nutes, I imagine ; but a salver of hock being 
carried round, they both drank with predptttt- 
tion of the unwonted fluid-- and I perceived 
them spitting and sputtering afterwm*ds, as if 
they had swallowed vinegar. I-hedTd them mut 
iiering somethmg about '* pooshening"~-biit tiie 
poison came my own way, and my attention 
was diverted from the conclusion of their col- 
loquy. 

The dinner, however, wto upon the whole 
iratfaer a stately than an i^r^eable one; and al* 
tinough the wine Was good, I can scarody say I 
regretted the eartiiiess c^ the hoar at whidb tibe 
<:!ommissioner Mse, and the party brok^ up. St 
"Was no more tiban seven wl»»i we departed, so 
ihat I.carried W— ^-i- home wiA me to Oman's, 
and gave him a bottle or two of better ckret 
^dtan his Grace's— ^for wine, after all, is an aqm- 
-vocs^r with gt>ut as well as with some other 
^tempers, and if it accdierates the advent of 
Ahe fit, there is no question it hastens alto the 
departure of Us relics. Such, at least, is the 
•creed <rf 

J^ETBR McmRi6> M.D. ice &c. &e. 
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LETTER LX. 



TO THE SAME, 



> I wsNT often to the AdsanUy during its siti 
taigs;> Jbuk, in general, Ifoitind the businesis^ in 
^hich they were engaged of a nature so duU^ 
thut I was contented to make my riaits short 
It was'coily on one day thaft I was induced to 
prolong' my stay during the whole sederunt-^ 
and, in truth, I am given to understand, that It 
is only when subjects of the sort then discussed 
edme before tfaefn, that, even among the dergy 
tfacmselri^, much interest or attention k ex^ 
cited* .'On entering the house^ indeed, I could 
not bat -remark, that the rows set apart fot 
Members of Assembly were garnished with a 
plentiful admixture of persons, obviously of a 
totally different description from those with 
whose faces I had formed some acquaintance on 
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the '^ day of prayers^.*" Here and there among 
the sober dergymen/ofi eitibeir dUie of l^bovise, 
might be seen scattei^ kiicMl' of ybuBg m^, 
who wore indeed bkck coat£^^ bat whoee whole 
air and mien were decidedly the reverde <if de- 
rical. Not a few of their fades, mcrec^er, wdie 
already familiar to mei althou^ I cotdd not at 
first bring myself to believe that they were ae* 
taally the sAme &aes I had so often speculated 
upon, among the far different aocompanimeiils 
of the Outer^House and its side*hars. A#i6nd» 
however, to whom I a^qoiied for inlbrttiition, 
told me at once that xny suspidcois: wete > pci^ 
fectly well founded, ^d that the yoimg ^m- 
tlemien whose uneedesiastical appearaneiii h&id 
struck my observation, were no other than «o 
many juvenile advocates, to whom it would smn 
their respective Presbyteries and Borouglis in 
the country had entrusted the duties ef repre- 
senting them in the General Ajssembty of fthe 
Church. You have beard, nb doubt, that a^jpsr- 
tain number of Lay Elders are admitted to idbe 
eoiinsels oLall t^e Eeelesiastical Courts in Sdot- 
land«-p-but ik>body certainly wouldj harve sus- 
pected, that such a venerable designatioii could 
be applied .to «udi persons as these young limbs 
of the law. Ccnild the spirit of Knox re^animate 
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puce mofe the dust that sleeps beneath the 
ciiancelof St €Hles% ivimt wrath would suffuse 
tibe '^^grim idsage €£ veigujee, frowning over a 
ted beard in flhftpe like linto an dtter^s tail/' oA 
seeing the seats whidi sudi laymein as Geoige 
Skidianan once held/ profaned by the intni- 

'^^nfoTlBU^ b^irs ite these. Truly, the great 
fnxmff^^tmr VTQixld bsye deemed it foul scorn 

;^iattthe Scottish Zion should seek her Ruling 
i^ers^ in tiae St0i?e«School ! 

J rThe.t lipase which had induced all thefse wor- 
thiaitO'Congi^gate them among the more 

n^ular and confidaitiaus Members of the Con- 
Tooa^lOD^^was that of a Northern Minister, (from 

^4he Hebrides I believe^y who had been aceused 
of criminal conyeisation witil^ his house-keeper, 
and who now, aSber hayui^ been tiled in sucees- 
sion by the minor jurisdietidns of the Presby- 
tery and ProvinciEd ^nod, w^ about to have 
Ms guilt or innocence finally determined by the 
npiemefiatof the infallible Assembly. The 
joooment hi&;*csuse was anno\inced,^ I observed an 
unusual oommotion. in every part of the house 
^...^ninisters^ laymen, and ladies, all alike lean- 
ing fprwitrd to catch the ipdssma verba oS the 
]^cant parscMi's dittay. It did tiot seem to^f^e 
beM|^(%er, hoM^ever, t|iatth& last named ibddy 
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of auditors should be indulged with the! full 
gratification of their curiosity, for several of the 
leading ministers round the Moderator's table 
-began immediately by nods, winks^, and point- 
ings, to intimate to them the necessity of their 
withdrawing themselves. I^^ods and winks, how- 
ever, did not produce much effect^ and Dr 
Macknight, the principal secretary of the J^S- 
jsembly, was^ obliged to make himself very con- 
spicuous by a terrific use of his lungs in ejschor- 
tation, before the whole of the ^ir visitors could 
be prevailed upon to take themselves off. After 
ikey were gone, the remaining audience seems 
cd to feel themselves at liberty to listen with 
more undisguised eagerness to the minutise of 
the affidr ; and, indeed, the prolixity of the de- 
tails to which they listened, was no less ex- 
travagant than disgusting. For myself, aftar 
hearing an hour or two of the things I became 
heartily sick of it, and would have retired had 
it not been for the sake of the specimens of cle- 
rical eloquence which I hoped to hear after the 
evidence had been gone through. Everi this, 
however, did not gratify me quite so much as I 
had expected. Dr Inglis and Sir Harry Mon« 
crieff seemed to be contented with delivering 
their opinions (which, by the way, exactly co- 
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ijicided) in as few words as possible, and €he 
banquet of expatiating and oommehtifi^ waa 
left aknost imtpiiched for the less delicate lips 
of the mmorum gentium JJei from the country^ 
The more conspicuous of the derical oratOffSr 
Yrere Dr ^l^ene Keith, a shrewd, bitter, sareas*^ 
tic humourist from Aberdeenshire, and Mit 
Lapslie, an energetic rhapsodist from the wesl^^ 
of Scotland. The last-mentioned individual » 
undoubtedly the most enthusiastic speaker .1; 
ever heard. , He is a fine, tall, bony man, with 
a face full of fire^ and a bush of white locks; 
which he shakes about him like the thyrsus of 
a Bacchanal. He tears his waistcoat open-«-he 
^reshif} Inreast as if he had scars to shew-4ie 
bdULows — ^h^ sobs — ^he weeps— and sits down at; 
the end of his hiuran^e, trembling all to the 
fingers' ends like an exhausted Pythoness. He 
possesses, undoubtedly, many of the natural ele*. 
ments of oratory— *but of perfect otaiory it may 
be said, as the Stagyrite has already said c£ 
perfect poetry, that it is the affair *^ i /cww ^frK 
«iLK« tfiffiO¥^j' I wont trouble you with the mi- 
]jkuti£e— the pocnr minijsiter was at last found in-* 
upcent-^and for how* much of his Safety he 
i^ight be indebted to the inipassioned defence 
oCJ^r^Iuai^e, I ^hs^Botpmtend to. guess* 
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' But whatever tsmy be thoiigfat oftheexiit^' 
nal shows and fonns of their iHt>cedure, I sikniidf ^^ 
imagine there eab be no moie^ Aast one «i»d tba^ 
same respectful opitnon concerning that «^eor> 
and scrutinizing st^^leof ecclesia«(ti€id diseipliJ!!^ 
of whidi such procedure cooistttutes so reiiiark<« 
able a part. It must be admitted, Da^id, in 
s{Hte of all our prgudices, that this popular :^f<n&ti 
of church gbvemment carries with it manifeld 
advantages. To you, who so well know the 
present state of discipline in the Chmreh of Eng« 
Iimd— -it is not necessary that I should say much 
on this head. That no clergyman in the Church 
of Scotland caii be suspected of any breach of 
that decorum, the absolute integrity of which is 
sa necessary to his professional usefulness, with- 
out at once subjecting himself to the anxious 
and jealous investigation of Courts composed 
as these are — ^this one circumstance is of itself 
enough to ccmvince me, that the clerical charae* 
ter in Scotlarid must stand very high in the sa- 
cred secureness of its purity. And so^^ indeed^ 
is the fact, *^ their enemies themselves being wit- 
nesses." Even W ■ > with all his Episcopalian 
prejudices, is proud of the uncontaminated eha- 
tacter of the Clergy of the Established Church 
of Scotland, and scruples Hot to express his wish 
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thai aoueiehttrdid^) with Whose fovm io£ govern- 
mtobt he is hettev pkased, w^re hetter capable of 
ntttaimng a coraq^ainsQii with tbiff. For me, I' 
WM always less of a bigot l^n W~-!-; and- 
leaily tlie tnore I see of the Kirk; the raoiie do I' 
b^^iii to>be of opinion that fornis of ecdeoaati^ 
eal govertim^ttane; after all^ of compvativdv^ 
litisle avail-^-atid tiiat'bere pa^haps as ebewhere^' 
'f'wfaat^er is best^administerod is best''^ 



ru 



Neither, after what I have heard you say so 
often and so well about the propriety of re-es^ 
tablishing the Eedesiastical Convocation in 
]^gland, can I at all doubt of your agreeing 



"^ Here some reflectioiv^ touching Che Clergy of Wales, 
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with me in admiring the iBstitUtipn of 1iie^Ge«: 
neral Assembly in Sootland. It mfty be true«; 
Aat, in the present state o( things^ fewqu^^r^ 
tlons of great moment ajfe subp^itted to th^ c^:^!^ 
sideralion of this Coult — and it may be p^^f 
that in the ibode of eoHsid^ng such ^uestiox^ 
as ar6 submitted to it, there is mudi that may^ 
QaD a smile into the cheek of a casual ohseryer^ 
But who can question that the clerical bpdy^ 
and through them the whole of those who ad- 
here to the church of Scotland — ^receive the m9St 
substantial good from this annual meeting, which 
calls all their representatives together ? The very, 
fact that such a meeting takes place, is enough 
to satisfy <me that it is prolific in benefits. From 
it there must be carried every year, into the remo- 
teist districts which contribute to its numbeirs, a 
spirit and an impetus that cannot fail to infuse fi 
new life into the whole body of the ecclesiasti^l 
polity io Scotland. From itr there must spring, 
aA unidn of purpol^e-^^ condensajtion pf endes^ 
voatw-a knowledge of what oughfe to be done^j^ 
and a wisdom concerning the mode of doing it ^ 
—which I fear it is quite impossible the cjergy-^ 
men of a church* ruled without such cqnvoc^- 
tions, should ever effectually rival. I thinkgr in 
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^ood truth, the churchmen of England should 
tio longer permit themselves to be deprived of 
-the advantages which a General Assembly can- 
4iot but confer— advantages, too, which it was al* 
ways presumed, by the great founders of their 
own polity, that the Church of England should 
and must possess. To revive any claims to that 
political authority, which the Convocation of 
England formerly possessed, would be entirely 
absurd and unprofitable ; and I think they are 
not true friends to the church, who throw ob- 
f^tacles in the way of re-establishing the convoca- 
tion by such hints as these. But there is abun- 
dant occasion for a convocation, even although 
it should have nothing to do with taxation, and 
little with politics of any kind. Besides the ge- 
neral reason of the thing, the example of the 
Church of Scotland, and the superior success 
with which its fabric seems to hold out against 
the encroachments of sectaries, should not be 
/overlooked or disdained. If the clergy of Eng- 
land possessed the means of bringing their inteU 
lects into collision, and so of shewing what their 
strength of intellect really is in the discussions of 
a great Ecclesiastical Court, I have no doubt the 
world would soon be satisfied that the^ is nq 
yoj.. 111. E 
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body of men more largely entitled to the respee^ 
and confidence of their fellow- countrymen. Th^ 
puny tribes of Dissenters, who keep up every- 
where a noisy and petulant warfare against 
the scattered and unsupported ministers <rf our 
chureh, would at once be awed into silence and 
insignificance by the shew of intellectual might 
—erudition — and virtue, which would beam from 
this majestic Assembly. The ignorant ravings 
of one set of your enemies, and the cold degrar 
ding cant of another still worse set of them, 
wopld be alike rebuked into nothingness by the 
resurrection of the slumbering genius cf yoor 
Union,. I know your feeling on this subjects 
and I know that your opinions, in regard to i^ 
have been far mcn-e matured by refleeticm than 
mine ; but here I s^ with my own eyes the ac- 
tual operation of a /similar engine, and I canno^ 
refrain from expressing to you the impession it 
makes upon me — ^too happy should any hint of 
mine be of the least power in stimulating the 
zeal of on.e so much better able to understand 
and to promote the interests of a church, which, 
however, you can neither love more warmly, nor 
venerate more profoundly, than I do. 
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I baTe» in some of my fanner letters^ said a ; 
good deal abbui tibe so^tkal style of philosb* 
phy prevalent among the Scottish UniyersijtBes * 
and Xiiterati*— and I have also said something 
about the general influeace of the peculiar style 
of religious belief, adopted by the great body of 
die nation ; but I fear, that, in regard to both 
subjects^ my mode of talking may have been 
calculated to leave you with somewhat errone- 
ous impresdons. Of late^ since the General As- 
sembly, I have directed my attention much m<M*e 
closely than I had done to the state of religion 
^n this kingdom-^I have made it my busin&is tc> 
go from church i&> church in this city, and hear 
with my own Cj^rs all the more celebrat^id preadi- 
ers it possesses — ithings which, indeed, I should 
have done niuch earlier had it not been for the 

violent prejudices of my good friend, Mr W p 

who insisted, Sunday after Sunday, on my ac- 
companying him to his pew in one particu- 
lar Episcopalian Chapel^ and, I firmly believe, 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 I'UK 6£N£UAJU ASSEMBLY- 

i¥Ould have diought it a fine thing could he have 
persuaded me to quit Scotland without having 
heard a single sermoQ in a Presbyterian kirk. I 
rejoice, on every acoount, that I broke through 
these trammels, and that in consequence of ha- 
ving done so, I shall now have it in my power to 
present you with much^ and, I hope, interesting 
information, of whidi you must othj^wise hjxye 
been deprived, 

P.M. 
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LETTiFTR LKI. 



TO TIIK SAME* 



I HA1^ tenfafked, that amotig the people of 
Scotland^ conrersation tufns much more fre- 
quently, and much more fervently^ on the cfaa*^ 
meter and attainments of individual clergymen^ 
than is at all usual with us in England^ Nor 
does it seem to me that this is ahy just sub« 
jeet of astonishment, considering what the na- 
ture of the Ecelesiastical EstaUishment in Scot- 
land really is< The disdain of those external 
formalities, by which elsewhere so great, and I 
tMnk so proper an impression is made on the 
minds of the people'M:he absence of all those arts 
which elsewhere enlist the imagination and fan- 
cy of men, on the side of that Faith which ra« 
ther «ubdues than satisfies our finite Reason-^^ 
1^ phdn austeite simplicity with whidb the 
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Presbyterian Church invests herself in all ter 
addresses to the intellect of ter adherents — ^all 
these things may in themselves be rather injudi- 
cious than otherwise, in the present state of our 
nature-^but all these things contribute, I should 
suppose, and that neither feebly nor indistinctly, 
to the importance of tlie individual priests, into 
whose hands this church intrusts the administra- 
tion of her tinadorned and unimposing obser- 
vances. Deprived of the greater part of those 
time-hallowed and majestic rites, with which the 
notions of profound piety are in other (kmiitried 
so intimately linked in the minds bf mankind^ 
and by wMdi the ffedthigs of piety are so pow^iv 
fully stimulated afid sEBtaiiied-^eprived of all 
those aids which devotion dsewhepe : bonrow% 
from the senses and the Unaginatidn — ^the Pres^ 
byterian Church p^ossesses, in her fofmat and en- 
Ipemal constitutixiHi, very few of those elem^iitci 
which contribute most effectually td the Wi^re 
of the otfier churches in Chriateiidpm^^ But tjase 
ix^ost nakied ritu^il can^Qt prevent the imagine 
ti^s.^nd the S^]mg^ ^ nf^ fi^om t^kijigihe 
cbiefjpftft i« Jii^r j*pifcty,4ind thtae, debaimdtixnia 
thei i^p^es cff tiowishddent elaer^heve -afforded; 
acf f h^0.^nttnt to €R^k nourishment c^asfrotibcfc 
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kind, in tbecontemplatiion not of Forqis^ but of 
Men. To the devout Presbyterian— *tiie image 
of his mini^^r^ and the idea of his superior sanc- 
tity, e(»»e instead not only of the ^hole cafeft* 
dar of the Oathc^ Christian, but of all the 
splendid liturgies, rand cha^iDtings, and pealing 
organs of our English cjathedrals. The church 
o£ Scotland . may say with the Greek, — "It 
is not in wide-spreading battlements, nor in 
lofty towers> that the security of our city con- 
aists— Men are our defimee."-<-r»r9i wn r« rux^oi xou 

< How great and oommandiBg was the influ- 
ence whidi the early min^t^n of the Fresbyte-^ 
nanrCfanrcfa of Scotland exerted over the minds 
of their people — ^is well knpwn to yon— 4Uid may 
easily indeed be gatfa^^ fipm all the histories 
of the tames. In those days, of course, the na« 
tuial e£GBets erf the naked ceremonial of the Kirk, 
were mightily au^nented by the persecutkm 
which preyented her 6am making free and open 
we of itis scanty sendees ; so that- tlie Minist^s 
weije often not the chief only, but the sole syiaef 
bolsr of the^&ilih of those i^ha fi>Uowed tb^ 
system, and wdre regaisded as nqfehtng less titen 
so: many abo^e^able tabernadels^ c&rl^ing/ With 
them into thewiideniefisi tfage only Viaible typ^ 
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. of their {Ufimitiye devotion. lETeii now, hen^-^ 
ever,' thelre suifyire no inconndemhie relics of 
the jS9Lme prejudkie8# wlddt thini thxoVe so Itixur 
liafftly ib the '' b^e aad desolated bosoms'" ci 
an oppressed asd inwl^ peofle^groiHdg lik» 
the Tannen of Ghilde HaioW, 

" Loftiest on loftiest and least sheltered rocks. 
Rooted ia barreonets, ^ere niought belm^ 
Of soil sustaiqed them 'gainst the Alpia« shock* - 
Of eddying storms/' ^ - 

A thousand proud, no less than pious teeoiim^^ 
tions, are connected in Scottish minds, with thdb. 
int^itjT of their eodesJastical polity, which was 
the reward of the long siifferhigB and. constaney. 
of thdr fore-fath«%;«^aad ^ith the persons of ■ 
those whom they rogaard as the heirs and off- 
spring of the principled actors in all the somes of 
thart eventful period. I have already said sorne-^ 
thing of thie attempts whidi were noi^e to re- 
presayt the first Tales of my Liandlord as ase^ 
ries of wanton attacks npon the heroes of the 
Covenant, and insults against the presbyterifm 
pr ejikidices of the majority of the Scottish pec^te. 
^hie best proof of the injustice and afasurdity.c^ 
these attetppts, : is their tot^ . fidkare. Had the. 
Tal^ of Old Mortality been written m that spi-; 
riti it would not have tdcen^its f^laoe, as it haa 
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alc^s^jr doiie, in the cbttigeh of Sodtiand, beside 
&e ^ big haVBible/Vand the origmal rude hilsto^ 
rkt of the seTenteenth centary. And if more 
proof were wantingf it would be found in the 
vetf diflbcent fate which has attended a work 
of much amusement, and no inconsiderable de- 
vemess^ written really and plainly in that spi^ 
rit of scoffing and irreverence, which the atr*' 
thor of these Noveb never could have been ca- 
pable of displaying — I mean Mr Charles Kirk- 
patric^ Sharpe's. Edition of Kirkton's Whtory. 
Mudi may, no doubts, be pazdoned in a descend* 
aat of the murdened. asehbishop-^I speak not of 
tiie man, for whom there maybe many apokv 
gies-^but of his. book, which cannot.be anywise 
defifflded when considered per se — and which 
eijcen. the Quarterly Beview wMl in vain endea- 
vour to save fitan titat utter n^^t, which is 
at once the most ju^t and the most severe pu- 
nidimettt of all.such c^eooes against ftelings in 
themsdves re^ect{Ji)le^ and in their ^ects bene* 
fioisLi; 

Ydu fWiU eomprehesdy then> that the species 
of devotion widi whkh the Scotch Presbyte* 
nans are aceui^med to regard the persons of 
thor cfei^men,: is a mueh more noble sort of 
thing Hiati tiie homage paid to Methodist pastom 
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by their saintiy flodksin Ei^Iand.. It pariakes 
of the dignity of andent reooUecticnis — and it 
borrows dignity , moreover^ firooi the wide a»d 
national cbaraeter of the feefingsi which it em- 
bodies- and expresses. Our Methodist divines, 
on the contisary, are saturated with a Tulgar han# 
quet» which has not one element of graadeur to 
Kdeem^iy portion of its vulgarity. The slavish 
wonderment with which they are gazed 'ixpaH 
by the gogglhig eyes of thdur mechanical folIdw<> 
m, is a very different sort of thing fromtthf 
filial respect with which the Moncrieffs, Inglise^ 
and Chalmerses of Scotland, are regajded by the 
devout. deseendaiits i^ the old estabUshers. of 
Presl^ytery. So much for proem. 

The first Presbyterian clergyman of Edin* 
burgh, whom I went to hear, was the same He* 
vetend Baronet of whose ^pearanee in the Ge- 
neiial Assenibly I have already flrpoken. Jbi the 
pulpit, the appearance of this maoi is quite as 
commanding, and it is (under flavour) far more 
amiable, than in the Ecclesiastical Court ; and 
this is jnst as it^should be. Heha&^apride, it 
would seem, in ke^ingiup as miidi as the times 
will perniit, noi only of the animating spairit, 
Viit the external demeanour, of the obp. Fresbjr? 
t€irian divines. They^ yqu know, set their fareid 
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entirely against the notion of any superior sanc- 
tity being attached to the mere hade ot any 
place of woivship, and in order to mark this no- 
tion in a tangible way, they introduced the eus- 
t€»n of entering the church covered. ^ Henry 
adheres even to this somewhat rude practice, 
and I observed him with astonishment walking 
fiom his vestry through the churdi, and ascend-* 
ing the steps of his pulpit with his hat on his 
bead. It was not till he had fidrly established 
himself in his seat, that he took off his hat, and 
hung it upon a peg immediately over him. I 
vras surprised, and a little o£Sended pedbaps, 
by the bppai^^it irreverence of tiiis behaviour ; 
but the servioe soon commenced, and my 
thoughts were speedily constrained to flow in a 
very different channeL 

111 his pra3r», however, and even through a 
considerable part of his sennon, I must not 
deny that tikke impression of strength and acu-» 
men; conveyed by the style of the Baronet's elo^ 
q«umpe, was istill accompanied with some sense 
of coarsesaess, not- much expected or relished 
iH'9{|cii asitdatioii by my English ears. The 
m^ty x4 such a way of preadhing, ^nottvith- ^ 
stAfidi»g, wai) suffidieiit to rivet' eflbctually my 
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attention, and Hie broad substratum of practicit^ 
pitb could not fafl to dbSne bHghtl^ tfat^oogh the 
vohintary.opakenesses he scattered over bis sur- 
face.' But tow^s the end^ wheh he had done 
witk all his bitter and dogmatic reprobations of 
those who interpret dififercmtiy irom him tfae^ 
passage on which he enlarged, and made an end 
also of hisr owb soinewhat technical expositions 
of the Calvinistic minutiae in pointy and began; 
fiurly to pres& home upbli fais pec^le the use 
which tibiey ought to make, inr tl^ir ^Uy life and; 
conversation, <^ the trudts whidi.he had hemr 
promulgatiBg Off estal^dii»g-*at iras thmiahat 
all the hamher parts oft his mind seemed to Kavcti 
been stilled into quiescence, and that aU tib» 
lines of .his: mascnlkie counteiuaiee : seemed ;to< 
thrill and vibrate with the genuine apostolie; 
tendevneaa ofl a C^»istian mimstor. I^ortwhen 
I ^booked ^up and ^saw those featurei^ wladb^ jiere^:v 
tofoye Xihad contemplated clothed ia ths^rigid? 
mairU^ <xf lUnmiHed austaity,. dissolving nam) 
andi traiiMing) witKthe wamt gushing inspira^i 
ttpn9^f)£lo?re and compassion--HCouId I belp.&eli-> 
ing, th^t tlii§-iaithe true^wafy^ in which the^c^in 
tier ;^n4rinQre iktii^tful /feeHiigs cxf h«iMAitj|r:r 
ought/ tfoijbe- made to oome m tbe^am aadalf^r 
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t^SB^danee of the sterner behests of that law wfaidi 
is.^ething unless it be severe. 

What a difierent sort of effi^ has such a tenr 
der dose as this, following after the bold and 
jgealiQg idarumsof an unsparing, (even should it 
be a rade) honesty, fitnn the puling and piping 
eehos of eternal tendemesb with which not a few 
cff tile ^pular sermcm-makers of the day think 
fit tp legfde the effeminate ears of their admirers I 
£Eow different firom the eloquence of your white 
haadkerchiefed whiners — your rii^-displayhi^,. 
fimltering, fawning, froAy weavers of pathetic^ 
penods-^y our soft, simpering saints, firom whosev 
moutiis the religioa of the Bible fiifls dilated 
and/duldfiedi like the meretridous moonlight 
burdens of an Irish melody !-^It is by the mini* 
isjtrations of these pow drawlers that the Chrisr 
tiaD faith is degraded in the eyes of men who 
9re sharp enou^ to observe these superfidal abr 
surdkies, but not wise enough to penetrate he- 
low their vdl into its true and deep-placed ma? 
jesty. It is, on the othar hand, by the mini- 
strations of such men as Sir Hesnry Moncrieff, 
that men are, or ought to be, inspired with ^n 
equal and a simultaneous reverence for the awr 
fill and the gentle notes that are ever mingled 
together in the true oracles of God. 
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I also beard Dr Ingfis preach ; and the feigii 
idea I had formed of hkn, fix>in hk speakmg irl 
the Assembly, was certainly raised, rather than 
otherwise, by the style of his eloquence in tihe- 
Pulpit. This preacher ia &r from exhibiting 
anything of the same extreme attadbment to 
the externals of the old Presbyterian Divines^ 
vrhidk I had remarked in Sir Henry MoncriefiP. 
He preadies, indeed, like st sound Calvinist ; but 
in the arrangement of his subject, the choice of 
his illustrations, and tlie whole strain of his lan- 
guage, he is very little different from the best of 
our own High-Chur(& preachers in England. I 
am sure, indeed, that (laying aside his northern 
accent, and some characteristie gestures which 
i»pe quite as peculiar to the atmosphare of the 
north,) Dr Inglis might preadi the sermon I 
heard in any Cathedral in England, and would, 
in so doing, not only impress his audience 
with great admiration of his talents, but carry 
along with him, in the whole turn of his 
thoughts and sentiments, the perfect intelli^ 
gence of their sympathies. And why, after all; 
diould I state this as a circumstance any wise 
wonderful in regard to a man who is, as I have 
already told you, an accomplished scholar both 
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in and out Df Im profession ? The Scottish cler- 
gyman, who is an accomplished divine, nuist 
hanire become suqh only by haying intensdy 
studied ^d oomprdbended the great divines of 
England. With the language of these men, and 
the knowledge of .these men, is it wonderful 
that he shoiUd also adopt their modes of think- 
ing and of feeling ? I think it wens strange, 
indeed, if he i^ould not do so. 

Sir Henry Moncrieff officiates in a d>ureh 
wMdi lies out of the town altogether, at the 
westOTi side of the Castle ; and Dr Inglis in the 
Grejrfiiars Church, whidi is situated in an ob- 
scure part of the Old Towp. But the most po« 
pular preadier of the time in Edinburgh occu^ 
pies a new and magnificat place of worship in 
the finest square^ an4 nK>st fajshionable neigh- 
boui4KX>d, of the whole city* Mr Andrew Thorn- 
son {fen: that is his name) is a much younger 
man than either of those I have described; and 
perhaps his talents are still better adapted than 
those of .either, for producing a powerful imprest 
sion pn the minds of people living in what may 
be cdOied, strictlyr speaking, the Society qfJEdin^ 
burghs Nor, indeed, can any better proof of hi* 
eminent qualificatiws be required, than the ef. 
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fect^wlrick^ unless I am quite misinf<»med, lus^ 
preaching has abeady prodUoed in the place of^ 
his mimstrations. I am assured^ that churdi- 
going^ was a thmg comparatively out of fa-- 
idAon amcmg the fine folks of the New-Town of 
Edinburgh, till this man was removed from a 
^urch he formerly held in the Old-Tdwn, and 
established under the splendid dome of St 
George's. Only two or three years have elapsed 
since this change took place ; and yet although 
he was at first received with no ineonfflderablq' 
coolness by the self-complacent gentry of Ms 
new parish, — and although he adopted nothing 
tfaait ordinary people woul4 have supposed l^Iy^' 
to overcome this coolness, he has already entirely 
subdued all their prejudices, and enjoys at this 
moment a degree of favour among all classes c^ 
his auditors, such as-^(to the shame of the world 
be it spoken) — ^very seldom faBs to the slttre cf 
such a man in such a place. 

His appearance is good ; and this is less of a 
trifle in regard to such matters ihsai he bimsefiT 
^ould perhaps be willing to allow. He is an 
iWtive and miiscular man, about finrty, and car- 
ries in his countenance the stamp of a nature 
dc^cient in non^ of those elements whidi «fe 
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lie wMis of persons placed under the continaa!" 
operation of his mtdleet Most c^ his f^tdte^; 
itidee(i» wte rather homeiy tlian otherwise' in^ 
tlttir eoAformalfon-Hbut they are aQ well defi-' 
fi^^ massy^ ai^ fliB of power. His ey^ ttt«^ 
qlildc, and ftfmly set-^his lips are bold, and ner- 
vous fai thdar motions, no le^ thaii in then: qui- 
eSeenee^-^^ nose is well carved, and joins firm- 
fy with a forehead of nliquestlonahly very fine 
and o^nmanding structure, expanded hroadly^ 
below in sinuses of most iron projection, and 
swdlibg above m a squam compact form, whic& 
harmonhies well with a strong atid curled tex- 
ture tthaif. His attitude has no great pretM- 
aoBS to graee, biit it conveys the notion of in- 
flc^Ue vigour an* deciilicKn; His voice sounds 
skMaaewiiat'liarsbly at first, but as he goes on ohe 
fei^ that>lt posdess^ a Urge compass, 'and that' 
he wields its energies with the Aiastery of a mu- 



&i liis^ m^ode of ^*eaching, he displays less 
ph^ oif fkhcy than ©r IngHs ; and he nSvef 
rises kito ally such broad and over-miftf^ririg 
bursts c^ pure passion, ^s I admired in the con-' 
dusien of SKr Henry Monciieiff's Sermon. Buf 

VOL. III. F 
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throughput, he sustains more skflfully ^ Hmtti 

either, the tenour of his whole argument^ and' 

he mixes with it all throughout a thread of feel^> 

ing, which is enough and 9iore than enough to: 

keep the interest alive and awake. But the chief 

origin of the power he has obtained, must be. 

sought for, I doubt not, in the choice of his to* 

pics — ^the b(dd and uiifearing manner in which 

he has dared to fix the attention of his audience,; 

hot upon matters best calculated to favour the. 

display of iiis own ingenuity, or to flatter their 

vanity, by calling upon them to be- ingenious in 

their listening — ^but upon plain point? of radiad 

importance in doctrine and practice, of which^ as: 

treated by preachers less acquainted with the 

actual ways of the world, it is probaUe most of 

them had become in a great measure weary; but 

which their own innate value and innate truth 

could not fail to render imperiously and ded^ 

sively interesting, the moment they began to be 

handled by one possessed of the thorough maur 

liness of taet and purpose, which Mr^horason 

cannot utter fiv^ sentences without displaying. 

To. talk, indeed, of exhausting the interest of 

any such topics by any method of treating them: 

-—would be an absurdity-^^and cannot be ex^ 
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plained in ahy ^etise, without involving^ the se- 
-v^rest of satires ilpdi those to whom the discus- 
sion is addressed. But it is, after all, a very 
wonderful thing hdw seldom one does find a 
man csirfyitig with him into the pulpit, the per* 
feet knowledge of the world as it is«-^a complete 
acquaintance with all the evanescent manifesto'- 
Bans of folly, existing, for the moment, in the 
thoughts and feelings of *' the great vulgar and 
the smidr-^nd it is no less wonderful, and far 
more pitiable to observe, with what readiness 
the cosmopolites of the day take up tirith the 
want of this sort of knowledge on the part of 
their clei'gyman, as a sufBcieht apology fot slight- 
ing and neglecting the weight of his. opinion 
in regatd to matters, their owh intense iterance 
and non-comprehension of which is sohiudi less 
excusable, or, I should rather say^ is »d entirely 
unaccduntable and absurd; Till the fine gentle- 
m^ of the present day perceive that you under- 
stand all that they themselves do, their self-love 
will not permit them to give you ctedit for under- 
standing anything which they themselves do not 
understaad-^nay-^not even for thinking that 
things are important, about the importance or 
non-importance of which they themselves have 
never had the fortune to occupy any portion of 
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their surpasaing acum^i and discernment. |^ a 
word, in wder to preach with effect to the peojde 
of the world, as they are educated now-adays, it 
is Accessary to shew that you have gone through 
all their own little track^^-and then they may 
perhaps be persuacled that you have gone be- 
yond it Now, Mr Andrew Thomson strikes 
me to be^ without elception^ one of the most 
Gomjdete masters (j£ this world's knowledge I 
ever heard preach on either side of the Tweed; 
and therefore it is that he produces a inost power* 
ful effect, by shewing himself to be entirely and 
utterly its despiser. The person who hears him 
preach has none of the usual resources to which 
nKmy are aocustomed to retreat, when something 
is said from the piulpit that displeases their pre- 
judices. Th^ cannot pretend, even to them- 
sdves, that this is a sediided enthusiast wbo 
knows no better, and would not talk so, had he 
seen a little more of life. It is dear, from the 
moment he toudies upon life, that he h&i looked 
at it as narrowly as if that observation had been 
bis ultimatum, not his mean $ and the probabi- 
lity is, that instead of smiling at his ignoiance« 
the hearer may rather find oecasioa to suspect 
that his knowledge stn^passes his own* 
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fiaving comm^d of this tare and potent en- 
gine, with which to humble and disarm that 
>!irorldly self-love, which is among the most for- 
midable enemies of a modern preacher's elo- 
^uence^^^and en^loying it at all times with the 
most Earless and unhesitating freedom, — and fol- 
lowing it up at all times by the boldest and most 
energetic appeals to the native workings of the 
heart, which may be chilled, but are seldom ex- 
tinguished,-^-~it is no wonder that thi^ iqan should 
have succeeded in establishing for himself a firm 
and lasting sway over the minds of his appa- 
rently elegant lEffid fashionable audience. It has 
never indeed been my ^rtune to see, in any 
other audience of the kind, so many of the plain 
in^nifestations of attentive and ration^ interest 
duiing divine service. As for the sighing and 
so1>bmg masters and piigse3 which one meets 
with at such places s^ Rowland Hill's chapel, 
anii now and then at an evening sehnoii iii the 
Foundling, these are beings worked upon by 
quite a 4ifferent set qf engines-^^ngine^ which 
a man of sagadous mind, aiid nervous tempera- 
ment, like Mr Thomson, would blush to em-* 
ploy^ I rejoice in finding that Edmburgh pos- 
sesses, in the heart of her society^ the faithful 
ministrations of this masculine intellect ; and it 
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is a great additional reason for rejoicings tfiat hy 
means, Ithe effect of which ^oould not haye been- 
calculated upo|i befprehaud, theae his faithful 
ministrations should have come to cany with - 
them not only the tolerance, but the favour of 
those 1;o whom they may do so much good. It 
is very seldom that the stream of fashion is seen' 
to flow in a channel so safe, and a direption sq - 
beneficial. 

Of the other members of theEstablished Church 
of Edinburgh whom I have heard preach, one of 
those who made moist impression upon my mind : 
was Dr Thomas Hacknight, son to the authdr of 
The Harmony of the Gospels, and Translation 
of the Epistles. I went chiefly from a deidre fo 
see the descendant of one of the few true theo* 
logical writers Scotland has produced, and I 
found that the son inherits the learning of his 
father. Indeed, I have seldom beard more learn- 
mg displayed in any sermon, and that, too, with- 
out at ail diminishing the practical usefulness of 
its tendency. Another was Dr Brunton, whom 
I confess I went to hear from a motive of some- 
what the same kind<^the wish, namely, to see 
the widowed husband of the autiioress of Dis- 
cipline, and the other novels of that striking se- 
ries. He has a pale countenance, full of the ex- 
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j^ession of delicacy, and a melancholy sensibi- 
lity, which is but too well aooounted for by the 
grievous loss he has sustained. One sees that 
he is quite composed apd resigned ; but there is 
a settled sadness abput his eyes which does equal 
honour to the departed and the survivor, Jn his 
sermon he displayed a great deal of elegant cixi- 
ception and elegapt jbngua^ ; and altogether, 
under the circumstances which attended him, he 
seemed to me one of the most modestly impress- 
ive preachers I have ever heard. 



P.M. 
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LETTER LXIt 



TO THE SAME. 



I BELIEVE, therefore, most entirely in thef 
merits of the Kirk — I have no doubt it is as 
well fitted as any establishment in Christendom 
could be, for promoting the cause of religion 
among the people of Scotland— *nay, I may go 
farther, and say, that with the intellectual ten-^ 
dencies and habits of this people^ it is now per* 
baps much the best they could have. 

Presbytery, however, was not established in 
this country without a long and violent strug- 
gle, or series of struggles, in which it is too true, 
that the mere tyrannical aversion of the Stuart 
kings^ was the main and most effectual enemy 
the Presbyterians had to contend withr— but 
in which, notwithstanding, there was enlisted 
against the cause of that seqt, no inconsiderable 
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near weak airmy of fellow-dtiEens, consdentioudj 
and tieyoutly adiiering to ^n opposite system. 
It 'was a pity that the Scottish Episcopalians 
were almost uniyersaUy Jacobites ; for thdr adop- 
tion of that most hated of all heresies, made it a 
oompari^iyely easy matter for their doctrinal 
eiiemies to scatter them entirdy from the field 
brfore them. Nevertheless^^in qnte of all the 
dis&vour and disgrace with whidi, for a length 
of years> they had to contend, the spirit of the 
B^soopalian Churcb did not evaporate or expire, 
and she has c^ late lifted up her head again in a 
style of splendour, that seahs to awakm oonsi- 
darahle^feeUngs of jealousy wid wrath in the bo* 
scHBis of the more bigotted Presbyterians who 
Gfmtemphtte it The more liberal adherents of 
the Scottish Kirk, however, seem to entertain 
no ^udi feelings^ or, rather, they take a pleasure^ 
in doing full justice to the noble steadfastness 
wluch has been displayed through so long a pe- 
riod of neglect, and more dian n^lept, by their 
fbUow Christians of this persuasion. To the cler- 
gy of the Episcopdy^in Church, in particular, 
they have no difficulty in conceding a full mea- 
sure of that praise, which firm adherence to prin* 
cifte has lat all times the power of commanding ; 
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and the adherence of these men has, incteeel, 
been of the highest, and most meritorious kind. 
With a self-4enial and humility, worthy of the 
primitive ages of the churdi, they have submit- 
ted to all manner of penury and privation, rather 
than depart from their inherited faith, m* leave 
the people of their sect without the support of 
Aat spiritual instruction, for which it was out of 
their power to offer anything more than a very 
trivial and inadequate kind of remuneration. 
Nay, in the midst of all their difficulties and 
distresses, they have endeavoured, with perseve- 
ring zeal, to sustain the character of their own 
body in regard to learning — and they have suc- 
ceeded in doing so in a way that reflects the 
highest honour not only on their zeal, but their 
talents. Not a few names of very considerable 
cdebrity, in the past literature of Scotland, are 
to be found among the scatt^ed and impoverish* 
ed members of this Apostolical Church— -and 
even in our own time, the talents of many men 
have been devoted to its service, who might ea- 
sily have commanded what less haroic spirit* 
would have thought a far more predous kind of 
reward, had they chosen to seek, in other pursuits 
and professions, what they well knew this could 
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never afford tiieih. In Edinburgh, two very 
bandsome new dtapels have of late years been 
erected by the Episcopalians, and the clergymen 
who officiate in them possess faculties eminent^^ 
ly calculated &r extending the reputation of 
their church, Dt Sandford, the Bishop of the 
Diocese, preaches regularly in the one, and the 
minister of the other is no less a person than Mr 
Alison, the celebrated author of the Essays on 
Taste, and of those exquisite Sermons which I 
have so often heard you speak of in terms of 
rapture-— and which, indeed, no man can read, 
who has either taste, or feeling, without admira- 
tion almost as great as your's. 

The Bishop is a thin pale man, witji an air 
and aspect fuU of a certain devout and melan? 
choly sort of abstraction, and a voice which i» 
very tremulous, yet deep in.its tones, and mana- 
ged so as to produce a very striking and im'' 
pressive effect. In hearing him^ after having^ 
listened for several Sundays to the more robust 
and energetic Presbyterians I have described, 
die ieelf as if the atmosphere had been changed 
dround, aod the breath of a milder, gentler inspi- 
ration had suffused itself over every sound diat 
vibrates tlurough the stillness of a more placid 
sther. Nothing can be more touching than the 
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paternal aflfection, with which it is plain this 
good man regards his flock ; it every now and 
th^d gives a gushing richness of power to his na- 
turally feeble voice — ^and a no less beautiful rich** 
ness to. his usually chaste and modest style of 
language. There is a quiet elegance about his 
whole appearance, which I suspect is well nigh 
incompatible with the Geneva cloak of Calvin, 
and I should have judged, from his exterior 
alone, (which is indeed the truth,) that he is 
a man of much accomplishment and learning. 

He has the character here, aiid, as W says, 

at Oxford, where he was educated, also, of being 
at once a fine scholar and a deep divine. He 
preaches, however, in-a very simple, unaffected, 
and pleasing manner — ^without any kind of dis^^ 
play, beyond what the subject seems to render 
absolutely necessary. 

Mr Alison has a mudi larger chapel, and a 
more numerous congregation, and he possessesj^ 
no doubt, much more largely the qualifications 
of a popular orator. He has also about him a 
eertain pensiveness of aspect, which I should al* 
most suspect to have been inherited fix>m the af-» 
fficted priests of this church of the preceding ge- 
neration. He has a noble serenity of counte- 
nance, however, which is not disturbed but im- 
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proved by its tinge of melandioly — ^large grey 
eyes, beaming with gentle lambent fire, and set 
dark arid hollow in the bead; Jike those which 
Rembrandt used to draw — ^lips full of delicacy 
and composure— and a tall pale forehead sprink« 
led loosely with a few thin, grey, monastic rk^<« 
lets. His voice harmonizes perfectly with this 
exterior-'-K^fear — calm-Htnellow— like that far-oiff 
mournful melody with whidi the great poet of 
Italy has brokeii the repose cS his autumnal 
evening, 

** S^uilla di lontano . 

Che paja II giorno pianger che si muore.** 

In spite of his accent^ which has a good deal of 
his country in it^ I haiFe never fa^ffird any fiUii 
read the service of oilr churdi in so fine iand im- 
pressive a style as Mr Alison. The ^*ave antiqna 
majesty of those inimitable prayers, acquiring 
new beauty and sublimity as they passed duoiigh 
Bis lips, could hot &il to refresh and elevate my 
mind, after it had been wearied with the loosie 
and extemporaneous, and not unfrequentiy, as I 
thought, irreverent supplications of the Fresby- 
tman divines. In his preaching, the effect d[ 
his voice is no less striking ; and, indeed^ much 
as you have read and admired his Sermons, I am 
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sure you would cofnfess^ after once heai'ing him/ 
that they ciamiot prodiite their full effect^ wiih-<* 
cjut the aoobmpaniment of that delightful mcisic*' 
Hereafter, in reading them, I shall always have 
the memory of that music ringing faintly in my; 
ear»-«-ahd recall, with every grand and every 
getitle dose, the image of that serene and solemn 
countenance, which Nature designed to be the> 
best commrentary on the meanings of Alison; 

As to th6 peculiar views of the subjects of 
religion, which are most commonly presented/ 
by the Sermons of this elegant preacher — I need 
not say any thing on tdat head to one so much 
better acquainted with all his works than I can 
pretcshd to he* There is one point, however, hi 
which I could not but remark a veiy great dif-\ 
ference between him and all the other preachers: 
I have ever heard in Scotland. He is the .only 
man among them vfho seems to be alive as he: 
should be to the meaning and power of the ex-: 
temal world — and who draws the illustrations of 
his discourses from minute and poe^eal habits: 
of observing Natul^* A truly poetical air of 
gentleness is breathed over all that he says, pro-; 
ceeding, as it were, from the very heart of that, 
benevolent All, wfaidi be has so delightedly and 
so intelligently surveyed. And, indeed, from 
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Mrfetot precious stores of thought, and feehngs. 

ijnftpt^aated and enriched wiUi thought, do they: 

shut themselves out> who neglect this beautiful 

field, and address Christian auditors almost as if 

Gtod had not given them 6yes to drink in a sense 

of his greatness bxiA his goodness, from every 

thing that is around them-^who speak to the 

rich as if thei*e w6re nothing to i^dften, ahd to the 

poor as if there were notliing to elevate, in the 

conteniplation of the glorious handi\vorks of 

God — as if it were in vain that Nature hdd pi^ 

pared her magnificent consolation for all the sick 

hearts and weaiy i^irits of the earth-^- 

ci p^f y^^ ^^ii evening hath its shining stkt. 
And every Sabbath-day its golden sun." 

It is singular, I think, that the other distinguish- 
ed preachers, of whom I have spoken, should so 
needlessly debair themselvel^ from all this rich 
range of sentiment and of true religion. Above 
dl/in the Prtesbytcsrian divines, I was not prepa- 
red to find such barrenness — having, I believe^ 
top hastily interpreted in my own way, a certain 
b(98itttiful passage in Wordsworth, when the an-r 
cimtfScottish Wanderer, the sau^e on whom 

** The Scottish Church had from his boyhood It^id 
The strong arm of her purity"- ■** * 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 ME ALIflOK. 

^-where the Wandeta is made to speak of tike 
style of thought prevalent amcog the old p^se^ 
cuted Covenanted, and says pronfiy^ 

*' Ye hfiTe turned mj tboHgbts 
Upon our brave progenitors, who rose 
Against idolaters with warlike mind. 
And ibrunk from vain observanoei, t» hurk 
In caves and woods, and under dismal rocks. 
Deprived of shelter, covering, fire, and food ; 
Why ?— For the very reason that they fek 
And did acknowledge* wheresoe'er th^ moved^ 
A spiritual Presence — oft-times misconceived* 
But still a high dependance» a divine 
Bounty and government, that filled their hearts 
With joy and gratitudei and fear and lovf : 
And from their fervent lips drew hymns of praise> 
With which the deserts rang— ^Thpugh fiivoured lesa 
Were those bewildered Pagans of old time* 
Beyond their own poor nature* and above 
They looked ; were humbly thankful for the good 
Which the warm sun solicited — and earth 
Bestowed : were gladsome-— and their moral sense 
They fortified with reverence for the Gods : 
And they had hopes which overstepped the grave.^ 

Of all the Samons of Alison^ those whieh I 
love the most, are the four on the Seas^is-^they 
i^re by &r, in my mmd, the most ojriginal and 
the most delightful he has ever produced. But 
something of the same amiaUe inspiration may 
be observed minglhig^tself in every discourse he 
utters. It is easy to see that his heart is pene« 
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tnktcid, find it is no wonder bi$ tongue should 
<i1^*i?floW with the calm eloquence of Nature. 

The church to which these preachers belong, 
is at present, as I have said, supposed to be in a 
more flourishing condition than heretofore— nay, 
unless W— - misinforms me, she numbers 
amcmg her adherents a very large proporticm 
of the landed gentry all over this part of the 
island. In the remoter districts, however, the 
^Episcopalian clergy are said to be still labouring 
under a constraining waght of penury, which 
there does not seem to be any immediate pro- 
spect of relieving. In order to supply in some 
measure to their Pastors, the defects of the regu- 
lar maintenances aflforded by their small scatter- 
ed flocks, a fund has been raised by subscription, 
the produce of which is annually applied, ac- 
cording to the best discretion of a committee of 
the most eminent members of the sect in Scot- 
land. Of the subscriptions by which this fund 
is' supported, a Very lalrge part is said to conie 
from England. Nothing surely can be more 
laudable than the sympathizing zeal, which has 
led so many of the dignitaries of our church to 
ccmae forward liberally in behalf of their less for- 
tunate brethreti in the North. But I think the 

TOL. III. ' G 
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{icptt^b li^seoptaliand ought to r€sneiiiba!:l|«t 
in4^^dence was tbeold boast of their ooimliy, 
Mad insist upon providing for tlieir own olorgy 
entirely from their own funds. For the hisbpps 
of this diurch, however, from whatever .qu#i|er 
4t may be derived, there is no question some 
nore liberal provision ^ould be niade* It is a 
4shame in those who profess to think, as good 
Episcopalians do, oonceming the natiire of the 
episcopal office, that they should permit, ejfsoel- 
knt and learned bishops of their own charch^to 
be poorer^ as is often the case, than the sio^ple 
{Hresbyters of the Established Kirk around tfa^ip. 
I have told you, that, in general, the Ch^tircih 
5>f Scotland holds her ground more firmly agaiUBt 
Dissenters than that of England — and yet th^^ 
are abundsCnce of Dissent^s in Edinburgh, o^fr 
and above the Episcopalians, who would p<^h^^ 
object to being included under that name. Tliefe 
are Tabeniaclites^ and Haldanites, and Weslpy- 
an Methodists, and other Independents, of sevep^ 
jdiflFerent kinds, and a very few Unitarians-T;^4 
there are $ome Catholics — all these congre^tions, 
for the; most part, consisting of pa'sonp in very 
humble ranks of sodety. But the most formi- 
dable enemies of the Kirk, are those who have 
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Absented from her on very trivial groaiids^ and 
Me not, indeed, very easy to be distdnguidied 
Stom her in any way adapted to the compre- 
hension of the uninitiated stranger. Such are 
tihe Burghers and the Anti-Burghers, both of 
whom separated themselves from the Establish- 
ed Church, in consequence of their adopting dif- 
&r^nt views, concerning the lawfulness of a cer- 
tein oath required to be taken by tiie burgesses 
of a few towns in Scotland. The Anti-burghers 
are, I believe, the more numerous body of the 
two, and they again have fallen out among 
themselves, and so ^ven rise to the rival sects of 
Old Light Anti-burghers and JVew Light Anti- 
burgfiers. From what particular circumstances 
these most picturesque designations^ have been 
derived, I know not and care not, and I am sure 
your curiosity is as small as mine. It so hap- 
pens, however, that both the Old Light and the 
New Light are in some considerable estimation 
at present in Edinburgh, by reason of the more 
than common talents and respectability of their 
respective pastors, both of whom, as it happens, 
<lffe among the most distinguished Scottish lite- 
iiiti of the d«y. The New Light Anti-burghers 
enjby the ministrations of no less a person than 
Dr M*Crie, the author of the Life of John Knox 
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— and the natural obscurity of the sect accounts 
for what at the time I could by no means uiider^ 
stand— the ignorance, namely, under which the 
Edinburgh RevieWiers professed theBteel^eiS td 
have been even of the existence of such/a per&^ 
as Dr M^Crie, till the day bis history w^ pvib- 
iished. The Old Light, on the othef ha;nd, Art 
ruled in spiritucMms by Dr Jaixiieson, the au*- 
thor of the admirable Dictionary of the Scottish 
Language, and many other works illustrative bf 
the ancient history and manners of his country. 
Notwithstanding the eminent abilities and learn- 
ing possessed by both of these individuals, their 
labours have not, so far as I have understood, at- 
tracted any considerable addition to^ the adher*- 
ents of their respective sects — ^but the authority 
of their names must, without doiibt, be effittci- 
ous in preventing those who have been educated 
in either of the Lights^ from reverting to the 
darkness of the Established Kirk — ^to say notimig 
of the more than Cimmerian obscurity and 
'^ night palpable" of the Episcopalians. 

And yet notliing surely can be more absurd, 
than that two such clergymen should be lending 
support to two such pitiable sets of schismatics. 
I can understand very well, that there are many 
cases in which it would be wrong to interpret 
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agaimt tbte isrrors oi schism — ^but I am, indeed* 
very sorely mistaken if such matters as the dis- 
putes upon which these New and Old Light-men 
liave separated from the Kirk of Scotland, can 
]by a^y pos^ble logic be brought into the num- 
ber of allowable exceptions to so great and im- 
portant a rule. If anything were wanting to 
make the cup of their absurdities overflow, it is 
the pettii^ and splenetic hatred which they sean 
to bear to each other^-^fpr I believe the New 
thinks the Auld Light devotee in a much worse 
(iK>nditlo|i th^ the adherent of the Kirk itself— 
and, pf course, vice versa. Nay — such is the ex- 
lireme of the folly — ^that these little Lilliputian 
controversies about burgess oaths, &c. have been 
i^arried into America by Scottish emigrants, and 
^are at this moment disturbing the harmony of 
Hie Church of Christ in a country where no bur- 
gess oath ever existed, or, it is probable, ever 
will exist. Beyond the mere letter of their for- 
mal disputes, these Dissenters can have no ex- 
cuse to offer for their dereliction of the Kirk. 
They otnnofc accuse her clergy of any want of 
zeal, worth, or learning. In short, their dissent 
is only to be accounted for by the 'extravagant 
vanity and self-importance of a few particular 
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theoriste^^^bsurdly inherited and maintained by 
men whose talents, to say nothing of their piety; 
should have taught them to know better.* 

I went, howerer, to hear Dr M'Grie preadi; 
and was not disappointed in the expedaitions T 
had formed from a perusal of his book. 'He i& 
a taU, slender man, with a pale &ce, full of 
shrewdness, and a pair of black piercing eyes — ^ 
a shade of deep secluded melancholy passing ever 
and anon across their surface, and dimming their 
brilliancy. His voice, too, has a wild but v^ 
impressive kind of shrillness in it at times. H^ 
prays and preaches very much in the usual style 
of the Presbyterian divines — ^bvit about. all that 
he says there is a certain unction of sincere, old- 
fashioned, haughty Puritanism, peculiar, so fir 
as I have seen, to himself, and by no means dis* 
pleasing in the historian of Knox. He speaks^ 
too, with an air of authority, which his high ta- 
lents render excuseable, nay, proper-^but whidi 



* I have since heard that the Burghers and Anti-burghers 
are taking measures to form a coalition, and willing, band 
Jidcj to drop all remembrance of their feuds. This is excel- 
lent, and does honour to their respective kadiers: I would 
hope it may prepare tlie way for t{ie return of all these disr 
senters (who can scarcely be said to have even a pretence for 
t) $Q tti^ir allegiance to the Mpther-toiic. * ' 
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few could venture upon with equal success. I 
went on the same day to hear Dr Jamieson, and 
found him also a sennUe and learned preacher. 
He is a very sagacious-looldng person^ with 
tsri^ht grey eyes» and a fuU round &oe— ^the 
tones of his voice are kindly and smooth, and 
i^together he exhibits the very reverse of that 
aaehoretic aspect and air which I had remaiked 
in Dr MCrie. I could see that the congregations 
of both these men regard them with an intense 
degree of interest md affectionate humility— « 
BJX which, to be sure, is extremely natural and 
proper. So much for th/e JJew and Auld 
lights, 

As I anjL so very soon to visit the West <rf 
SoptljUid^ where I am assured the head-quarters 
of Fresbyterianism are still to be found in the 
cdd haunts of the Covenjanters^ I shall defer any 
farther remarks I may have to mal^ upop th^ 
state of religion in Scotland,, till I have added 
the whole of that rich field to the domain pf my 
observation. /^ 

fel I ' • P. M. 



P. S, Many thanks fen: your hint about Old 
Potts. I fear I have been behaving very badly 
indeed— but shall endeayojur to find time for 
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icribbling a few p9ge8 suitable to his tastes^ be* 
fore I set off for Glasgow. As for the £500--I 
rather think you ought to fight shy — ^but, no 
doubty you are as well up to that matter as I 
am. I shall advise Potts to come down to the 
North, where, in good truth, I do think he 
would make a noble figure. There is no Dandy 
in Edinburgh worthy to hold the candle to our 
friend. 

R M. 
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LETTER LXIII. 

TO f EEDINANP AUGUSTUS POTTS, ESQ.. 
Claraidon Hotels BonA-Strect* 

I WISH to God, my dear Potts, you would 
come down to Edii^burgh, and let me engine 
apartments for jou at the Royoil Hotel, Axe 
you pever to extend your conquests beyond 
London or Cardigan ? Are you to lavish your 
captivations for ever on BondrStreet niiUineii^ 
and blowsy WelchwQmep ? Why, mj dear sir, 
your face uiust be, as wdl known about St 
James's as the sigp pf the White-Horse Cellar, 
a»u]( your tilbury i^d dun gf^ng as^famUiar to 
the cockneys as the Jjord Mayor's coach. Even 
Stulze himself cannot possibly d^guise you as 
formerly. Your surtouts, your upp<^ Benja- 
mins, your swallow-tails, your club-coats; your 
orange tawny Cossacks, are now displayed with- 
out the slightest effect. It matters not whether 
Blake gives you the dut of the Fox, the Bear, 
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or the lion, whether you «port moustacfaea of ^ 
l9ock your whiskers, yours is an old face upon 
town, and, you may rely on it, it is wdl kQown^ 
to be so. Not a girl that raises her quizzing-i 
^ass to stare at you but exclaims, ** Poor Potts ! 
how altered he must be. I have heard mamma 
say in her time he was good-looking ; who could 
l»ve believed it?** Every young Dandy that 
^fiquires your name is answered with, " Don't ^ 
you know Old Potts ?'' '' Old Potts ! why, that 
gentleman is not old." ** No ! bless your soul, 
he has been on town fixr the last twenty years.** 
Yet let not all this mortify you, my dear fellow, 
for you are not old. Six-and-thirty is a very 
good age, and you are still a devilish good-look- 
ing fellow. What you want is a change of scene 
to extend your sphere of action, to go wher?. 
yoiU* face will be a new one; and, whenever 
you do so, you may rely on it you will never 
be called « Old Potts.^ Now, if you will take^ 
my advice, and decide on shifting your quarters^ 
I kiQow of no place that would suit you half so 
wdl as Edinbui^gh. Your tilbury and dun gelct- 
ing (though they will stand no compari^en with ' 
Scrub and the shandrydan,) will cut a much 
greater dash in Prince's-street than in Hyde- 
Park ; and your upper Benjamin and orange 
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tiiumy Cossacks wiil reiuler you a perfect Draw^ 
caiii$ir among the ladies. As a Jehii, you will 
have Tio rivals in Scotland. A brace of heavy 
dragoons, to be sure, are occasionally to be -seen 
pamding in a crazy dog- cart, in the seat of 
which their broad bottoms appear to have been 
wedged with much dexterity, and a writer or 

two, particularly a Mr , the Lambert of 

tiie Law, (weighing ^bout twenty stone,) is 
sometimes to be met with in a lumbering buggy, 
moving at the rate of the Newcastle waggon, 
and drawn by a horse, whose tenuity of careasef 
forms a striking contrast to the rotund abdotneipi 
of his master. Scotland, to say the truth, has 
produced many painters, poets, heroes, and phi- 
losophers, but not a single nrhip. Indeed, since 
my arrival in Edinburgh, I have heard of a Scots- 
man having discovered the perpetuvm mobUe, but 
riever of any one who could drive four spanking 
^ in real b^g-up style. Your talents in that 
department will, therefore, castihem all into the 
shade ; and I will venture to predict, that nei^ 
ther writer nor heavy dragoon will dare to shew 
his nose in a buggy after your firsIT ap^pearance 
ill the north. 

I assure you, by coming down to Edinburgh 
f^a Will^add mightily to your impar^nce. Iti 
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London you are but a star (a star of the fiirst 
magnitude, I admits) in the mighty firmament 
of fiuhion. Twinkle as Isight as you please^ 
there are a thousand others who twinkle just a9 
bristly. In short, you are, and can be, but one 
in a crowd, and I defy you to poke your head 
into a large party without micountering fiftjr 
others whose claims to distinction are quite as 
gpod as your own. But here you will be thf 
sun in the qplendid heayoi of Bon-ton, the pa- 
tulaJaguM^ undar whose spreading brandies the 
admiring and gentle Tityri of the north will be 
proud to redine : — 

Potts, like the Sim, in Fashion's heaven shall Uase, 
While minor planets but reflect his rajs. 

All this, my dear fiiend, I submit to your own 
good sense and deliberate consideration. In the 
meanwhile, I shall endeavour to enable you to 
judge with more pred^ion of the advantages of 
my plan, by throwing together, for your infor^ 
mation, a few short remarks on the state of Dan- 
dyism in the North* 

The Dandies of Edinburgh possess a finer 
theatre whereon to display their attractions than 
those of any other dty in the three kingdoms, 
You have nothing in London which, as a pro- 
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m^nade, can be compared to Prince's-street. 
Bond-street is abominably narrow and crooked, 
and really contains nothing to gratify the eye 
but the living beauties who frequent it, and the 
gold snuff-boxes and India handkerchiefs which 
decorate the windows. St James's-street is bet- 
ter, but it wants extent, and Dame-street in 
Dublin' has the same fault. Oxford Road is 
perhaps 4ess exceptionable than either ; but it in 
unfeisMonable, und, at best, holds no greater at- 
tractions thto can be aflforded by an almost end- 
less vista of respectaWe dwelling-houses and de- 
cent shops. Btrt Prince's-street is a magnificent 
terrace, upwards of a mile in length, forming 
the boundary of a splendid amphitheatre, and 
Bfibrding to the promenading DaYidy a view not 
only of at^ificial beauties, but also of some of the 
subliitoest scenery of Nature. There, when the 
puneh^-bowl is empty, and " nighf s candles are 
burned but," he may stagger down the steps of 
the Albyn Club, and behold 

'^ Jocund day 
Stand tiptoe on the misty mountain's top,'* 

as the sun majestically raises his disk above the 
top of Arthur's Seat. There is something rund 
and gratid in the prospect which it affords you. 

IS 
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Not that sort of niiality {\£ I may ooin a wffci) 
which ;L€igh Hunt enjoys at Hampstead^ wfatdi 
arises chiefly from the preseace of green txees^ 
and may therefore be equally ^oyed i» the 
Champs Elis^s or V aoxbaU ; but those fedtiiigs 
of rural grandeur whidb we derive from gazing 
on the loftiest objects of Nature*. From the 
crowded dty we behold the undisturbed dwell- 
in j^ of the hare and the heath*fowl — ^from amidst 
the busy hum of men we look cm recesses where 
tibe sound of the human voice has but rarely 
penetrated, on mountains surrounding a great 
metropolis, but which rear thdr mighty heads 
in solitude and silence* What pleases me moie 
in this scenery is, that it is so perfectly diame- 
taristic of the country, so truly Scottish, fEran- 
sport Arthur's Seat to Paris, and the ChamjAs 
JSMs^s to Edinburgh, and you disfigure both 
capitals, because the beauties you trani^ose are 
not in harmony or keeping with the rest of the 
picture. No man in Edinburgh can fi»r a mo- 
ment for^t that he is in Scotland. He is in 
" the land of the mountain and flood/" and these, 
in thdr greatest beauty, are continually feeding 
his eyes. But I am treating you like a Un^ 
lord, who. intending to give his guests an (MUv 
nest of the good cheer he has provided for- them, 
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imffHts them .with the {^loiq^t of the Bfit^ but 
ii«Btts ^ veil ovef the only thing they care about, 
t^vizi the Ic^ of mutton* 

'>;. I am not ^uite certain that Scotland can pro^ 
4ttee a angle specimen of the genukie Dandy. 
Jn &ct^ the term here appears to me to be both 
impfirfectiy undrarstood and very grievously mis- 
applied^ Were I to divine the meaning of the 
word from the qualities of those persons whom 
it is here used to designate, I should conceive a 
'Dandy to be nothing more than a gaitleman in 
a white greatrcoat and a starched cravat, or, in 
the most liberal extension of its meaning b per- 
iS/cm who is rather gay and foppish in his dress# 
But. a Dandy is something more, nay, a great 
deal more/ than all this. I should define him, in 
few words, to be a person who has acquired aofh 
9 degjee of refinement in all matters of ta:^ as 
is unattainable, or at least unattained, by the 
generality <rf his countrymen. Dress,- therefore^ 
does not constitute Dandyism ; because dress is 
only one of the many modes in which this fasti- 
dious refinement is displayed. A true Dandy 
decorates his person far less with the view of 
eaptivation^ than from the abstract love of ele- 
gance and beauty, in which he delights. His 
extraordinary attention to his toilet is th^efore 
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quite cconpatible vnf^ tlfe utter absmce of per* 
8onal vanity^ andl*the same rulteg prind^e is 
uniformly visible in his habit§^ bis manners, and 
his etijoym^tKts^ Nothillrgy tberefbre, is more 
easy than to distinguish the real D^^y fiom 
the hnpostor. The latter t^v» eati'matntsia 
the saine consistency of charactei* whi^ Is in* 
separable from the former. Fc^ instwc^^ tig 
in Old Slaughter's Co£%e4»dM^, t ffiMdV^ « 
gaudy coxcomb cbitiplaeeiitly devoufiMg a to^li 
beef-steak/ atid eittradfihg the Sliiilig <^ a poi 
of porter, I know at once, from the co^ffsenesA 
and vulgarity of his appetite, that he has fto 
real pretensions to the character of a Daiidy» 
In this country, when I find the very Arbitri 
Elegantiarum, the DiUetanti Sodety, holdit^ 
their meetings in a tavern in one of the filthi- 
est doses of the dty, braving, with heroic cou- 
rage, the risk of an impure baptism frOTi the 
neighbouring windows, at their entrance and 
thdr exit, and drinking the memory of Michael 
Angelo, or Raphael, or Phidias, or Milton, in 
libatiotis of whisky-punch, I cannot but consi- 
der that the coarseness of their habits and pro- 
pensities appears utterly inconsistent with that 
delicacy of taste in other matters to which they 
make pretension. But, that I may not carry 
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m^^'system of exclusion too far/ 1 atn inclined to 
divide the Dandies into two elates — the real 
and the imitative. The former being those who 
rcfa»Uy accord wi^'the definition I have already 
gvven, and tiie latter merely a set of contempti- 
'bk^ spooneys, who endeavour to attitict attentioh 
by copying peculiarities which they really do 
not p<!>5isess. I have already hinted that the 
ZMtndies of the North aire chiefly of the imitative 
description. They want that boldness of charac- 
ter, and strength of outline, which distinguish 
tbehr more accomplished pit)totypes iii the South. 
-TJiity havfe none of that redeeming elegance-^ 
that viirible consciousness of superior bon-ton-^ 
tbit calm aiid non-chalant assurance of manner 
— tlrat complacent look of contemptuous self- 
approbation, which almost succeeds in disarm- 
ing ridicule, by shewing that on such a subjecf; 
ridicule would be exerted in vain. There are 
no Scottish Petershams, no Brummells, no Sicef- 
fingtohs, no Cottons, ho Nugehts, no Churchills, 
no Codks, no M*Kintions, no Websters, no Fox- 
es, and, what is more, ho Pottses. One reas6n foir 
this striking inferiority certainly is, that this 
metoo|>olis is only the casual and transient re- 
sort of the aristocracy of the country. Very few, 
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in^beedf of the nobUitj make EjcUnburgh tb^ 
pernuaieat residwct; »nd those are soueely 
svi^k^ tQ Iwvm the groat isaas df ftodety i9 
whkh tHey »re nungled. By far the greater 
pr<^portioiii, ther^ore — ^indeed I may say the 
Fhote q£ |he y^iwg men of thi3 city bel<»ig (o a 
pro^aion. — They are lawyers, attpmies^ m^- 
diaqtSi soMa^i^^ sailors, and India nabobs. Naw» 
I need not tell you, my dear Potts, how utter- 
ly ridiculous it is» in most of these men, to set 
up in the charaqter of Dandies. What do you 
think of aDapdy in a three- tailed wig? Of a 
^pandy making out a mittimus^ and writii]^fpa- 
jpers for the princely remuneration of ihre^^^^ 
a*.page ? Of a Dandy who has betgn accustcx^ed 
to reef top^^sails, and swallow salt junk in a oock- 
pit ? Of a Dandy who sells sugar, and speculate 
in shag-tobacco ? Or of a Dandy who has all his 
life been drilling black men, or growing indjgo 
in the burning plains of Hindostan ? It is si^ch 
p^ple^ my dear Potts, whom I wish you to 
come hither to edipse. It is over such Ipving 
and obedient subjects (as J am sure y<m..wiU 
find them) that I desire you to i^eign. ^rom a 
simple centumvir I would raise y qu to be a king. 
Thpy have jthe capacity to admire, without the 
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power of rivalling ybu ; and, as Ingleby is ac- 
knowledged flie Emperor of all Coiijiirorii, isio 
will Potts be instantaneously hailed a$ the Great 
Mogul of all the Dandies of Scotland. 

Fashion does not travel, like Fame, on the 
wind ; and I have often remarked, with won*, 
der, the prodigious length of time whicli she re- 
quires to perform even a journey of four hun- 
dred miles. The Ldhdoti newspapers arrive here 
!n three days ; but the London fisdhions are ge- 
tieratty a couple oF years on thd road, l^or in- 
istanee, white great-coatSj which Were utteriy ex- 
|il6dei three seasons ago in London, are now in 
full bloom ih Edinburgh^ and are reckoned quite 
ttie ^o. The hatsj coats, and inexpressibles^ 
which now greet my eyes, atre all equally ah- 
ti^ue in point of fashion ; and 1 remember, ih 
l^tTi that the beaux of CheapsSde were distin- 
guished* by much the same cut and cotour of 
dress as that which 1 now observe from rny t^- 
dowi 6^1 tho^e frequenting the welUknbWn sho]^ 
of that accurate reasoher a ^Kwfe/tonV Christie 
iTie breeches-maker/ There are, it is true, m 
this city, some agents or emiiSiiiHes 6f London 
ttilors, who receive orders to procui^e supplies of 
town-made habiliments foir sudi gentlemen as 
are dissatisfied with the taste and skiU of their 
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indigenous Schneiders : but either these houses 
are not of the first water in their profession, or 
they presume considerably on the Ignorance of 
their customers ; for I really never could per- 
ceive much superiority in the articles thus im- . 
ported, over the native productions of the coun- 
try. But it were well if want of fashion were 
the only objection that could be made to the 
jcostume of the Scottish Dandies. There appa- 
rently exists, among some of them, a total want 
of taste, and ignorance of propriety in dress. 
Folks in this country may be seen writing law- 
papers in leather-breeches and jockey-boots, ps^^ 
rading Prince's Street in shooting-jackets a^ 
long gaiters, and riding on horseback in nankeen 
trowsers and double-channelled pumps. Now, 
nobody can appreciate better than you the gross 
errors of which these people are guilty ; — ^no- 
body can shew them better a specimen of that 
true taste in dress, which confers even a grace 
upon foppishness, by never suffering it to devi- 
ate from the nicest propriety. There is a rule 
of fitness which you must teach these Scottish 
satellites of yours never to profane. Let them 
know that a man should dress differently when 
he intends to ride a fox-chace^ or to walk the 
streets ; — ^that he need not put on his sporting 
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paraphernalia when he means merelj to hunt for 
precedents in the Dictionary of Decisions; — that 
there is something absurd in eating ice enve- 
loped in an upper Benjamin^ and vulgar in going 
to the dress-boxes of the Theatre in & morning 
surtout and coloured cravat. In short, you will 
have much to teach, and they much to learn ; 
but as I am sure this will be a mutual pleasure 
to you both, I need say no more on the subject. 
At routs and balls, your appearance will form 
no less remarkable an era than on the pavS of 
Prince's Street In you the belles of Edinburgh 
will at once recognise a being of a superior or- 
^ter, whose slightest attentions cannot but confer 
honour on all to whom they are paid. If you 
want an heiress in a snug small way, there are 
abundance of little misses who will jump at 
your knowing exterior with an ala^iity most 
pregnant of dismay to the discarded would-be 
Dandies, on whom their encouraging smiles are 
at present lavished^ only because there is no op- 
portunity of bestowing them more wisely^, At 
the dubs, you will be hailed and greeted with 
a warmth wbidi; in spite of Its Tolgariiy, must 
be in some mcfusure ^^^ratifying toi your vanity. 
You'tjeed only, in a word, utter your ^t, and 
take possession of the Dandy sovereignty of the 
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my dear Fotte-^-a^ yet why should I say so ?-.r- 
for. I fip^r, were you ppce estaUished in thc^ 
sweety of A\k^xfcx9icy^ th^re would be tittle 
diance <^ wipi^iiig Jfrom you Qvea a casHal visit 
to yc^ir old friends ia the South. 

I am much to blame for not having sooner re«^ 
deemied my prop^ise oC writing tp you ; but I 
had made an earlier and more serious promise q£ 
the i^ame ki|)d to our cousin David Williams, 
and my correspondence with him has been a& 
piuph as I cppld well^ fnai^age. I har^ besides 
bcien phliged<| for obyipus r^easons, tq addresfi^A 
few epistles to Lady Johnes; and^^ in shprti I> 
piopoKse keeping the cfeaoi pf wy obis^yf^qii 
to amuse you next Christm^f^^ wh^9.>i;e;i9efttf 
as Qur use i^, at the hospitaUj^ mscmof^ of y^^: 
wncfie. J am just about to le^ve Igf^buigh fw 
the present— TO that, if I find time to wi^ 
agaip, I ^all probably address yw firopa GIm- 
gpw, w spnae of the otlner f*QviIKJ^ «&i of. 
Bindyi^, ' .7 , 1 . : 

• ' ' » •• ' . i -•;•'./ ^ '.'. • ./,: ■.. .) 

y / Moit aincetej^'yoiwsi, 1 •;: x . rA r..: 
i •. ' ■'. .../;>; -\ >":•;. 1/ / -: ' 7 a ui .v.jo { ' -^P^.Mi' 
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'^ TO T«B MBVi l>AYI'Df WILLIAMfik 

TBarrE^ZTiiY wal3 one ef Ifae hoppi^t dirfr^ 1 
Ilitvft spent shiee my pretent tnr^els began ; asid' 
illll0(igh I kad timo^ madd;up nrjr hnndtiy^ 
tfifMiUe younritbno tedfelett^s of a merdjrdcv 
geriptiYe diaracter, I diink I mntt T^nAnre iqaott 
^ving yofi totne aeooant of it Part of it^ boW" 
tffety tras ^pmt in the oradpany of several iiidi^^ 
ttdustte whoth I had fav aalne weeks £Bk>a con- 
did^ra^le ouiloiity to see a little more of^whom^ 
iiidMd; tm^f ^frietld W--*«-^ kad: loxig ago paro^ 
Msed ^introduce md^e fidky to my im|naMll^ 
aneei* and> df whon^ mcWeoTdr^. Lam- sore yon 
wilMbe viM^^gbd'tofaeskr isne say.a.ftbrifaoBiik 
IBM I shHH^ be cdftt^nidd^with givibg'yoa:a^ii- 
l^kivfe "^ tile wliQliid&y^ p#bs«ding6ii|aiit.as 
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Mr W— SN* and I were invited to dine with 

to Mr G , to whom I had been introduced by 

H letter from my old and excellent friend Sir 

fe rvn t B >' ' • ■ , and whose name you have often 

seen mentioned in Sir ¥^^ — ^'s writings. His re- 
sidence, at the distance of some six or seven miles 
from Edinburgh, had hitherto prevented me from 
being much in his society ; biit I was resolved 
to set apart one day for visiting him at his villa, 
ftnd W « < ' was easily persuaded to accompany 
me, The villa is situated on the banks of the 
Eske, in the midst of some of the most cl«ssi6al 
licenery in all Scotland, so we detetmined to 
start early in the day, and spend the xnotmngih 
viewing the whole of that beautiful glen; ar- 
ranging matters so as to arrive tit Mr G "- > * 8 m 
good tinie for dinner. Knowing that the £fc- 
trick Shepherd is a dear and intimate friend of 
Mr G*«P~.'s, I asked him to take Uie spare seat 
in the shandrydan, and promised to bring him 
safe home in the eveiung in the sam^ vefaiele. 
The Shepherd consented* Mr W«-«t-^ ^ave iis 
a cafHtid breakfast in the<Lawnniatket;.and the 
dtandrydan was ia- iidi. career fear BosUn Cailfe 
by ten?o'elock, Horso/^itd I9fin^ th0i!nji<^le,psrty 
wele in h|gh'^ifi(»; but the'gliy^st4(f tj^ wh^ 
was the worthy Shepherd, who mad^hia.^ppe^F- 
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anm on this o6ci»ion in a moit picturesque 
fishing-ji^cket, of the very lightest maealine blue» 
with: huge mother-of-pearl buttons^--<^nankeen 
bre^hea^ made tight to his nertous shapes, — and 
a broad-brimmed white chip hat^ with a fine new 
ribbon to it, and a peacock's feather stuck in 
front ; which last ornament, by the way« seems 
to b^ a favourite fashion among all the countiy 
people of Scotland. 

The weather wa9 very fine, but suck, not' 
withstanding, ais to give to the scenery through 
which our path lay, a grand, ratha: than a gay 
•appeavaocei There had been some thunder in 
the morning, and rain enough to lay the dust on 
the road, and refresh the verdure of the trees ; 
and although the sun had shone forth in splen- 
dour, the sky still retained, all afong the verge 
<^ the horizon, a c^tain s<»nbre i^id lowering 
aspect, the relicts of the oonvulsioni^ which the 
whole atmosphere had undergone; I know not 
if yofti have remiirk^it, butG^parFoussin# Tur- 
ner, Odeott, aDd S^etky> andidmost a)l the great 
iaftd^scape paiAt^s, .seem: to haye done so<-*that 
.^s i» pr^isely the si^^ation of the heavens uii* 
der wlqoh bgrth J^TBgro^nd ynd^tanoe are sej^ 
|o tbe.greajtesti^effi^ti ; Thff 4fM^k in|gff .p^j^ntte 
^»HWJt'J^|5<*Wd^thc^:SJf^ ^ 
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jAmMf aflforded annrjeMic relief to erery t»e#/: 
spite, md cottage which arose beft^ii tiis ; aft(i- 
\l^hen we ttimed iMAind, after poceeding a ittil^ 
or Iwo^ and saW'the gl6ri<Mis radiant ouHlnes (^ 
Edttibiirgh^ roi^k aUd toW<er» psiitited bright dpoti' 
^le same massy canopy of blue, it was impoi^ 
^bl^e not. to ftel a solcfnit) exoHflctibn iir eoAl^bii-' 
plat^ the harln0i)ioii8 blendiiig together at Mi 
many earthly and etherial splendours, tlienew-^^ 
ly^halcen air, too, had a> cettain ekstidty and 
eoolness alxiut it which setit delightM 1^ inttf 
mt bottoms wifli ' eirery^ t e^pk^OD. There Wasr 
fie notiiig^ of spirits, lki% we enjoyeA a rieh,» 
^iet, edntemphrtive^ and reponng kitid of hs^^ 
pitie^s. 

The country rafther ascends than descends, all 
f^ w^ Irom Edinburgh to the Ktie of the Eske^ 
Whdi^^^Mgle turn ^uts ftdin the travelled the 
whole of thdt eittenshre atretak erf* scenery of 
ii^bitih' tlie capital finMs tlie centre, and brings 
iSXfkt at once into tibe heart of lliis narrow, seclu* 
Hnid^ Mid romantic valley. At the edge of 1i«i 
ravine we IbtittdMt Q - ;> ^ Mid sn^ifi^ of hi* 
m^nd^^v^b'he bad bi^dti^f^ith him fh^m* hi« 
Bbuse to^jWn^^/ 'iSrii8Wg'^<^ Mt WU-ij^, 
hfeftfbtHeH an %kcft 5^ th«!W;^f^ S^^, W fiflfe 
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a^ ipann^r^ I opdW eaaay tmee dl the fice <tf. 
ths,li|ie,^^nd an old friend of bis, Mr M— ^, 
i^l^tpr ^f th^ Qu^^xm lit Leitb, a oharining feU 
kpn^. fo eomiiwy with t^e, we imaiediately 
^gan Ip yfdik dowB the hill tpwards Rotfym, 
di^pcting the ahatia^daa lp.be darned round. 
tQ Mr G~.— '^ hp^m by the bigh-way, for Om 
sfime&we were abcoit to explore do not admit. 
of being visited except by pedestrians. Befprt^ 
we came to the Castle, we turned off into a field 
surrounded by a dose embowering grove of ve- 
nerable elms and cbesnuts, to see that beautiful 
lilj^e ^a{^} wbic^ Mr Scott h^ so o^ttk intebN 
duii^an hk eWiU?! poemp. It istaiid^ q*ite by. 
itG^li^ deserted a^d lonely ; but it is wonderfy%) 
^tir^,^ an^ really an exqiiiysite^ sp^cimw c^ axiM-; 
t$q^f^« tWithjBs the roof and walls WQ ^uite 
Q^i^red with endl^s^ decH^ratuHis of sot^uw^ 
leffvejsf, and ilowersi^ and be«ds and gjpoups,. not^ 
waJmA executed in the p«Lre and ekgmk taste of 
Melftise;^. btot pTpductive, neyeri^lesa^ctfsveEjd 
rich and fanciful kind of. e^Bbet. The. easteiw 
«nd tow;afds l^ejute.of.th^ altar, is/supportedby 

^d pod^Qt) ^i ibvsk^noi. iinf^k wneaitjiedi all> pveii; 

othntf ^t03|^«ini /but itN ifAkshr&Bttdaid with) 
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one soft harmonising tinge of green and mossy 
dampness. Under foot, the stones on which 
you tread are covered with dim traces of war- 
like forms — mailed chieftains, with their hands 
closed in prayer, and dogs and lions couchant at 
their feet, in the true old sepulchral style of he- 
midry. Jt is said, that below each of these 
stones, the warrior whom it represents lies in- 
terred in panoply, — ^. 

^< There arc twenty of Roslln's barons bold. 
Lie buried within that proud chapelle/' — 

while, all around, the lower parts of the wall are 
covered with more modem monuments of the 
descendants of the same high lineage — ^the cross 
ingrailed of St Clair, and the galleys of Orkney, 
being everywhere discernible among their rich 
and varied quarterings. From behind the altar, 
you step upon the firm stone roof of the saCristy, 
which projects from below, and it was from 
thence that I enjoyed the first full vi^w of the 
whole glen of Roslyn. 

The river winds far below over a bed of ro6k ; 
and such is the nature of its cputse audits bamks,^ 
that you never see n\<»tk thansa. ft w broken ind 
fiusoff glimpses of'ito cWar wat^'aC tbeisame 
time. On tlie side on which w^'sto^ 'iha bmk^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



HOSLYN CAStLE. 125 

consist of green and woody knolls, whose inex- 
tricable richness and pomp of verdure is carried 
down, deepening as it descends, quite to the 
channel of the stream. Opposite, there shoots 
up a majestic screen of hoary rocks, ledge rising 
square and massy upon ledge, from the river to 
the horizon — but all and every where diversified 
with fantastic knots of copsewood, projecting 
and clinging from the minutest crannies of the 
cliffs. Far as the eye can reach down the course 
of the stream, this magnificent contrast of groves 
and rocks is continued — mingling, however, as 
they recede from the eye, into one dim magnifi- 
cent amphitheatre, over which the same presi- 
ding spirit of soothing loneliness seems to hover 
like a garment. The Castle itself is entirely 
ruined, but its yellow mouldering walls form a 
fine relief to the eye, in the midst of the dark 
foliage of pines and oaks which everywhere sur- 
round it. We passed over its airy bridge, and 
through its desolate portal, and descending on 
the other side, soon found ourselves treading 
upon the mossy turf around the roots of the 
diflf on which it stands, and within a few yards 
of the river. From thence we pursued our walk 
in pairs— sometimes springing from stone to 
stone, along the bed of the stream — sometimes 
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^eing ourselves through the thickets, which 
drop into its mar^n^-but ever and anon rclpo- 
«ing ourselves on some open slope, and gazing 
with new delight froiii every new point of view, 
on the eternal, ever-varying grandeur of the 
rocks, woods, and sky. 

My dose companion all along was the excel- 
lent Shepherd ; and I could not have had a bet* 
ter guide in all the mazes of this Tempe, for ctf- 
ten^ very often had he followed bis fancies ov^r 
every part of it*— 

^* w hich well he knew ; for it had been his lot 
To be a wandering stripling-b-and there rates 

No torrent in these glens, whose icy flood 
Hath not been sprinkled round his boyish blood. 

*' And in that region shelter is there none 

Of OTerhanging rock or hermit tree, 
Wherein he hath not ofl essayed to shun 

The iierce and fervid day^^star's tyranny/'^ 

i?he whole party^ hbweter^ were tongregatedi 
where the river washes the base of the cavemed 
tooks of Hawtbomden — the most beautiful in 
itself, andj in k*egard to reeoUeeti(ms, the most 
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«}as»cs^ point of tiiei wbole soenay of tlie £«ke. 
Tbe g\m it^ v^y nairow here^---eyen move $o 
than at J^slyni and the rocks on the right rise 
•%o a still mone n^agnifioent devatidn, Sim^, in- 
deed, is the ahrupttiess of their sheer asoent* th«|t 
it is with some difficulty the eye oan d^tecl; 
4fom the brink of the steeaoi, the picturesque 
ipiitlines of the hou^e of HawthcHsaden, situated 
*on the auqamit of the highest erag. The old 
jOastle in which Drun^mond received Ben J^Or 
jsan, has long ance given way ; bat the more 
modern mansion is built within tihe dilapidated 
^rcuit of the ancient .fi>rtre8s««-and the land is 
still possessed, and the hadl occupied by the 
lineal descendants of the poet. I know not that 
there is any spot in Brifeain made ddssical l^ 
the footsteps of such a parson as Drummmid, 
one's notion$ respec^g vrhicjk are thus i^erish- 
fed luad freshened by finding it in the i^nds of 
his own posterity^ beaiing his own name. We 
clorabe the steep banks by some narrow paths 
cut in the .rock» and entered at VmioUs pctints 
that labyrinth of winding caves, l^ which the 
interior of Uie roek is throughout peiCoiated, and 
iroin which part of the name of the phK^ has» no 
doubt, been derived. Nothmg can be more pic- 
turesque than the echoing loneKness of these re- 
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treats^^retreajts which often afforded shelter td 
the siifFering patriots of Scodatid, long afta: they 
had been sanctified by the footsteps of the poet 

and his fiiend. Mr G carried me into the 

house* chiefly to shew me the original pcMttrait 
of Drammond, which is preserved there; and, 
in truth, I am obliged to him for having done 
so. The picture represents him at about the age 
of forty — ^the best of all ages, perhaps, for taking 
a man's portrait, if only one is to be taken of him 
— ^when the substance of the face is in all its 
firmness and vigour, and the fire of youth has 
been tempered, but not obscured j by the gravity 
of manhood. Drummond's features are singu- 
larly fine and expressive — and the picture is an 
admirable one, and in perfect preservation, so 
that we see them exactly as they were the day 
they were painted. His fbr^iead is dear, open, 
and compact, with the short black hair combed 
back in dark glossy ringleta, in the trae Italian 
style— ^as we see it in the pictures of Venetian 
Nobles, by Titian. The nose^ is high and aqut- 
line, and th^ lips rich and full, like those in the 
statues of Antinbus. His eyes are black as jet> 
(and so are his eye-lnrows,) but the dazzle of their 
briUiancy is softened by a melancholy wateriness, 
which gives to the wliole visage an inexpressible 
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mr of peniiMTe delicacy and sentiment. On the 
^whcHe, I have seldom seen a more lyrical ocmn- 
teiiance — or one which presents a more striking 
contrast to the dry, intellectual, sarcastic harsh* 
ness of tiie lineaments of Ben Jonson — a por- 
trait of whom also hangs m the same room. 

'' Nature had framed them both^ and both were marked < 
By chrcumstance with into'mixtare fine 
Of contrast and resemblance. To an oak 
Hardj and firm^ a weather-beaten oak. 

One might be likened 

The other, like a stately sycamore^ 

That spreads in gentler pomp its honied shad?*" 

It is wonderful, however, when one looks 
back into history, how many instances of the 
most sincere, fervent, and brotherly friendships, 
we see subsisting between men of apparently 
the most opposite characters and conformations. 
It would not do if the intellectual consorted only 
with the inteHectual-^the sentimental with the 
sentimental. The same wise regulation which 
binds the weakness of woman to the strength of 
man, unites, not unfrequently, the more gentle 
and amiable cfaiss of men in intimate and relyr 
ing friendship with others of austerer and harsh* 
er disposition ; and the effects of sudi union 
have been most blessed, not only to the men 
themselves, but to thei species. Such was the 

VOL. III. I 
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tender friendship thftt subsisted bet weea. the 
piDud, hot, impaious Martin Lijither, and the 
mild, holy spirit of Melancthon. Such was the 
humanizing affection which connected ChiUing<- 
wortb with Hales ; and such, I doubt not, was 
the love which sweetened the flow of wit on 
the one hand, and elevated the tone of feeling 
on the other, 

*' When JoDson sate in Drummond's social shade*'* 

Old Ben, however, is not the only Engli^i 
poet who has visited a Scottish poet in the glen 
of the, Eske. It was while wandering among 
.these yery scenes that Mr Wordsworth compo- 
sed his fine Sonnet toMr G . , asonnetwhidi 
I think Mr G should attend to more se- 
riously than he has yet done* The testimony of 
Wordsworth is a thing on whidi he should place 
far more reliance than on the wavering and de- 
sponding fandes of his own too-sensitive and 
morbid mind. It is impossible to be in his com- 
pany for such a length of time as I was, on this 
delightful day, uid in the midst of such so»e^ 
without being satisfied that he possesses misny c^ 
the finest elements of poetical feeling. The la- 
bour of ccmdensing and cwrecting our thoughts^ 
and expressions, which, I suppose, is what Mr 
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*^ poetry chiefiy wants, is, no doubt, a 
great laboiur ; but it is one, without wh;di no- 
^ng can be done, and therefore Mr G ■ ■ 
should submit to it * 

We did not arrive at Mr G 's villa t3l 

about five o'clock, for in walking, loitering, and 
bathing, we had consumed the whole morning-— 
so that we ware well prepared to do justice to 
our dinner — ^but, indeed, the dinner might have 
been enough to tempt appetites more indiffer- 
ently quickened What a luxury a good din- 
ner and a bottle of good wine is after a long 
WaSc ! It always struck me as bdng a very silly 
thing in Mahomet, to represent his Paradise as 



* Thesflsiaet ifl as fonowsc 

Ff^m tbe dsrk chambers of dejedtion fmd^ 

Spurning the unprofitable yoke of care« 

Rise, Gillies^ rise : the gales of jouth shall bear 

Tfajr genius fdrward like a winged steed. 

Though bold Bellerophon (so Jore decreed 

In wrath) fell headlong from the fields of air, 

Yet a high guerdon waits on minds that dare, 

If aught be in them of immortal seed. 

And reason govern that audacious flight 

Which heavenward they direct. Then droop not thou. 

Erroneously renewbg a lad vow 

In the low dell 'mid Roslin's fading grove : 

A chearful life is what the Muses love, 

A iioaring spiril is their prime deb'ght. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISe MR G—o — . 

heShg one unvaried scene of gDeen.isilk sc^h^ and 
sparkHng goblets. The Northern tnjFthologista^ 
•who imagined Ihe Val&alla, have shewn far mote 
knowledge of nature and truth, when. they make 
fhe lieroes of Odin to spend all their tiaomings 
in blood and dust, cutting, and slashing, and c^ 
reering at each other as th^ had been used te 
do, till, at the setting of sun, all tiieir wounds 
are closed at once by magical power, iinefy ate 
bathed, and dressed in soft raimeut» and all sit 
down together to enjoy themselves over a friend- 
ly board — as we did now. This is the true way 
In which Ufe should be made to pass siTeetJy ia 
this fine time of the year, 

At dinner we found a large addition to our 
party-^ladies and gentlemen, some residii^ for 
the time under the roof of Mr G ■ ■ ^ ■^■-dtfiera 
Who had come out from Edinbur^ the same 
morning like ourselves. There was no want of 
wit — ^how much of it might be owing to our 
host's excellent champagne, I shidl not pietend 
to guess. So far, indeed, it appeared to me Mr 

G had followed his frigid, the great Lakerfs 

advice-^for nobody ever lived a more ^^ cheerful 
life*' than he seemed to do, while tl*e tall Wack 
Bottles chiased each other with persevering un- 
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^dbnting speed around his table. The effect of 
the diampagiieon the Ettrick Shepherd, in par-* 
ticular, was quite delightful : Accustomed, for 
the most part, to the ruder stimulus of whisky- 
toddy, this etherial inspiration seemed to shoot 
life with, subtler energy through a thousand less 
explored meanderings of his body and his brain. 
Among other good things he contributed to our 
^unusement, music was one. Before the ladies 
left the dining-room, he insisted upon having a 
ticdin put into his hands, and really produced a 
measure of sweet sounds, quite beyond what I 
should have expected from the workmanship of 
such homy fingers. It seems, however, he had 
kmg been accustomed to minister in this way at 
the fairs and penny- weddings in Ettrick, and we 
on the present occasion were well content to be 
no more fastidious than the Shepherd's old rustic 
admirers. He appears to be in very great favour 
among the ladies — and I thought some of the 
younger and more courtly poets in the company 
exhibited some symptoms of envying him a lit- 
tle of his copious complement of smiles — and 
well they might. 

We had a great deal of conversation, how-^ 
ever, on sober matters of literature and criti- 
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iisoi, intamingled with our mirth andite jey* 
0US notd; of Hie Shepheril's fiddle. Among otJier 
topics, the attacks on the Edinburgh Review in 
the Edinburgh Magazine, of which I have al- 
ready spoken to you, ware tabled, and a good 
many remaiks were made on them by various 
persohs iii the company, among others, your 
humble servant. I was particularly free in my 
observations, being aware that a number <^ the 
young persmis present wrote oociMionally in the 
new Journal, and anxious, from fmiidly motives, 
to give them the b^iefit of a little advice £rom 
an unprejudiced and impartial stranger, i gave 
praise to some particular productions, and cai- 
sure to oth«^ in the hopes of detecting the au« 
thors, in case they should be present, from the 
variation of their faces ; but, of a surety, either 
. the public reports are quite erroneous, or these 
young gentlemen aire masters of more ^fivce than 
I ever met with before in persons of double thdr 
years. 

It was on this occasion that I had an opportu- 
nity of seeing and conversing with Mr L ■ , 

who, as weU as Mr W ^n, is supposed to he 

oiie of the principal supporters of this Magazine, 
and so of judging for ihyself concerning an indivi* 
dual wboseems to have cared very little howmany 
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enemies he raised up among those who were not 
personally acqudnted with him. Owing to the 
satirical vein of some of the writings ascribed to 
his pen, most persons whom I have heard speak 
of him, seemed to have been impressed with the 
notion that the bias of his character inclined to- 
wards an unrelenting subversion of the preten- 
sions of otiiers. But I soon perceived that here 
was another instance of the incompetency of the 
crowd to form any rational opinion about per- 
sons of whom they see only partial glimpses, 
and bear only distorted representations. I was 
not long in his company ere I was convinced 
that those elements which form the basis of his 
mind could never find their satisfaction in mere 
satire, and that if the exercise of penetration had 
afforded no higher pleasure, nor led to any more 
desireable result than that of detecting error, or 
exposing absurdity, there is no person who would 
sooner have felt an inclination to abandon it in 
despondency and disgust At the same time, a 
strong and ever-wakeful perception o£ the ludi- 
crous, is certainly a prominent feature in his 
composition, and his flow of animal s[»rits en- 
ables him to enjoy it keenly, and kivent it widi 
success. I have seen, however, very few persons 
whose minds are so itmch alive and awake 
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throug^ut every coma:* and who are so tnudi 
in the habit of trying and judging every thing: 
by the united t$ct of so many qualities and/£sel* 
ings all at onoe. But one me^ with abundance 
of individuals every day, who shew in oonversa-^ 
tion a greater fadlity of expression, and a mcnre 
constant activity of speculative acuteness. I 

never saw Mr L very much engrossed with 

the desire of finding language to conv^ any xe^ 
lation o£ ideas, that had occurred to him, or sa 
enthusiastically engaged in tracing its eonse* 
quences, as to forget every thing else. In re* 
gard to facility of expression, I do not know 
whether the study of languages^ which is a&* 
vourite one with him— (indeed I am told he un- 
derstands a good deal of almost all the modam 
languages, and is well skilled in the ancient 
ones)— I know not whether this study has any 
tendency to increase such facility, although there 
is no question it must help to improve the mind 
in many important particulars, by varying our 
modes jrf perception. 

His features are regular, and quite definite in 
their outlines; his forehead is well advanced, 
and largest, I think, in the region of observa- 
tion and perception ; but the general expression 
is rather pensive than otherwise. Although an 
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Ox<Muan, and early iinbued with an admkatkHi 
for i^ woi^s of the Sta^ritey he seems ratiier^ 
to iiicline» in philosophy, to the high Platonic 
side of the question, and to lay a great deal of 
stress on the investigation and cultivation of the 
impecsonal sentiments of the human mind-p— 
ideas which his acquaintance with German lite- 
rature and philosophy has probably much con- 
tributed to strengthai. Under the influence of 
that mode of thinking, a turn for pleasantry ra- 
ther . inclines to exercise Itself in a light and 
good-humoured play of &ncy, upon the incon-* 
gruUies and absurd relations which are so conti- 
nuity foesenting themselves in the external as- 
fleet of the world, than to gratify a sardonic bit- 
terness in exulting over them, or to nourish a 
sour and atrabilious spirit in regarding them- 
with a cherished and pampered feeling of de- 
lighted disapprobation, like that of Swift But 

Mr h is a very young person; and I would 

hope may soon find that there are much better 
things in literature than satire, let it be as good- 

humoured as you will. Indeed, W tells 

me he already professes himself heartily sick of 
it, and has begun to write, of late, in a quite op- 
posite key; 
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' It was here, too, that I first became acquamt- 
ed with another young gentleman, whose wri-^^ 
tings in the same Magazine had, in a particular 
manner, interested and delighted me ; and which, 
indeed, could not possibly excite any feeimgB* 
but those of the purest delight, in the mind of 
any person capable of understanding them. This 

is a Mr. W. H ; but the greater paot of the 

company seemed to address him familiarly by 
1h^ naxne of Monsieur dePeudemaUf, whidi nam^ 
de guerre was prefixed by him two or three 
years ago to an exquisite little separate publica* 
tion of Tales and Essays, or, as he called them, 
" Fragments and Fictions." I have already sent 
o£P this little book to Lady Jones, and I beg you 
to get it fix>m her and read it with all speed. It 
is, perhaps, the most perfect bijou our time and 
country has produced. It appears to me to bear 
to the prose of our day pretty much the same 
relation the poetry of Rogers does to our popU'> 
lar poetry. It displays a profound elegance d 
thought and language — a pure, playful, inofifto* 
dve wit — and a most thrilling and poetic ten* 
demess of feeling, such as have very rarely be^i 
united in any work of any country, and such aa 
I run no risk in saying were never before dis-? 
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played in unkm in the work of a man not mudi 
above twenty years of age. 
. Since his little book was published, however, 
M^ de Peudemots (to judge from the writings, 
which the inimitable purity of style shews very 
plainly to be his,) has not a little enlarged his 
views in regard to men, and manners, and phi- 
losophy — and, I doubt not, he will soon shew 
this enlargement in some very splendid way. By 
what process of circumstances sudi a mind as hia 
18, diould have been formed and nurtured into 
its present condition, in the midst of the super- 
ficial talkers and debaters c^ Edinburgh, I am 
greatly at a loss to imagine. It must, indeed, 
have been a very noble armour of innate strength, 
which has enabled him to resist so much o£ pre- 
cept and example — ^and, in spite of all that was 
passing around him, to train himself, from his 
earliest years, in so sure a reliance upcm the finer 
examples and higher precepts of the old times of 
Sngland. It is easy to see much of this inward 
strength beaming through the modesty of his' 
physiogncrniy^-aiid in his organization upwards, 
it is still more easy to detect the marks of a 
commanding intellect. He has a high pale fore- 
head, the pure intellectual conformation of which 
is sufficient to render it perfectly beautifril. So 
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mudi for one whose name will not long be an 
obscure one. 

I was introduced also to a third of these youth- 
ful coadjutors, in the person of a Captain H ^- 

a very fine-looking young officer, whom the 
peace has left at liberty to amuse himself in a 
more pleasant way than he was accustomed to, 
so long as Lord Wellington kept the field. 
He has a noble Spaniard-looking head, and a 
tall, graceful pa-son, which he swings about in 
a style of knowingness that might pass muster 
even in the eye of Old Potts. The expression of 
his features is so very sombre, that I i^ould 
never have guessed him to be a playful writer, 
(indeed how should I have guessed such a per- 
son to be a writer at all ?) — ^Yet such is the case 
— ^for, unless I am totally misinformed, he is 
the author of a thousand beautiful jeux-d'esprit, 
both in prose and verse, which I shall point out 
to you more particularly when we meet. 

In the conversation of this large party, and 

over the prime Chateau-Margout of Mr G , 

the time past most agreeably till ten o'clock, at 
which hour we transferred ourselves to the draw- 
ing-room, and began dancing reels in a most cla- 
morous and joyous manner, to the music some- 
times of the Shepherd's fiddle^ — sometimes of 
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the harpsidiord. On these latter occadons the 
Shepherd himself muigled in the maze with the 
best of us, and indeed displayed no insignificant 
remains of that light-heeled vigour, which enar 
Ued him in his youth (ere yet he had found no« 
hler means of distinction,) to bear the bell on all 
occasions from the runners and leapers of £t- 
trick-dale. The great beauty of this man's de- 
portment, to my mind, lies in the unaffected 
simplicity with which he retains, in many re- 
spects, the external manners and appearance of 
his original station — ^blending all, however, with 
a softness and manly courtesy, derived, perhaps, 
In the maina rather from the natural delicacy of 
bis mind and temperament, than from the influ- 
ence of anything he has learned by mixing more 
largely in the world. He is truly a most interest- 
ting.person-— his conversation is quite picturesque 
and characteristic, both in its subjects and its 
expression — his gOod-humour is unalterable, and 
his discernment most acute — and he bears him- 
self with a happy mixture of modesty and con- 
fidence, such as well becomtes a man of genius, 
who has been bom and bred in poverty, and 
who is still far from being rich, but who has 
forfeited, at no moment of his career, his claim 



Digitized by 



Google 



to the noUe consciaiisness of perfect indepen- 
dence. 

A meny supper, fdlowed by a yamtjr ^ 
songs and stories, detained us at Lasswade titt ji 
late, or rather till.an early hour; but the moon 
had arisen in all her brightness, and our drive to 
Ediidburgh was a cooling and calm terminati(Mi 
to all die hilarities of the evening. 

This morning I spent almost entirdy in drib- 
ving fiom one house to another, bidding adiea 
fer a few months to such of my Edinburgh 
fnettds as are still in town. This would, inde^, 
have been a sad duty, but for the prospect of 
meeting them all again after my return from 
the utteriOT part oi my pilgrimage. In tiie 
meantime, however, it is a real sorrow for me to 
pert, even with that consolation in view, for so 
long a time from my excellent old friend, Mir 

W . His kindness has really be^i such as 

I can never repay — not even in gratitude. Evet* 
since I came, he seems to have made me, my 
comfort, and convenience, and gratification, the 
sole subject of his concern. I trust I shall be 
able to induce him to give me, so far, my re- 
venge^ next summer in Cardigan — ^but, alas! 
what can I shew him there like Much o^ what 
he ha^ shewn me in Edinburgh ? 
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Aly time, however, ftemeB^ and I cannot pos- 
sibly delay settk^ off for Glasgow any longer. 
I^ propose ^pending a week in and about that 
city, to ieveral of the most respectable inhabit- 
mabs of which I have received letters of intro- 
duction, through the kindness of myinde&tiga- 
ble friend. To-day W dines with me» once 
more mIus cum solo, at my hotel'^-^md with to- 
monow*s dawn I must ^rd mysdf for my jour- 
Bey. I shall write to you shortly after my arri- 
val ; but, in the meantime, in case you should 
write to me, address your letters to the Bu<d('s* 
Head Hotel, Glasgow. 

Everyour^s, 

P. S. Don*t forget to Ixmtow M. de Peude- 
moVs book from my aunt. If you don't get the 
^' One Night in Rome'' by heart, I shall lose all 
fidth in your taste. 



1'. 
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LETTER LXV. 



to THE SAME. 



I HAD a melancholy ride fipom Edinburgh-^ 
as every man of any sense or feeling must have 
who quits that beautiful and hospitable city, af- 
ter a residence half so long as mine. When I 
had swallowed my solitary cup of coffee and bit 
of toast, and, wrapping myself in my great^coat, 
proceeded to tihe door of Oman's — and saw there 
the patient Scrub, the lazy John, and the sober 
shandrydan, all prepared for the journey,i — I 
could not but feel a chillness creep over me at 
the now visible and tangible approach of my de- 
parture. I mounted, however, and seized the 
reins with a firmness worthy of myself, and soon 
found myself beyond sight of the obsequious 
bowings of Mr Oman and his lackies— driving 



Digitized by 



Google 



VISIT TO GLASGOW. 145 

at a^smart resolute pace along the glorious line 
of PrinceVStreet, which I had so often traversed 
<m different errands^ and in such different gke. 
There was a thick close mist, so that 1 scarcely 
saw more than a glimpse or two of some frag- 
ments of the Castle as I past— the church-domes 
and towers floated here and there like unsup- 
ported things in the heavens ; — and Edinburgh^ 
' upon the whole, seemed to melt from before my 
retreating gaze, " like the baseless fabric of a vi- 
sicMi;*' It was not till I had got fairly out of the 
town, that the sun shone forth in his full splen- 
dour, gilding with his Judas beams the dead 
white masses of vapour that covered the ground 
bdbre me— and, by degrees, affording me wider 
and richer glances of the whole of that variously 
magnificent champaign. 

There is, indeed, a very fine tract of country, 
stretching for several miles westward from Edin- 
burgh-— its bosom richly cultivated and wooded, 
and its margin on either hand skirted by very 
picturesque, if not very majestic, ranges of moun- 
tains. After passing over these beautiful miles, 
however, the general character of the road to 
Glasgow is extremely monotonous and uninte- 
resting— there being neither any level sufiicient 

VOL. III. K 
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to give the impression of extent, or bagbt suffix 
dent to dignify thd sc^iie-^but (»le unlmdcfen 
aeries of bare bleak table-land^ almost alike deso- 
late4ooking where cultivation has been oott- 
maaoed, as whare the repdse of the aboriginal 
heather has been left undisturbed. About the 
eondusioii of the third long itage, whidi brings 
you within some fifteen or sixteen miles of Glas^ 
gow, the country does indeed rise high enou^ 
•*^but I never saw any high country so very 
dtiU. The Kirk of Siotts, from which the most 
drtery ridge takes its name, is situated eertainly 
in one of the last of all places that a member of 
the old Melrose and Dryburgh school would 
hive tiiought of for an ecdesiastioal builditig>. 
Yet it is |deasing to see such a building in sudb 
a place — and the little dove-cote belfrey rises 
with peculiar expressiveness amidst a land of so 
little |»'omise. When we had passed thd Kirk 
,b£ Sfaotts, we gradually descended^ and saw frofja 
the wann« slopes upon whidi we travelled, oc^ 
^msicmal peeps of the rich valley of the Oyde^ 
jinllling serenely with all its pomp of woods abd 
waters to the left The road, however,, soon be** 
came quite flat again, and excepting one or tifi^ 
little glen6 close by thfe way-side^ I observed n«^ 
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l^iMg p&rticnlatly iiitetestihg till we came "with* 
in Sight 6f tbe city. 

• The city is (even after Edinburgh) a very fine 

otie. It has no pretensions to atiy such general 

iniijesty of situation as the metropdiis— it haa 

Ar6thing that can sustain any comparison if ithf 

th* Rock and the Castle— to say nothing of the 

hills and the sea^-yet it is a grand and impress 

ilye dty, whether we look at its situaticm or at 

Hm bailditigs. The Cathedral, in the immediate 

iF)«ighbotirhood of which the oldest part of thg 

town stands, is placed on the brink of a coim 

ttaaiding eminence, from which there is a conti«- 

liued descent of more than a mile southward to 

the rivei^-^^ll tlvfe intervening space having been 

k>tig ^nce covered with streets, and sqUaf es, and 

market-places, by the sons of traflSdk. The Ofld 

Church is at the eastem extremity alto of the 

trtWti-^ which now sebms to be running, after the 

fkshion of the fine people in London, entirely to 

the west. T%e main street tfirougfa which 1 

taiAe my entrance, the Trongate, is a prodigi- 

mAy fine thing^^one of the very finest UiingSy 

I venture to say, in all Europe^— consisting, for 

the most part, of huge black structures, rising on 

either side many stories into thetdr, but diversi* 

fied» all idong, with very picturesque breaka ixid 
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lights-— pillars, turrets, spires, every thing, in a 
word, that can give the grandeur of variety to, a 
long street cutting the centre of a great city^ 
From this, various minor streets, old and new» 
sombre and gay, penetrate into the extremities 
of the peopled place. There is a vast hum, and! 
bustle, and jostling, all along — ^things of whidi 
one meets with very little in Edinburgh ; and, 
indeed, the general air of activity is only second 
to that of Cheapside. 1 felt at once that I had 
got into a very different sort of place from that 
I had left ; but both I and my horse were some* 
what wearied with the journey, and the horns of 
a genuine Buck, proudly projected over the gate- 
way of the hotel to which I had been directed, 
were to me the most interesting features^ in the 
whole Trongate of Glasgow. I am now estar 
bMshed in a very snug suite of apartments, from 
which I command, in the mean time, a view o^ 
the whole of this great street, and from which,, 
God willing, I shall go forth to-morrow, re&eshr 
ed and reinvigorated by a good supper and a 
good sleep, to examine and criticise Glasgow and 
its inhabitants. 



I told you that I had received, before leaving 
Edinburgh, various letters of introduction to 
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gentlemen of this place ; and I was preparing to 
$et about delivering some of theiii this morning, 
immediately after breakfast, when one of the 
persons I proposed waiting upon anticipated my 
intentions, and called at the Buck's-liead, with 
ready and cordial offers of all manner of dviUty 
and attention. This gentleman is a distant re* 

lation of my friend W ^ who had informed 

him, by a different letter, of me and all my mo- 
tions. From what I have seen of him, he is 
likely to prove a capital lAonixer; for he seems 
to know every thing about Glasgow, and to be 
very willing to communicate every thing that 
he does know; What is best of all, he is a per- 
fectly idle man, — a character of very rare occur- 
rence in such a town as this, — so that I shall not 
be troubled in receiving his attentions with the 
painful idea that I am wasting valuable time. 
In all the mercantile towtis I have previously 
visiti^d, at home and abroad, it hasf beeii my for- 
{uiieib^all entirely into thehands'of iridrchajitaf; 
iiid thesej tiibugK'they 'aite as kind ai$ polbsible^ 
tod as^ tWlBrig' as yoii^^irtiid '#isfe-t<y^fent€»tsaint 
you all the ev^hifefe^i^h'A^eA^i^^v^rakirfta^ 

sWg^«tft9ofl§h^>thaf^^eu«M^^^ Tjmi ^¥ 
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haw to sperd his own mornings in Glasgow, imd 
I am doing him a fiiTour by giviqg hiqa occupar 
tioD. 

He seemed resolved that I should feel mj^ 
aelf perfectly at home in his company, for the 
very first sul^t he began to enlarge upon wa9 
his own history ; and, as we walked along the 
streets towards the Cathedral, (for that wa,s the 
first Lion he proposed shewing me) he told me 
as miany anecdotes of his adventures as would 
fill balf-a-dp3en even of my letters. He appeared 
to be very anxiqus, by the whole drift of his| 
discourse, to create in my xnind a very broa^ 
and marked line of dist'nction between himself 
and the other inhaMtants of this his native cityji 
for whotn, indeed, it was easy to s^e he enter* 
tains no great feeling of partiality. " Yqw will, 
no doubt, h^ much surprised," said he, *' to Qnd 
a persqn so idle as myself living here ainong 
siM^ A 9^ of drudges : but there's a reaspn fpr 
ey^iy th^ng, I)Dctor M^ms 5 W<3;» let me teU 
y<Mi J bavf ,dfyjlish.g:ood re^f^s for diQ9s|«ig 
to >? » 4w8ll«J<i ^J^gqif,.ift.sjfi|:e p^ ^ g?y: 

*K*»lij§Kt^.4^«s,9fth^^^ ,.. , .r 

B |rffH9»Jf*W«4# ipFtlar.|r9TO\?R^ft,h^; jj^ S^^ 

M}W.^^>^f^V?^\t^^ :^ gewerftiogi: or twf 
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back, Gli^igow was pntueely a place..Qf meKhan- 
dise, and nojt at all ooQneeted with manufaotutM; 
that in those days the pindpal rnerohant^ who 
bad every thing, tlieir own way in ttie town, 
were not unfrequently jpeisona of very respeeii- 
ahle birth and education— ^me of them young-^ 
er sons of good gentlenoen's families-^-^d ail Of 
them accustomed to lire on terms of familiarity^ 
if not equality, with the noblesse of the neigbf 
bouring counties. The introduction of manu^ 
faotures, cotton-mills^ sug;ar-work% soap-works, 
and a thousand other engines of prosperity, has 
liad the effect of causing this primitive aristo*- 
cracy of traffickers to be invaded in tiieir privi- 
kgqs by a mighty swarm of mere nwi ham imei ' " 
persqns sprung frotn every variisty of mean blood 
and place, and trained in every variety of nar* 
row-mindedness and ignorance, who have now, 
by strength of numb^« and of purses, almost 
suoeeeded in pushing the r^»s of the old school 
from their seats of dignity, and who constitute, 
at this moment, the most prominent element in 
every large society of Glasgow. My new ac- 
q^ai^ta^ee^ whofieown &mi}y held ft Iftgh pli)^^, 

thfi^r i«»pofrtanc^r ^nil RW?n^.W othjer if ijfjd^ 
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over the increased wealth, population, and im- 
portance of his natiye dtjr^ as if his own birth- 
right had been invaded at every step of its pro- 
gressive proq^erity. He is attadied, however, to 
the scni of the place, partly by the fedings and re- 
collections of his youth — ^plsatiyhyihe necessity 
of keeping on good terms with an old absurd un- 
cle, who thinks Glasgow the only town in Britain 
where any man df taste and discernment ought 
to live ; but, most of all, I suspect, (although he 
did not say anything expressly on tha.t head) 
from the gratification his vanity receives, by. 
meam of his sojourn here, he being not only the 
most idle, but also the most genteel and elegant 
f&reon in thedty, and therefore enjoying, in all 
fidness, the delights and dignities of being its^ 
arbiter elegantiarwnu He is the very Potts of 
Glasgow* 

Mr H" ■ » cannot shew his &ce in the Mer- 
chant's bourse, or on the Exchange, or on any 
Qth^r soen^, 

^' Where most our merchants use to congregate, 

wiflitkut .finding himself a very insignificant sort 
ot^-pfertfdri; 'bdt'tbe matter isr much Moflierwiit 
tWrfitt he 'enters a ball'^ro6m' or ass^mblyJ- His 
tafeftfflgirftjMso different fi-tim thosfe of the braW^' 



Digitized by 



Google 



aLASdow, 159 

ny swollen money-getters and punch-drinkers — 
hK degagiesnd polite air, the fruit of his foreign 
travel, <for he, too, has been a wand^%ir in his ^ky) 
— ^his skill in dandng — ^his knowledge of women 
-«^is flatteries — and his foibles — all haye contri* 
buted to mak^ him the ^rvourite beau of the la- 
dies of this mercantile dty. Ko young bourgeaise 

can be said to have come out till Mr H has 

done her the honour to walk down a country- 
daifice with her. Nobody dare venture to say 
^e IS a beauty, till his infallible imprimatur has 
been fixed upon her. Although long past the 
hey-day and buoyancy of youth and youthful 
spirits, he walks unrivalled and alone, among 
a thousand more sanguine pretenders — secure in 
the nonchalance of his long-established sway-~ 
eternal master of the ceremonies— -the Prince 
afid Apostle of the Drawcansirs of tiie West 

Of th^ many things oh which he piques him* 
self'^'-otie, and not the most trivial, is his con- 
nection witii the ancient and k>fty biood of 
nly .£ri^d W— --'s fikmily. He goes into Edin- 
blfirgh nkm a^d tUen^i and the reception he meets; 
T^itli' tliei^ thi?0Ugh flie ifleaiis of W^n*— , 90 
T^'^ifi^^i^t fi^dm'tfab li^^w neglect iwidi Whsdil 
iii]«ttxUsgow^:«rii^;brs^^ttrd ^Kseiyedi(ih»^that Jtiif^ 
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this vanity in tb? most e^Eectqa} mnqner. H« 
ipi pToucls morwverf of the high perspnal cbairac^ 
ter md UjbeFary reputation of the laird, and alto- 
gether his kjii$ixian$hip has beoome <|uite one 

of bis hobbies* " My cousin, Mr W . of 

W— -f^,'* in a foiTOula never out of his moutb- 
He can say by heart a variety of W-*^-— 's minor 
love poems, which he repeats in a most moving 
manner to tbe ycmng ladies, when tb^ are 
wmnnod with an ^Ltra glass of sherry-negus at » 
boll-supper. His chanmntha-ioire furnish bim 
i& like manner with a no less appropriate arr 
moury of fascination for the punch-table — and 
nevi^ does he either sing or say, without intro- 
duoiog a full account of the tie which subsistii 
between bis own family and that of bis author. 
My friend, I suppose, has written cono^^ing 19^ 
in much higher temm than I deserve^fcnr I ob^ 
serve that Mr Hr^-ff-*- takes it for granted X 4m a 
manof wonderftilacoDBaptishmrati. I have lost* 
however, npt a littie way la bis good opiit}Q9» 
by not having been priaient at a ball and. suppert 
given; on. boand the flaghship at: Jj^tb,. the ^e^ 
bi«fo^:a44Qa; Edinbi^^gbo He;cs»^ 
btow I sb(DiiW hisve i^k^fctd; sufib; #p: 99^0^7 
nkjiofitebibiJbmgn^Giinimto linigbt> 

titilfaimfl Jsanirelutfitiiegf»ilTrbut ^mqu^t^ wUlr 
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ing to sustain the weight of his contempt as it 
is. It is very bad policy to make a man think 
he has no point of superiority over yourself. I 
have no ambition to rival the Tae-ocracy of Mr 

H . 

Making some allowances for the prejudices of 
this gentleman — and, above all, for the jaundiced 
view he may be expected to give of some of the 
present prime ones in this mearcantile city, and 
their manner of deporting themselves — and ha- 
ving, as' u wal, xny own ey?s about me to QQvi(ect 
any mis-ctetemejRts tb^t way cr^ep into hi$ ac- 
count of things^ I imagine I have lighted upcm 
m excellent cicerone. I ^m sur^ he i3, at least, 
a civil, and he promises no le^s surely to be w 
indefatigable pne. 

p. M, 
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LETTER LXVIL 



TO THE SAME. 



The situation of the Cathedrd of Glasgow 
has been so exquisitely described in Rob Roy^ 
that it would be quite useless to do anything 
more than refer you to it — only the fine pine 
trees which, in the novel, are represented as co- 
vering the whole of the opposite bank of the ra- 
vine, and extending their funereal shade quite to 
thebackofthecemetery— these (miserabiledictu !) 
have been sacrificed to the auri sacra fames^ and 
that bank is now bare and green, as if black pine 
had never grown there. The burial-ground, 
with which the Cathedral is on all sides surround- 
ed, is certainly one of the largest and one of the 
most impressive I have ever visited. The long 
and flat grave-stones, in their endless lines, seem 
to form a complete pavement to the whole sur- 
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face—making it a perfect street of the dead — 
the few knots of tall wiry grass and clustering 
nettles, which find room to shoot from between 
the layers of stone-work, being enough to in- 
crease the dreariness, but not to disturb the uni- 
formity of the scene. The building stands on 
the declivity of a slight hill, at i^e bottom of 
\irhich a brawling rivulet tumbles along with a 
desolate roar of scanty waters — ^but it woul4 
seem the ground had been dug up originally, so 
as to give the Cathedral an uniform and even 
line of foundations. Yet — such in many suc- 
ceeding centuries has been the enormous accu- 
mulation of the dead, that their graves have U- 
terally choked up the one end of the churdi al^ 
' together--^so that of a tier of windows which are 
, seen entire at the east, at the west the tc^s only 
can be traced, sculptured and ornamented like 
the rest, just peering above the surface of the 
encroaching tombs. 

The feelings one has in visiting a Gothic ca- 
thedral, are always abundantly melancholy,* but 
the grand and elevating accompaniments by 
which this melancholy is tempered in a Catho- 
lic, and even in an English cathedra], are amiss- 
ing«— sadly amissing — ^in the case of a cathedral 
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that hta Men itito th^ hfBMdi of the iPMsbyc^^ 
fiati^. When cmt enters 6ne of thMe atiti<|ti« 
pilei$ in Southern Germany, w in Bpain, (foe 
thene oftily can a Cuthdic Gothic x^thedral b< 
sten in all its gloty,) I know not that it is possH^ 
hit fbt the htett <!]^man to dteir^ My addition to 
the majMtic solemnity of the ti^hole sc^ne. tike 
tidl nartow windows, quite dark with the \6hg 
pvLtple garments of pictured miutyrs^a^stled, Mid 
kingd, tinge evt^ My that pMse« tlif«ugh fhet» 
With the colours tod the metncoy of A thou«ar«ft 
yeikfs of devotion. The Whole immeasur^JMe 
space below, — ^nave, transept^ and sounding 
aisles-^^^tre left glowing in their bare nmrble be^ 
ii0aththe^flk:)odsofeniidiedandgoldenligh1>-^4i^ 
Bnesof heavy pewsare^owed to breathe isiurftM 
•~it seems as if none could have any permanent 
place there ei^cept those who sleep beneath. Yon 
walk from end to end oVer a Gooit of tomb^ 
stones, inlaid in brass with the forms of Uie de^ 
parted — ^mitres and drosiers, and spe^r^, and 
shieldl9, and helmets, all mingled t<^ethe!vHatt 
worn into glass- like smoothness by the feet dftd 
the knees Of long depiarted worshippers. Around, 
on every sid6*^each in their separate chapel -^ 
iA^ undisturbed from age to age the venerable 
ashes of the holiest or the loftiest that of old 
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camk tfaididr tb worfchip^tflMir itnftgl^ stnd their 
dying prayers sculptured atid painted above the 
resting-places of their remains. You feel that 
yofu are but a victor amidst the eongre^ion 
atld bame 6f the dead-^and walk with gentle 
steps along the preetous pav^tnent, that answers 
with a clear prophetic echo to your living tread. 
The rich old tapestries which sometimes cover 
the Walls of thei^ cathedrals, mingle better with 
the storied windows than even the finest of 
paintings or Mosaicis-^for the exhibition of per- 
fect art throws discredit on rude art^ however 
impressive, and disturbs the uniform eloquence 
with whidb the whcde should be made to teem. 
But the greatest of all our wants is, that of the 
long processions of kneeling priests, which carry 
the eye onward to the steps of some high illumina- 
ted altai^^where the blai;e of the antique candle- 
stid^A cdm(E» faint and dim through the clouds 
of perfuihed ilmoke, swung ever and anon, slow 
and sdlemn, from their waving censers. It il, 
I sometimes think, a thousand pities that errws 
and comiptions^ in far different matters^ should 
have made protestants part with so much of the 
old hereditary ceremonial of the diurch. Eteia 
the sacred music of our fore&thers has becA 
abandoned, as if poiscAl Ind been breathed from 
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its most majestic notes* Who, that iever beard 
the grand simple airs to which the Latin Psalms 
are chaunted in the Catholic cathedrals, can 
doubt that in them we still bear the very sounds 
which kindled the devotion of the Origens, the 
Augustines> and the Gregories ? They bear no 
resemblance tot any music of modem days; — 
they are the venerable relics of that Greek mu- 
sic which consisted only in Melody. And why 
should we have discarded them ? — Or why, ha- 
ving discarded them for a time, should we pu- 
nish our ears and hearts by refusing to return to 
them? 

But if even we have done somewhat wrong^^ 
alas ! how much greater have been the errors of 
our Scottish brethren. The line which we have 
drawn between ourselves and many of the ideas 
of our fathers, has been stretched by them into 
an impassable gulf. It is, indeed, true, that they 
have replaced what they have lost by many 
things of another description ; but it is not when 
walking among the melancholy aisles of a de- 
serted or profaned cathedral, that one is most 
likely to do justice to the value of their substi- 
tutes. It is more natural, in such a scene, to 
hope, that corruptions on the one side being 
amended, reverence on the other may be resto- 

6 
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teA — that the Christian North may, in some aH 
ter day, acknowledge that the faults were not all 
on the part of that South to whi(^ she owed 
arts, arms, and religion ; and, in the words of 
the poet, 

*' all backward driren, 
RoH the barbarian tide^ and sue to be forgiven." 

iW Cathedral of Glasgow, however, with all 
its nakedness within, and all its desolation with- 
€Mt; is a v^ valuable thing in Scotland ; for it 
is one cf a very few of the great ecdeaastical 
buildings in this country which escaped from the 
demolishing fUiy of the first disciples of John 
tillnoic. You have probably read, in some of the 
Mstorians, the anecdote of the mode of its pre* 
servation — ^indee^, if my recollection serves ipe, 
it is mentioned in the novel of Rob Roy. Wi^h- 
in, there is only the centre of the choir, which ii 
1^ in a caihedraUooking style, with pillars, and 
scutcheons, and monuments ; and here one sees 
that the whdie building, when in its original state, 
must have been a noble and magnificent specir 
meij of the Gothic architecture, in its best and 
purest, not its gaudiest age. At either extre- 
mity of die Cathedral, spaces have been parti- 
tioned off from the nave, sufficient to form large 

VOL. III. L 
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and commodious places of Presbyterian wcNrship ; 
and one of these is fitted up with some taste, as 
well, perhaps, as the eastern end of a cathedral 
can be, where the site of the grand altar is occu- 
pied with a pulpit — where the lofty pillara md 
^windows are cut by heavy wooden galleries,— and 
the floor loaded with rows of snug pews boiled 
in, and lined >vith green doth, for the accom- 
modation of sitting, not kneeling worshippers. 
The transept seemis never ta have been finibhed; 
for it closes abruptly at either side, so as to af- 
ford but a faint idea of the shape of the crocis. It 
runs out at one side, however, for a considerable 
space, in the shape of a low aisle, widi a flat 
roof,, on which, in the old times, a garden had 
been fbimed, and where a few very ancient 
apple-trees may still be seen lingering and droop- 
ing along the edge of the stone-work. This aisle 
has the name oi " the dripping aisle,'' derived,' 
no doubt, fi?om the water which finds its way 
through the crannies of that crazy rooi-— a n^me 
which, I think,. Mrs RadcliflTe would have bor- 
rowed for some of the scenes of her horrors, had 
she heaid of it. It is the sepulchre of sottie par- 
ticular family of the city or neighbourhood. . . 

Among.tbe other profanations which this fijbe 
Old Cathedral has had te.sust^, riot the lesist 

. 9 
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has been the eieddon of Vnribus new bttUdings in 
its immediate vidhity, quite hostile to the im-^ 
pressionits majesticfohn, left alone in its church/ 
yard|^ might be so weU fitted to convey. On 
the one hand, on theveiy edge of the burialr 
ground) there has been set up a^ little abominable 
i^6uld-be Gothic church, in the very worst of 
all possible styles of Grothic imitation — a thing 
full of windows and comers, with a roof like a 
barn — ^and coveried'^^to the shame be it spoken of 
people who have such abundance of freestone at 
their hands<~covered with a rude patched coat- 
ing of brown lime. It put me in mind of some 
little hunch-backed, heavy-headed dwatf, aiping 
the pert and gestm'es of a grand. giants wbose 
knee he cannot touch. At the other side, they 
have put dowli, still nearer to the Cathedral, a 
building very passable in itself— -nay, very ele- 
gant, as buildings go in Scotland — but sciarcely, 
to my mind, less ill-judged in regard to its posi- 
tion. This is the Royal Infirmary — a spadous, 
handsome house, in the Grecian style,^ or^ rather, 
in what is called now-a-days the Grecian style 
of aitjhitecture. In order to mske room for it 
so iiear the Old Church, the good wis^ ^E^Vis <^ 
Glasgow pulled down a few years.ago, as my 
guide informs me, the ruins of the ancienjt Archie- 
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piscopal Palace or Castle, which occupied, with 
a very different kind of propriety, the same com- 
manding spot. Surely this was a very unneces- 
sary piece of barbarity — ^but, if the Old Castle 
was to be removed, they might, at least, hav^ 
erected ui its room something that wouM hare 
better harmonized with the neighbourhood of so 
grand a diiuxsh. 

What one calls, in common parlance, a hand- 
some building in diese days, is ofl^i a thing 
which has neitiber grandeur nor beauty. Indeed, 
modem buildings, in general, are so uninterest- 
ing in their general shape, and their surface i$~so 
much frittered down with different rows of win- 
dows, and with a complexity of trivial and un- 
profitable parts, that they scarcdy ever tdl much 
upon the imagination, or convey to the eye any 
one broad and palpable conccH^d of forms. The 
neoes^ty of having different flats or stories, must 
always be in some measure hostile to simplicity. 
No pillar can stretch from the top to the bottom 
of sudi a building, without doing it more harm 
than good ; and the expedient of piling different 
orders of architecture one above another, al« 
though it was employed with a ndble eSect in 
1^ Cotisieum at Rome, and in other amphithea* 
ires, «eems to lose all Us dignity when intersper^ 
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irfed wi^ tiie pOtry little 1iHiidoW$ of modem 
cbtys. These smooth atid gkased rows never jfail 
to destroy the ct)ilcqE>tion of a ydst and magnifi* 
oeiit space in the iiiterior* 
^ The Gothie buildings, in general, have no wa&t 
of unity. The tnultipHcity.of parts is indecfd 
great, but they ace made quite easy to be eom- 
preh^ded. by their repetition : and the desi^ 
bf the whole, is always evidently subservient to 
one purpose. 

I take it, Mr W , in his description of m^ 

character to his cousin, had done at least fuU 
OQcieasure of justice to my antiquarian propensi- 
ties; for he seemed to think it a matter <tf 
course, that my inclinations would lead nie to 
give the whole of my first day to the most aii- 
aent part of the city of Glasgow. This, as I 
mentioned, is.the part immediately in the neigh- 
bouxfaodd of the Cathedral — ^the archbishop and 
lus court of deins, chaunters, precentors and 
prebendaries, having, of course, beeii the brds 
paramount of attraction iti those days to the 
burghers, who lived chiefly by their means. 
There, are several entire streets of the episcoj^al 
city stiH . remainiHg-— all in utter disrepute, as 
might be expected frotn thdor situation, and iii- 
habited by the lowest vulgar: but all of them 
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oootamiiitf tke sheib of Ifaie old 1m^^ 
si^aiormtketMleof lliar «diitwl«re to Ifac 
nioie ap]en£d baildBigB wUift ffl die mate q^ 
dofOB streets of tbe modem cttj^of SDeNbaiidis& 
On some of these xM houses, I coidd tmoe^Tar 
lions ooBts-oCtfms^ from which, had Ghugowa 
W-«--— to deqridier them, I doaht not, liiiic^ of 
their histoiy might easily be gitfheied. HiskiBS^ 
man possesses a little tincbire of his lore, and 
pointed out to m^ in different quarters, ^tfae 
bearings of particular fiunilies or bishops in a suf- 
ficiently knowing style. In many quarters^ he 
shewed me the shields of the House of Hamilr 
ton, and the Stewarts, Lords of Minto— in which 
fiunilies successively was vested the regality, or 
.lay lordship of the archiepiscopal lands shortly 
after the Ilefibrmati(m. He shewed me ^so one 
large and fine old building, which formwly was 
a residence of the Montroses, and still bears the 
name of Montrose-lodge — and it was this very 
house, as he tells me, that Itemley occupied du- 
ring that illness whidi brought Mary fit>m Edin- 
burgh to be his nurse, only a few weeks before 
the catastrophe of the Kirk-in-the-field. The 
most extensive of these ancient streets, however, 
is not so abundant in these vestiges of ancient 
pomp as the minor ones. It stretches quite 
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^img the biW^ of fheMl/aiid'c^^ 
^s^eel dfike i^hi^ at^y dUL ahd:new. Its 
liiime isl;h# Ilotten-roH)r--HEi nam^ by the way^ 
"^Mdk iirf ddetone fMhofessed liimself ineapable 
^explaining, but which was quite &Eii3mr and 
Intelligible to iny ean. It oamea, I donbtfioti 
Irdm tiie'sahie ioot wiHi romtme^ isA sigmfiob 
nbthiiig more than ^e rispw or ^rtieet df jinwfir 
^ffeik^* It was here that the host and the images 
of the saints were earned on festivals^ with all 
the usnal splendour of CatboHe piety. The same 
name, derived from the very same practice stIH 
subsisting, may be found in many towns in Ger- 
many. I remember, in Ratisbonne, in particu- 
lar, a Botten-gasse close by the Cathedral^-^and, 
indeed, all over Catholic Germany, the Utomm^ 
herr or Canon, who walks first on those occa- 
sions, bears a title of the same etymology-*-tfaat 
of Bott^meister, namely-^which is literally pro- 
cession-leader, or master. I remembered to have 
^met with the name of this Glasgow Botten-row 
in my reading, and on applying to my friend^ he 
told me, that it occurs in Blind Harry's History 
of Sir William Wallace. After the fiimous ex- 
ploit of the burning of the bams of Ayr, where 
Pembroke, and a great number of the English 
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ioitb were 4estroy^ togeti)^, WaUbee mwdb^ 
€d during the whdLe night, that he mighty if 
possible, fttrprise Glasgow. On reaching the ' 
Clyde, he diyided his fwoes, leading in fenqn 
the main hody up the hesixt of the Gity> and 
sending Sir John theGrahaniei his Aeka^s/^tii 
another, to make a drcttit, and enter by diisRcrt- 
ten*>row. If you have Blind Harry by ycHi»: yo)i 
may tum i6 the passage, and you wiU fifid a vc^ 
anifDated description Df the battle which «ifiutd. 
Wallace was encountered mid- way uplhe tow&, 
exactly where the College of Glasgow now stands, 
by the En^db bishop of Edward's makings- 
Beck ; and while the strife was adhuc sub ju- 
dice, the scales were turned in his favour by the 
arrival of the Grahame^ who took the bishop in 
the rear. 

After we had perambulated all these scenes, 
we found it was nearly time for dinner, and so 
parted for the day. I should have told you be- 
fore, that I had another visitor early in the moln- 
ing, besides Mr H— - — . This was a Mr P — h-, 
a respectaUe merchant of the plaeei'also an ac- 
quaintance of my friend W— -. He came be- 
fore H— *-i, and after professing himself very 
sorry that his avocations would not permit him 
to devote his forenoon to my service, made me 
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iiideedv I coulcLluiye no, kind of olgeetloii. 

Bekig afraid that I m^t tmVe some diffleuJr 
ty in finding the wa^ to bis hoiule» be proposed 
thai I AouH ilieet Mm 9t the Oaffee^roonif .w 
.£x^haDge» exactly at a quarter befiore fire o'clock, 
&oin wfaidi place, be said, be would bimselCc<m- 
duet me to bis reddetiee. My rendezyoua is a 
v^kurge, ill-shaped, low-toofed room, surround- 
ed on all sides with green cane cb^rs^ small 
tabled, and newspapers, afid openmg by glass 
fiildu]g<Ux>iis upon a paved piazza of scHue. ex- 
tent. This piazza is, in fa^ the Exchange, but 
. the business is done in the adjoining room, where 
all the merchants are to be seen at certiun boui^ 
of the day. I have seldom seen a more amu- 
sing medley. Although I have travejlled only 
forty miles from Edinburgh, I Qould, with diffi- 
culty, persuade myself that I was still in the 
same kingdom. — Such roaring !—<^uch cursing! 
-Hsudi peals of discord !-^such laughter ! — snc^ 
grotesque attitudes !-HSudi arrogance !-Hsuch vul- 
gar di^egard of aU courtesy to a Strang ! H^e 
wjaS to be seen thecounting-house d/poei^drossed in 
a box^^coat. Belcher h^ndk^ti^ieC ondtop-boots, 
or leltther gaiters, disootlrsiiig ( JE4epol !) about 
brown togar and genteng ! Hete was to be^seen 
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iheoom^&i^'homedmukf, wifirwbidebbiiestoy^' 
stiff neckdoth^ ^surtout, Co8sad», -aiapiur dndii^ 
heel, a goldJbeaded cdsmon his wrist,' and m Emt 
on his head, mineing primfy to his farodier>daiid]r 
some question about |Malficat handkoBohidii^^^^ 
Here was to be seen the oounting4iaiiie5i«clr# 
with a grin, and a voice like a glass-UMrar jn^ 
Here^ above all, was to be seenithe Gbus^^ Mi 
ierateuTf striding in his oomar with:a'f«le fiiioti 
and an air of exquisite abstrac^iot), meditfitiii^ 
no doubt, some high paragraph for the €hsoi&i 
de, or, perchance, some pamphlet against. iDr 
Chalmers. Here, in a word, were to be seen 
abundant varieties of folly and presumptk)ff-^*>«- 
abundant airs of plebeianism. I was now in the 
Coffee-room of Glasgow. 

My friend soon joined me, and observing, from 
the appearance of my countenance, that I was con- 
templating the scene with some disgust—*-** My 
good fellow," said he, " you are just like every 
other wdl-educated stranger that comes into this 
town ; you cannot endure the first sight c^ tis 
mercantile whelps. Do not, however, be aki^m- 
ed; I will not introduce you to any of thesj^ 
cattle at dinner. No, sir, you must know that 
tha:e are a few men of refinement and )K)lite m- 
formation in this city. I havie wars^ tw<o ^h* 
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three of tllelsemfi^tft^^ depend i]|>on it^ 

you idipll have a very snug dafs work.'* So say- 
ing, he took my arm, and observing that fire 
y^Bsjust en the ehap^ hurried me through seveaal 
streets and lanes tiJl we arrived in the ■ ■ » 
inrliere his house is situated* His wife was, I 
pereeiv€d, quite the fine lady, and, withal, a 
little <^ the blue-stocking. Hearing that I had 
just come from Edinburgh, she remarked that 
Glasgow would be seen to much disadvantage 
after that elegant city. *• Indeed," said she, " a 
person of taste must, of course, find many dis- 
agreeables connected with a residence in such a 
town as this ; but Mr ■ ' s business renders 
the thing necessary for the present, and one can- 
not make a silk purse of a sow's ear — ^he, he, 
he r Another lady of the company carried this 
affectation still further; she pretended to be 
quite ignorant of Glasgow and its inhabitants, 
although she had lived among them the greater 
part of her life, and, by the bye, she seemed to 
be no chicken. I was afterwards told by my 

fidiend, Mr H , that this damsel had in reality 

sojourned a winter or two at Edinburgh, in the 
capacity of lick*spiide, or toad-eater, to a lady of 
^ality, to whom she had rendered herself amu- 
mg by a malicious tongue ; and that during this 
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short abseqee, sjie had embraced the ppfMnrtoivity 
xrf* utterly fpr^tiii^g every thing ab^ut tte we^t 
•ipoimtry. But there would be no end of it» wen^ 
I to tell you alL 

The dinner was excellent, although Gal(ailatf3e|, 
apparently, for forty people rather than for six- 
teen, which last number sat down. Capital sal- 
mon, and trout almost as rich as saltQOQ, from 
one of the lochs — ^prime mutton irom Argyle- 
shire, very small and sweet, and indeed ten titties 
better than half the venision we see in London — 
veal not inferior — beef of the very firj^t c^der — 
some excellent fowls in curry ; every thing waih- 
;ed down by delicious old West India Madeira, 
which went like elixir vita^ into the recesses of 
my stomach, somewhat ruffled in consequence of 
my riotous living in Edinburgh. A single bottle 
of hock, and another of white hermitage, went 
round, but I saw plainly that the greater part of 
the company took them for perry or cider. Af- 
ter dinner we had two or three bottles of port, 
which the landlord recomme^ided as being reai 
stuff. Abundance of the same Madeira, but to 
my sorrow no dareW-*the only Wine I ever eaie 
Jbr more than half-^drdozen glasses of. While 
the ladies remained in the room, there was such 
a noise and racket of coairse mirth, ill restrained 
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by a few ftirs of sickly sentiment on the part df 
the hostess, that I reafiy could neitiier attend to 
the wine or the dessert ; but after a little tim^, a 
very broad hint from a fat Faktaff, near the foot 
of the table, apparently quite a privilege cha- 
raet^, thank Heav^i ! set the ladies out of the 
rooim. The moment after which blessed coti- 
summation, the butler and footman entered as if 
t^ instinct, the one with a huge pun<:;h-bowl, 
and the other with, &c. 

A considerable alteication occurred on the en- 
trance of the bpwl, the various members <^ the 
company civilly entreating each other to officiate, 
exactly like the '' Eldens" in Bums's poem of 
The Hchf Fair, '* bothering from side to side*' 
about the saying of grace. A middle-aged gen- 
tleman was at l^igth prevailed upon to draw 
** the china" before him, and the knowing man- 
ner in which he forthwitli began to arr&nge all 
his materials, impressed me at cmce with the idea 
tiiat he was completely master of the noble sci- 
ence of making a bowl. The bowl itself waift 
really a beautiful old piece of porcelain. It wa» 
what is called a double howl^ that is, the colour- 
ed surface was cased in another of pure white 
netowork, through which the red and blue flow- 
ers and trees shone out mo$t beautifully. The 
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sugar being melted with a littib eoM water, the 
ai^t squeezed about a dozens lemons through 
a wooden strainer, and: then poured; in water 
enough almost to fill the bo^ In this state 
the liquor goes by the name of Sherbet, and a 
few of the connoisseurs in his immediate neigh- 
bourhood were requested to give their opinion 
of it-^for, in the miidng of the ^berbet lies, ac- 
oc»rding to the Glasgow opeed^ at least one half 
of the whole battle. This being approved by 
an audible smack from the Ups of the umpires, 
the rum was added to the beverage, I suppose in 
ifometibing about the proportion of one to seven. 
Last of all, the maker cut a few limes, and run- 
ning each section rapidly round the riin of his 
bowl, squeezed in enough of this more delieate 
acid to flavour the whole composition. In this con- 
sists the true tour-de-maitre of the punchoinaker.' 
The punch being fairly made, the real busi- 
ness of the evening commenced, and giving its 
due weight to the balsamic influence of the fluid, 
I must say the behaviour of the company was 
sudi as to remove almost entirely the pr^udiees 
I had conceived, in consequence of their £rst 
appearance and external manners. In the course 
of talk, I found that the coarseness whidb had 
most ofiended me, was nothing but a kind of 
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trag^sh^ disguise, assumed as tke dbvering of 
' ittiiids kttnly afive to tlie ridiculous, and there- 
-ibre studious to avoid all appeteance of finery*—* 
an article which they are aware always seems ab- 
suird when exhibited by persons of their profes- 
sion. In short, I was amongst a set of genuinely 
shrewd, clever, sarcastic fellows, all of them com- 
pletely up to trap — all of them good-natured and 
friendly in their dispositions — and all of them 
inclined to take their full share in the laugh 
against their own peculiarities. Some subjects, 
besides, of political interest, were introduced and 
discussed in a tone of great good sense and mo- 
deration. As for wit, I must say there was no 
want of it, in particular from the " privileged 
character" I have already mentioned. There was 
a breadth and quaintness of humour about this 
gentleman, which gave me infinite delight ; and, 
on the whole, I was really much disposed at the 
end of the evening, (for ve never looked near 
the drawing-room,) to congratulate myself on ha- 
ving made a good exchange for the self sufiicient 
young Whig coxcombs of Edinburgh. Such is 
the danger of trusting too much to first impres- 
sions. The Glasgow people would, in general, 
do well to assume as thdbr motto, ^' Fronti nulla 
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fides r and yet there are not a few of them wfaoi^ 
ftoes I should be very sorry to see anything dif- 
ferent from what they are.*<^So much far my 
first day in Glasgow. 

P.M. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Next morning I devoted to visiting die iTni- 
versit J here, and paying my respects to seretal 
of the Prc^essors, to whom I had received letters 
c£ introduction from several of my friends in 
Edinburgh, as well as London. I found th^ 
buildings very respectable in appearance-— and 
altogether much more academical in their style 
than those of Edinburgh. The reason of this 
is» that they are for the most part mubh more 
ancient— or rather, perhaps, that they resembk 
much more what my eyes had been accustom* 
ed to at Cambridge and Oxf(»rd* 

The University consists^ as in Edinbiu'gh, of 
a single College, but it is a much more venerable 
and wealthy foundation, and the Frofessras, in- 

VOL. in. V 
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stead of occupying separate houses in different 
parts of the town, as in Edinburgh, are lodged 
all together in a very handsome oblong courts 
(like the dose of some of our cathedrals,) imme^ 
diately beside the quadrangles used for public 
purposes. These quadrangles |re two in num- 
ba, and th^r general effect is much like that of 
some of our English third-rate collies. The 
first one enters is a very narrow one, surrounded 
with black buildings of a most sombre aspect, 
and adorned on one side with a fine antique ; 
stair, whidi leads to their Faculty-Hall, or Se- 
nate-House. The secMid, to which you approach 
by a va.ulted passa^ under a steeple, is mudi 
larger^ but the effect'^^ it is quite spoiled by a 
large new building in the Grecian style, which 
has been clumsily thn^st into the midst of the 
low towers and curtains of the old monastic ar- 
diitecture. Both courts are paved all over with 
smooth flag stones— for the Scottish academicks 
are not of such <»*derly habits as to admit of 
their quadrangles being covered with fine bowl- 
ing-greens as ours are. However, I was cer- 
tainly much pleased with the appearance of the 
whole structure. 

Trom the second court, another arched way 
leads into an open square behind, which is not 
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Btrilt round, but whi^h contains in separate edi-\ 
Gees the University Library oh one hand — and,- 
on the other, the Huhterian Museum, which 
you know was left in the collector's will to this 
seminary at whidi he had received the early 
part of his education. The Museum is certain 
ly a beautiful and classical building — so much 
of it at least as itieets the eye in looking at it ' 
from the College. As yet I have seen nothing ' 
in Scotland that can be compared with it The 
front consists of a very magnificent portico, sup- 
ported by fine Doric pillars, and rising behind 
into a very graceful dome of stone -work. The 
College gardens stretch away in the rear of this ' 
building, to apparently a very considerable ex- 
tent, forming a rich back-ground of lawns and 
trees, arid affording a delightful rest to the eye, 
after the dust and glare of the mob-covered 
streets of the city. It was in one of the walks 
of these gardens — (one can never help talking of 
the incidents of these novels, as if they were all 
matters of fact,)— that Rob Roy prevented the 
duel between Frank and Rashleigh Osbaldistone. 
It was in them that good worthy Dr Reid (ho- 
nest man) used to pace when he was meditating 
the foundations of his Inquiry into the Human 
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Mind. It was in them that the most absent of 
men, Adam Smith, used to wander and loiter 
when he was preparing for the world the more 
precious gift of his Wealth of Nations. It was 
here, no doubt, that Dr Moore walked, his fea* 
tores twisted with the pangs parturient of his 
famous Essay on the Greek Particles. It wm 
here that his successor, Mr John Young, must 
have ruminated with far blander emotions over 
the yet unpromulgated wit of the exquisite ** Cri^ 
tieism on the Elegy written in a Country Churdb- 
yard.*' 

My principal object, however, was not so mudi 
to' examine the minutisB of these, the externals 
of the University, as to pick up some accurate 
notions of the way in which its business is coa-> 
ducted. As the hour, therefore, did not admit 
of my paying visits of ceremony, I determined 
to go before making myself known to any one, 
and hear some of the principal Professors deliver 
their preelections in their class-rooms. My guide, 
being an old Alumnus of this Alma Mater, knew 
quite w'ell the particular hours set apart for eaeh 
individual teacher, and gave me all the informa* 
tion I could have desired about the respective 
merits of those I might have it in my power to 
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beer. The man of highest reputation for talent 
among the trhole body, he told me, was the sam^ 
Professor of Greek to whom I have just alluded 
—so my first ambition was to hear him — indeed^ 
that ambition had long before been kindled 
^thin me by the eulogies I had heard passed 
upon this eminent Grecian, not only by Mir 
W— — , and the literati of Edinburgh — ^but by' 
the much higher authorities of Porson, Bumey, 
and Kouth, with all pf whom Mr Young lived 
in habits of close and intimate friendship, during 
the frequent visits he paid to England. Nay, the 
Professor's fame had reached me in quarters still 
more remote, and at least as respectable, for I 
femember Old Wyttenbach asked me many 
questions about him in 1802, when I spent the 
jprifig under his roof at Leyden^ — and used to 
testify much astonishment at my knowing so 
little about this personage, whom he commonly 
called ^' eximius i^e apud Scotos phUologtts'* 

Dismissing my cicerone, therefore, I walked 
about the courts of the College by myself, till 
the rush of lads began to flow towards Mr 
Young's lecture-room, and then insinuated my- 
self with the crowd into the interior of the 
place. I took my station at the extremity of ft 
bench, in the darkest part of the room, which 
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seemed to be occupied by a set of the mor^ el^^ 
derly students, among whom I imagined my 
own grave aspect would be less likely to attract 
atteption from the Professor. By and bye, in 
fae dime md mpunted his little pulpit, betw:een 
two low windows at the opposite extremity— r 
and I immediately hoisted my spectacles, in <»rr 
der that I might scrutinize the physiognomy of 
the philologist before his lecture should begim 
A considerable nupiber of minutes elapsed, dut 
ring whidi one of the students, perched above his 
fellows, in a minor sort of rostrum, was emplpyr 
ed in calling over the names of all who were or 
^hpuld have be^n present, pretty much after th^ 
fashipn of fi regimeptol muster-roll. The Fror- 
fesspr was quite silent dwing this space, unless 
when some tall awkward Jrishfnan, or young 
ipdigenoys blunderer, happened to m^ke his eth 
tHe in a manner more noisy than suited the 
place-— on which ocpasiop a sfiarp cutting voice 
from the chair wfis sure to thfill in their ears 
ffome bripf but decisive query, or command or 
rebuker— >'* Q^id hgfis tu, m isfo (ingyJo, pedibus 
strejdtans et gafrtens ?"f— ^' Cate tu tihi^ JDugalde 
M'QyMrter^ €t ttuuf res figasTi^^* Notetur^ Phe- 
limins OShaxighneay^ sefo ingrediens, td solvat 
. 4W0 (fsgfs pterlin^nsfs /"--" Iterumne qdmoji^'i 
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du8 es, Nkdai Jarvie ?" — Quid hoc rei, Fran* 
cUce Warper ?" &c. &c. &c. 

It required no imagination to detect the m«*ks 
of dear thorough-going perspicacity of intellect; 
intermingled, in no usual manner, with those of a 
fine &ney and an overflowing enthusiasm, in the 
liiie^ments of this admirable Professor. I know 
not that I ever met with any of the ^ Magna* 
nimi Heroes" of philology, that could shew half 
80 mudi of his art in his visage. Old Parr you 
have seen — and you know well that his face is 
but a heavy one, in spite of the relief it has from 
the unquenchable d^zle of his large eyes. For- 
son's face was a grajid one in its way, but I can- 
not say I could ever see much in it very dis- 
tinctly, except the general ^U-pervading radi- 
ancy of hvf sheer genius. Wyttenbach is a sor 
lenui, $ad-lopking, venerable, old gentleman, but 
one wonldf primdjiieie, take him for a moral phi- 
losopher, rather than for a philologer. Hermann's 
&ee is full of a mad fire like Porson'sr--and I 
suppose Nature meant him to be not a professor 
but a poet — -in spite of the De Metris. Tomt 
Gaisford's melancholy swarthy countenance has 
a certain ^ed determined stare about it, that 
ishews well enough he will never be wpary of 
hunting authorities in the wildest thickets of 
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that d€^. jungle- wcod^ whidi he mistakes folr* 
Fama8sus.p— But the true, lively, keen, hafav 
qditting expresskin of a genuine rootQitcher^ 
ym never exhibited any where so broad and scr 
brightly as in the physiognomy of Professor 
young. Never was I more strongly reminded 
of the truth of that wise saying of the wisest of 
men, which the sceptical wits of the present age 
are pleased to scorn as much as any of the dkta 
cf poor Spurzheim,*— *^ A man may be kncwn hf 
Ids look, and cue that hath nnderstanding hy Mi 
eoumteuanee, when thou meeUst himr^ 

The intense power of general observation 
miKrked immediately above the eye-brows of this 
nsBiarkable parson, might be supposed to exist in 
many )dnds pf uidividuals, noways resembling 
him in the peculiar turn of his mind. I have 
seen it as strong about the sinus frontalis of H 
lawyer~4i c^lcul^tor-^^-above all, a painter— or a 
poet food of drawing the materials of his poetry 
fircmi what he sees in the world about him, and 
its actual inhabitants and doings. It is not there 
that the system of Spurzheim leads one to ex- 
pect to find the diffbrenHa, properly so called, of 
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a philological cranium. Gall says, that in his 
youth he had reason to be vexed, that, while 
several of his school-fellows learnt by heart even 
^ings which they did not understand, with great 
fedility, he had the utmost difficulty in engra- 
ving on his memory a much less number of 
words ; and by accident, first of all, he was led to 
make the observation, that in those individuals 
who possessed this extraordinary facility of learn, 
ing by heart, the eyes were very prominent. In 
his system, therefore, he has established, among 
others, a separate organ of words, the greateif 
than common developement of which is denoted 
by the greater than common prominence of tli6 
eyes. Refining by degrees on his observations 
and conclusions, he has said, that in some cases 
the eyes are not only prominent, but also de- 
pressfed downwards, so that the under eye-lid 
presents a sort of roll, or appears swollen and 
tumid; and such persons, adds he, are fond of 
philology, that is, they like to study the spirit 
of difierent languages, 

I must own that this was one of the good 
Doctor's niceties, which I always regarded with 
some measure of scepticism, till I had an oppor- 
tunity of observing the organization of this great 
Glasgow Philologist. The very appearance of 
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tbe eyes, described so minutdy and graphicaHjr 
by the Gennan, is precisely the thing most re- 
markable in the whole of this remarkable coun- 
tenance. The eyes themseLves are grey, and full 
of a bright gleaming intdligence, but their e£Pect 
is peculiar, and quite distinct from those pf.aqy 
bright eyes I ever observed ; and, on dose inr 
spection, I can attribute their peculiarity to nor 
thing but this most marked philological eonfoiv 
matliHi in the way of their toeing set into th^ 
head. They are absolutely pushed out of their 
socl^ts by the redundance of this particular fa- 
culty below ; their under lids stand forth, sqnare> 
imd distinct^ fiom the texture of the face, ^s if 
half its mujscular energy wer^ concentrated in 
that minute point Jt is true, however, that 
this eff^ is mightily ^vo^red by the appear* 
fuice of the other parts of the countenapoe-^the 
bn^id girdle of wrinkles about the eye3 them* 
selves-f-the deep lines which converge from all 
the upper forehe^ upon tfee centre of the nose 
—the sharp bony angular nose itself— the lips 
compressed like the vice of a blacksmith ;— -each 
find all of these features must shed, no doubt, a 
cordial return of acumen upon the eloquence 
of the projecting eye which overlooks and illi4v 
Riinatf 5 them, 
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^ Hfa mode of lecturing, or rather of expounds- 
mg (for it was in that exercise that I found him 
€93gaged) harmonizes most perfectly with the ex* 
pectations this physiognomy would be likely to 
icreate. It is impossible that any man should 
display a more lynx-like intellectual glance than 
•Mr Young scatters upon every subject that 
comes in his way« There is no satisfying of his 
restless mind, on any point, with half or quarter 
explanations ; one sees that he must be in agony 
till he has got to the bottom of his difficulty, and 
grubbed up the entangling thorn, root by root, 
Jet it be planted as firmly, as deeply, and i|s 
broadly as it may. The way in which he goes 
^bout this business has, no doubt, been borrowed 
in a great nieasure from Home Tooke ; and at 
times, indeed, ther^ were tones/ and gesture^ 
which almost made me dream I had leaped som^ 
ten years back, and was seated opc^ more at the 
fij^side in Win^bledon, opposite to the old red 
sofa, from which that mighty intellectual Nimrod 
used to shoot his " ta-eot ^rn/ptrw." But the pro- 
fessor has abundance of originality about every 
part of his discourse ; and, above aU, he is quite a 
different sort of person from Home in the article 
of fine and tender feeling. I own I was quite 
thunderstruck to find him, all of a sudden, pas$« 
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ing from a transport of sheer verbal ecstacy 
about the particle «/>«, into an ecstacy quite as 
vehement, and a thousand times more noble; 
about the deep pathetic beauty of one of Hoh^ 
mer's conceptions, in the expression of which 
that particle happens to occur. Such was the 
burst of his enthusiasm, and the enriched mellow 
swell of his expanding voice, when he began to 
touch upon this more majestic key, that I drop- 
ped for a moment all my notions of the sharp 
philologer, and gazed on him with a higher de- 
light, as a genuine lover of the *soul and spirit 
which has been clothed in the words of antiqui- 
ty. At the close of one of his fine excursions into 
this brighter field, the feelings of the man seem- 
ed to be rapt up to a pitch I never before beheld 
exemplified in any orator of the chair. The tears 
gushed from his eyes amidst their fervid spark- 
lings ; and I was more than delighted when I 
looked round and found that the fire of the Pro- 
fessor had kindled answering flames in the eyes 
of not a few of his disciples. 
» Assuredly, Mr Young must have been a fine 
orator in any department. He is, without ex- 
ception, the best reader I ever heard of Greek ; 
and I have heard very few readers of English 
that I could for a moment compare with him. 
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Kor is this slight praise from an Engtishman to 
a Seotchman, The music of the northern tongue 
has never become grateful to my ears ; but I 
could not find a moment's time to recollect tha* 
there was any provinciality in the notes of this 
voice while I was listening to it. The Scottish 
xnethod of pronouncing Greek, too, although I 
have no doubt it is in many points much more 
Kke the true way than our own, has always, 
from association or otherwise, appeared to me to 
have a great degree of barbarity and uncouth* 
ness about it ; but this prejudice, like a thou* 
$and others, dissolved before the flash oi this 
man's genuine power. Assuredly, if the young 
men educated here do not become fervent Gise* 
cians^ it is not for want either of precept or ex* 
ample in their Professor. But the truth is, as I 
have mentioned before, that, according to the 
present style of academical education inScotland, 
it is a matter of comparatively little conse* 
quence whether a professor of languages be or be 
not himself an eminent scholar or a skilful teach- 
er. The clay is not so long in his hands as to al« 
low him the power of moulding it to his will. 
Before the vessel is tempered in its fabric — ^long, 
very Ic^g before it can receive the high finishing 
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polish which such an artist as this could ^ve if, 
it is hurried away and filled with a prematura 
and, what is worse, a chaotic infusion of ingre^ 
dients. In spite of all these disadvantages, how* 
ever, it is impossible that sudi very surpassing^ 
Clergies as those of this Professor, should be ex* 
erted so long without producing some effbct; 
and accordingly, I am informed the study of 
the andent languages docfs thrive here at the 
present time in a degree mudi beyond any of 
the other Universities of Scotland. Let us hope 
that the spark he has kindled may, ere long, find 
vent to break out into a noble and illuminating 
flame. But, limited as he is in his means of be^ 
nefiting those immediately about him by his ad*^ 
mirable preelections, is it not a thousand pities 
that he should not atone to his genius and bis 
&me for this sad defect, by making the world at 
large more extensively partakers in the fruits of 
his studies, — by creating for himsfelf, in other 
words, a name as splendid as Nature has entitled 
him to bequeath to posterity? What Shak* 
speare has said of Royal Beauty, may be said a& 
well of Mental Power— 

'' Shanie it should die, aiid leave behind no cop^'^ 
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« • « « 



I made a visit immediately afterwards, in the 
same manner, to tlie Lecture-room of Mr Jardine^ 
the Professor of Logic, for I had heard of this 
gentleixian also in a thousand quarters, and was 
anxious to see and hear him in his own place. I 
beard him talked of in a particular style of com- 
men<ktion one day in a large company of the 
^Edinburgh literati, among whom it appeared 
there was a great number of his former disciples ; 
and, truly, the affectionate terms in which they 
delivered themselves, were almost as honourable 
to themselves as to their old teacher. They re- 
presented him as a person who, by the singular 
felicity of his toe/ in watching and encouraging 
the developements of youthful minds, had done 
more good to a whole host of individuals, and 
gifted individuals too, than their utmost gratis 
tude could ever adequately repay. They spake 
of him as of a kind of intellectual father, to 
whom they were proud of acknowledging the 
eternal obligations of their intellectual being. I 
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never heard so mudi enthusiasin expneis<ed by- 
pupils for tbeir master — no not even at the oom- 
memonUion of Rugby. 

I did not, however, hear the Professor deliver 
one of the lectures by which these gentlemen 
professed themselves to have been so largely be- 
nefited. It so happaied, that at the hour I went, 
he was engaged, not in p-aelectic»i» but in e^ 
amining his pupils on some of the subjects of a 
lecture he had delivered on the preceding day. 
Perhaps, however, tlo^ benefits derived firom his 
teaching may be traced in no inconsiderable 
measure to his peculiar excellenoe in this v«y 
branch of his duties. Such a dear manly me- 
thod of putting his questions^— sudi a ready 
manner of compr^ending the drift of the replies 
be received — such skilful nicety in drawing <mt 
the workings of perplexed minds, and making 
those who were puzzled find for themselves the 
thread that should lead them out of their laby^ 
rinths — ^and all this accompanied with such an 
honest, downright, paternal sort of kindness in 
voice, look, and gesture— I have really never be- 
fore seen a more amiable combination of the fa- 
culties most precious in a teacher of youth. I 
think it no wonder, that they who have sat at 
the feet of thu( good nmn, should \» very tXom 
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in losing their memory of so much moral worth an^ 
real talent, exerted in so rare a style of wiion fot 
the fiirtheranee of their improvement. It is no 
ipvonder, that the days spent in drinking wisdom 
&btn to pure and liberal a fountain, should form, 
in feeling aiid intelligent minds, some o^ the 
idetoest of thoi^e youthful recollections, which af- 
%>rd throughout the years of active and bustling 
'Bf^, ihfe most charming breathing-places of repo- 
sing meditation. In such feelings it must be thht 
iuch a spirit finds the best reward of all its la- 
bours. Wherever such a man as this goes, 
throughout all the districts of the land in which 
lie has so long exerted himself, he is sure to 
m^t with eyes that kindle into a filial fi^ame, 
when they see once more the venerable liheia- 
nriehts of his well-known face, tte has created 
for himself a mighty family, among whom his 
memory will long survive — ^by whom all that he 
said and did — his words of kind praise and kind 
censure — ^his gravity JM^d his graciousness — ^will, 
no doubt, be dwelt upon with waim and tender 
words and looks, iiopg after his earthly labours 
shall hate been brought to their dose. The 
good such men do is of such a kind, that it can- 
not " die with them." 

VOL. in. N 



Digitized by 



Google 



lfl^4 HUNTERIAK I^IUSEUJf. 



« « « • « 

I waited upon this excellent p^spn somi^^f^ 
the conclusion of his exmniaation^and 4?Uy?r$i^ 
several letters I had for him from. hi§ l^eni^ .11^ 
Edinburgh, He asked me ta dine wi,t^ ^hnp,,^ 
which I assented, ^nd in the meantime .he^ ijyo- 
posed we should go and see the Hunteiifui !l^^- 
seunx together, as there was still an hour or t^p 
we had to spare. ,, 

This Museum is chiefly remarkable for.^htip 
very fine collection of anatomical preparaJtiops 
it contains, and I am glad I had an opportunity 
of seeing them, as one of them strongly exen}- 
plified a fact concerning the junction of the ver- 
tebras, which I have stated at some leng|ji ip 
m^y treatise, De Muliere, S§c. p. 97.* There is also 
an excellent collection of medals, but I cc^uld 
not be permitted to see them at this time, owi^g 
to the strict regulations under which their in- 



* I should inentioiy» that in the Second Edltlofif, published 
at Paris in 1812, it is at page lOS. 
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l^pection is laid— 4iec^sarily, I well believe, front 
what I know of the consciences of collectors. 
Their stuffed animals are not very numerous^ 
nor have they been allotted a very conspicuous 
situation, being placed in small rooms below 
stairs, where the elephdnts and hippopdtamusen 
look rather disconsolate. In one corner I s^w 
an Egyptian liiilmniy, which is shut up in a 
htige wooden case, strongly clasped with inJn 
bars, as if to prevent it from coming out and 
chasing any of the Professors up stairs, when 
they happen to visit that apartment at a late 
and dreary hour. As it was entirely enveloped 
in the original linen swaddling-bands, I had no 
opportunity of investigating the organ of com- 
bativeness in the lower latei^ part of the fot^- 
head, which is said by SpUrzheim to be large ki 
thost mummies. 

In another apartment,— by the way si singu- 
larly elegant one both in shape arid fuhiiture,-^ 
there is a fine assemblage of pietiires. The col- 
lection is not extensive, but most of the speci- 
mens are of rare eicellence. There is a beauti- 
ftil Gfuida, representing the Virgin watching the 
ihfant Christ asleep. There is a St CatKerine, 
by Efomehibhino, full of expressipn^-^a head of 
St Peter, by Rubens, with rathei" toa much of 
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the liCHnclki^as oi tiie human passionfi, bat glori- 
oodfy cjoloured. Hie celleetion is also graced 
wkh a Coreg^[>-^he VirgiB mi Child, and St 
Jcsei^--«*a pieture in capital j^reservaEtion. The 
Virgin is represented with a sweet look of hmu 
temai: tenderness, putting upon the child a new 
vest, wMdi appears, from the unplements Intro- 
duoed in the picftute, to be the workmanship of 
her own hands. There is a Salvator, not a land- 
scape, but a group of figures — Laomedon, de- 
tected by Apollo and Neptune, all in a very bokl 
and striking style of mastery; ThereHs a Thmae 
and the Gtolden Shower, by my old favourite 
Luca Giordano, an artist of whom shamefully 
little is known or thought in this country. 
There is, besides, a small inimitable Murillo, the 
Good Shepherd. 

They have also a landscape by Rembrandt, a 
flat country, with a town in die distance, a scene 
in which it is evident no object has been intro- 
duced for the sake of ornament There is some- 
thing in the perspective of level plains which al- 
ways strikes me— Welchman though I be — as 
mwe sublime th^p^ any view clogged and ob- 
structed with mountains, or other large objects. 
I think that a barrier of mountains rising be- 
tween the spectator and the horieon^ suggests 
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the idea of Kmitation somehoWj.and eircurascrq)- 
tion. Your ^e is stopped^ and your attrition 
trammelled, by the different summits and emi- 
nences ; and in examining thelocaUties of a par* 
ticular spot, you lose the notion of what Ho- 
mer calls the immeasurable earth. The ocean, 
by recalling the idea of infinitude, inspires a 
sense of the sublime ; but, at the same time, in 
contemplating a marine landscape, we feel a cer- 
tain coldness, resulting from the want of life 
and vegetation. The arafiBfAof yt\our/iia, of which 
JEschylus* speaks, is, after all, but a cheerless 
thing, compared with the smiling repose of sun- 
beams on the long vanishing distances of a track 
glowing with the vestiges of human labour and 
human happiness. There are some other pic- 
tures, but I have mentioned the most remark- 
able. 

After dinner, and an excellent bottle of wine, 
the Professor took me with him to the porter^s 
lodge of the College, one of the rooms of which 
is used by some of the brethren as a kind of 
common-room. Here I spent the evening very 
delightfully, in a;snug, quiet, intelligent little so- 
ciety. We played whist till ten, then supped on 
a glorious Glasgow luxury of fresh-herrings, and 
concluded the whole with a moderate quantum 
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niffieit of rum-punchy in the manu&cture of 
which some one or two of these learned personi^ 
seemed to be no whit lienor to the best of the 
neighbouring citizens. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 



TO THE SAME. 



Buck's-hiad. 

Next day> I spent almost the whole morning 
in company with my excdient cicerone, in ta^ 
king a survey of a few of the most extensive 
manufactories of this place. As these, however, 
must be in all respects quite similar to those of 
other towns which you have often seen, I shall 
not trouble you with any particular description 
of what I saw. It appeared to me, upon the 
whole, that the Glasgow manufacturer^ jconduct 
matters with- more attention to the comforts of 
those whom they employ, tji^n most of their bre- 
thren elsewhere ; a fact which, indeed, I remem- 
ber to have heard mentioned in Parliament a few 
sessions agoi with a yery laudable degrep of pride, 
by the Member for the town, Mr Kirkman Fin- 
lay; himself one of the greatest merchants of 
Scotland, an<}, J wellbelieye, ope pf the most in- 
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telligent also, in spite of all the jokes against him 
in the Courier. I was assured, at least, that there 
prevails in this place nothing of the vile custom 
of unceasing labour by day and by night, which 
has been, with so much noble passion, described 
and branded in th^ WQfrd^ of jtl^e Wanderer,* 



* The passage is this— 

" When soothing darkness spreads 
O'er bill and vale/' the Wanderer thus expressed 
His recollections-— *< and the punctual stars^ . - 
While all things else are gathering to their homes, 
Advance, and in the Armament of heaven 
G)ittia>— but undisturbiog, undistmlied, 
As if their silent company were charjied 
With peaceful admonitions for the heart 
Of alKb^olding Man, Earth's thoughtful Lord; 
Then in f^U n^i^ny fi region, OQce, like thn, 
'the assured domain of calm simplicity 
And pensive quiet, an unnatural light. 
Prepared for never-reeting labour^ eyes, 
t^T^ks from ^ ij^y^^indo^ed &bric h^^ ; 
And at the appointed hour a bell is heard~» 
Of harsher imptfrt than the curfew knoQ 
That spake the Norman Conqueror's fttern iiehest, 
A local summons to uncemx^ toil ! 
Disgorged are np^ the ministers of day ; 
And as they issue from the illamined pile, 
A freab band m^ts ibmk at tlie crowded door 
And in the courts— and where the rumbling stref ;ii 
That turns the mdltitude of dizzy wheels 
Glares, like a troubled spirit, in its bed 
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After being epnfined for hours to the steam- 
heated atmosphere qf these placesj my ears ding- 
li|^ with the eternal rock and buzz of wheels 
and spindles, and iny eyes fretted and inflamed 
with the flakes of cotton every where flyiqg 
about ; andj in spite of all that I have said, my^ 
sfpiiits being not a littl^ depressed by the contem- 
plation of so many thousands of poor creatures^ 
shut out in their captivity from 




The geDtl€ visitations of the sun— ^< - ^ 

And in these structures mingled, old and young, ^-^^^ 
And unripe sex with sex, for mutual' taint,—- 



—my spirits being somewhat saddened with all 
these poisonous sighta, and sounds, and reflect 
tions, I readily embraced the proposal of my 
friend — ^that we should walk forth, namely, into 
the fields, and refresh onrsdVes with breathing 
the unpolluted air of heaven, till the hour of 
dinner. 
He led me into a large piece of meadow* 



Among the rocks below — ^Men, maidens, youths. 
Mothers and little children, boys and girls, 
Enfer— and each the wonted task resumes 
Within this temple — ^where is offered up 
To Gain — the master idol of these realms, 
Perpetual sacrifice," &c. 
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ground^ wfaicb stretches along the bald^s oT^th^ 
Clyck to the east of the city, wd which, bang' 
public pix^perty, is left in its free iintaint^ ^r^ 
dure, filming a beautiful contrast to the dust ^ 
the dty, and a precious breatlnng-plaee to its 
inhabitants. It forms, in fact^ a fine pnrk — ih4 
deed, excepting London and Dublin, there' to 
no town in these islands whidi possess^ any^ 
thing that can be compared with it. lily friend 
told me, however, that, with all its natural at- 
tractions, it is far from being piuch frequented 
by the &shionables of the place, who pr^r 
walking on the Trongate, or on some of the nar- 
row bigliways round the town, and leave thib 
delidous Green (for that is the name it goes by) 
to be trodden almost exclusively by Ae feet of 
those whom they are pleased (in contra^stiric^ 
ti<ni froni themsdves) to call the Vulgar. i^But^ 
my friend remembers the old times, when tbtf 
Green was the constant lounge^ and has a pridia 
in being seen walking leisurely under the ancient 
elms which gave shade to the more judicious" 
ivorthies of a generation that has passed away. 

A tall Monument, in jthe form of an obelisk, 
has been erected to the memory of Lotd Nel- 
son, in the midsl^of this green, and contrasts it- 
self agreeably with the level plain surface, out of 
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wfaif^ it afifi^- Shortly after it was erected, it 
w^irtru^ ]^y lightning— ^the top was complete- 
lyi§batte^^d**^and a yawning fissure points out 
t]be course Q.f tliLC destructive el^nent, more than 
half-way ^wn 4^^ of the sides. But it would 
be a. difficult t^vig tiEHrepalr this injury, and the 
people of G}asgow hav^ allowed the Monument 
to remaiii exactly ras the thunder left it. It has 
stfH>4 fov several years in this way— rand, I doubt 
iiQt» will st9|id fw n^my centuries without any 
cpniideriable alteration for. the worse. In the 
n^ig^i^urbppd of the Monument, wje saw sever 
r^l elderly citifiens playing at the old Scots game 
€^«go|f, whidi is a kind of. gigantic variety of 
Billiards — the table being a certain space in the 
gr^dij^ sometimes of many hundred jrards in ex? 
t^nt>-«-1&e holes-c^tuated bere and tiiere, at great 
dJ^nces--rand tjie balls, which are made very 
hard, stuffed with feathers, being swung to and 
&o in a terrific manner, by means of long queues 
with elastic shafts — a fine healthful game, whidi 
seems to be a mighty favourite both here and at 
^inburgh. 

Nearer the margin of the river, which is really 
a very grand stream here, another wide division 
of the meadow seemed to be set apart for the 
laupjpses of a washing-green. It is here, upon 
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tbe fine green turf, that die servmt-miwis of 
CHaigow love to spread farA tfaeir Meaehing 
linen befine the sun, wringing llie Aeets, and 
pg^Sang at|d tittering at the passeis-bjr. It is 
here that the ooiporal takes his forenoon lounge, 
with his Waterloo medal, and perhaps entets in- 
to some interchange of repartees with the rocy 
and joyful damsels ; so that from less to more, 
he is ultimately, it may be, indueed to add from 
among them a fifth or sixth wife, to the list of 
those whom he has already left weeping at Cork, 
at Mimchester, at Hull, at Dundee, and else- 
where. In the present case, the devoted victim 
leans over her watering-pan, and adnikes his 
sinewy limbs, graoefulty and freely exhibited be- 
neath Uie~ scanty opvering of tiie regimental f^i^ 
kbeg— phis spirited style of flourishing a sixp^my 
Kattan~-the knowing cock of his eye — ^and the 
readiness of his retorts — and, alas ! reflects not 
how c^^n, and how fhtally, the same fascinations 
ihay have been practised before — 

Nod sola comptos anit adulteri 
Crines^ et aurum vestibus illitum 
Mirata, regalesque cultus. 

Ifi p^rha^psi a shoemaker, or any other common 
inecl^anic, happens to pA$s the groups he is sufe to 



Digitized by 



Google 



G11E£N OF GLASGOW. fi08 

Ibe macle the butt of their wit; tnd, infact, appears 
but :« poor slieakilig devil for the time, altboagk 
p^tbaps he treated tihem inih cords and onam 
on Sunday bst Even a gendeman's senrant & 
gufes to dtsadvioitage-^his stewy livery tettaot 
rival the tegakscuHM'-'-^iid a lamp-lifter is e^K^^ 
ecsrable^ and fit rnily to be shuddered at by these 
fii» hdie& But, as I sdd before, the devoted 
vid^ thinks only of him in scarlet ; and whale 
the deep tones of his voice sink into her ean^ the 
river appears to flow more smoothly than it evef 
did before ; and the fields to lock fresher thaii 
ev» summer coftld make them. She rememlmv 
the day, whoi the news of the glorious ISth of 
Jniie arrived — ^the enthusiasm with which her 
master read aloud the newspaper at the break- 
fost table-*the green branches that adbmed the 
streets during the &renoon~and the diarming 
dastiile of the windows, whoi she waHced oat to 
$ee the illumination in the evening. The re- 
membcanee of all these fine things rushes bright 
upon her fancy-^and having once more survey* 
ed the strapping corporal from head to foot, her 
fate is determined. 

Those of the damsels engaged in the actual 
occupation of washing their linen, Were also wor- 
thy of some notice on account of tiie peculiar 
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way in ^hich th&y go about theit' dpetatioAs. 
The greater part of ilieir work is done/ hot bj^ 
means of th6 hands, but the feet, eadi mdift&tf 
standing in her tub, and thumping beldtv Ukt$ 
an Italian grape-treader, her petticoats being M^ 
ed considerably above the knee, and her ivory 
Umbs frothed over half the way up,- with tftii 
Mgfat foam of thcl obeair of suds' which theib ex^ 
treAiities agitate. Some might turn away fitom 
this exposure as somewhat indelicate— but Fcon- 
fess I had a pleasure in seeing it — ^for I consider 
it as an interesting relic of the feailess purity df 
the okLen times. But, indeed, I liiink a groupe 
of girls washihg lin^n, in whatever way, is al- 
ways a pretty spectisiele, and revives pleasiti^ 
ideas concerning the simple fashions of antiquity 
«^when the daught^of kings used to think nd 
shame of asking their &ther^s regal leave to gd 
out and wash their own smocks, and the shifts 
of the princes their brothers-^representing, too, 
the propriety of majesty itself making a clewi 
appearance at the council-board.* 
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. %|$ing Ihat I c6uld emfy amuse myself iti 
^S| plao^ my friend left me to mysd£ ittidi 
yrmt pff tq pay a visit in tiie town/ I (iontini]»dk 
my stroll ^lotig the breezy banks of the riVer fos 
a,a>n$iderable Spaoe--^but at length found my* 
st^ a little fatigued, and sat down oh one of the 
l)epebeSr which occur every now and then by: 
tJ^ ode of the walks. I had not sat long tiU i 
perceived a brother lounger advancing towarda 
i^e from the opposite direction, in a meditativ0 
attitude ; apd^ surveying the man, I thou^t I 
could distinguish him to be one of that clas(» oi 
ph^osopbical weavers, with which the west erf 
Scotland is known to be so plentifully stocked* 
Nor was I mistaken. The man edged towards 
the bench, and soon took his place within a yardr 
9f me, with an air of infinite composure. Being 
i^eated^ he cast one or two. sidelong glances upon 
me, and then, fixed his eyes in a very speculative 



BtvXtti ^mtXtvUf suUmfit y^d ^fiutft lyfirrte, 

Qdy«Si Zv 
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>«pfln tke water, wMdi ripfiM HMI^ 
Iltie dBstene df Ins ftet-a»k^ 

6^ of a 4niTdtar ad m muMib^M^ '> JS» im 
fAnaAdmAa m liii pmen, with ft iMll ft|t> 
wwd, aefoiMd, no dmitot, thMi^ life sftib^' 
iii^ domn^tod bjr hk ^Mati(m^.--0diiMdBilllls^ tttfi 
knegd find fpk^4b<itod-«teit ajn^HHiltity^tttd^ 
flnmith tfid Mrrott^ in evety port «f liil tei^^ 
]tf fiaine. it^ t»M dttd in a V«ry rt^^ASfaMe^ 
short ooat of blu0-*a W«8teodt of i^\f^ai»W 
gmmA^ witii thiti f urpleMd gtedk Mfipes ck'i6M^ 
k^^ eaeh other upon it-^a piiir ^f HifrixdtAy 
bneeiies, tinbuttomd at the kiiee8--4i thick pjd^ ' 
ct Wonted stockings, hangkig looscfy abbut h^^ 
leg^^-'Mid a dwk red-ccdoorederavaf. He s^^<&^ 
edtobeamanofflSiout fifty years of age/ arid' 
when he toc& off his hiit fo cool himself^ the %#^ 
httAi hairs whifeh escaf^ fiom below a mritS^ 
striped night-cap on the top of his cranium, wer^ ^ 
evidently of the same dass with those of ike 
Ghoist in flamlet^the << sable sUvered;' As to 
his face, its language was the peifection of self- ' 
important nonchalance. A bitter grin of settled 
scepticism sieemed to be planted from hia nostiil 
otr elthc^ side, down almost to the pealc of his 
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Um$ uMhom chin-^-his eye-browt weie scanty 
mtd 9ef$ggy, but drawn together m a cyraeal 
affrt o£ knot— «id altogether theperionage gaT« 
«»e the idea of a great deal of glmn shrewd- 
iM«i in a small way — ^I should have mention- 
ed that he had a green apron (the symbol of 
his trwft^,) wrapped s^ut his middle beneaHi 
h|i VLffer garment— and that he held a number 
of the Edinburgh Review, twisted hard in his 
left hand. <' This is a hot day, friend," said X 
willing to enter a little into conversation. The 
f^^Uow's features involuntarily relaxed themsehrea 
a little on the greeting, and he answered very 
civiltyji ^ Middling warm, slr*~Ye'll hiive been 
taking a walk ?".— " I have," said I, ^' and I am 
glad I came this wKy, for I think the town locks 
better from where we are than anywhere else I 
have been/'*~'^ Ye'll be only a stranger, sir ?-^ 
Indeed, I might have kenn'd by your language 
y^ were fra, the south." *^ I only came to Glas« 
gow two days ago," said I. — ** Glasgow's a very 
grand ceety noo, sir — ^a very grand ceety— there's 
no the like o't in Scotland hooever. I have seen 
Mandiester in my time, but Glai^ow clean dings 
baith it and Edinburgh, and I believe it does 
most plaees-^—weVe a noble situation here, sk*-? 

VOL. III. o 
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ti pretty river, iiavigaWe quite up to the Bt^dOtlilei- 
kw, for sAo^s^ forig^, and gabbarts, ^d it ttigbf; 
be tna^ pftssable quite up to HatmHon^ but the 
fblk here ^n keen to keep it to theiiiselve!$<*^-att<l 
if« natural it should be dae/'r-** The W^af^ef w, 
ki general, very wet hereabbuU ?" said I, ** ymi 
have very seldom any sudi stretfeh of dry wefc- 
Uttet bs the present*'--^" Very seldom, «it} arid 
I think it may be dooted whether it is not lucky 
it is sae— the agnQulturist, no question, is Against 
the lang iveets, but ike eommercial int^irest is 
uppermost liere, sk; and what wad come of the 
Monkland Canal, think ye, if we had iiot a peiv 
petual drizfcle to keep the springs running ? , 
There's reason for a* thing, sir— if folk could see 
j\r — ** Is that the last number of the Review^ 
friend?" said I, ** has it just come out r-^" It 
is the last i^umbet-, sir, but it is not jbst come 
odt — I ken not how it is, but altho' I've gane 
every other morning to the leebrary, I've nevfer 
been ^ble to get a hcmd o't till yestreen— and 
noo that I have gotten it^— I think not that 
muckle o't — it's very drieghr — " Uriegh^ said 
I, " I am sorry I don't just understand you— 
whiit's the meantng of the word, frteiid, if you 
please?— I ?im birt a new corner, and don't yet un- 
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de£i^ud tb0 SicQt« quite so well ^ I joqulid wish.'' 
-H" Troth)" cried the fdlow, with awo^rtgr^^iwB^ 
s(nile> " itl$ wae wojider after a' ye shuid ifiot tak- 
me lip — ane'&sae muckle in the habit qf ^oqyerT 
sing with pe;ople th«»t knows nathipg but $(^tSf 
that aoe really forgets what ane says when ane 
meets with, a stranger. JOriegh, y« see, means 
just a kind.x)' mixture of dryness -and dreariness, 
like a laiig xoad atween twa brick walls or sae^r-* 
the Heview's s^irly fallen off— -but thej'^ say Jef- 
frey's sae muckle ta en up with the law that he 
has little time for thae things by what he ysed 
to havct— rand Horner, he's gane — ^he w£^s a fine 
lad — ^w^el worth the hail bang o' them — his rer 
pojrt on the bullion always seemed to me to be 
^ jnaisterly performance. But we have aye Har- 
ry Brougham — and, under correction, we hav^ 
Sir Francis Burdett, sir, which is better stilly 
Jie's the puir man's friendr-rl would to God that 
jchap war Avhare he suld be."-r-" Sir Francis," sai4 
I,, " !§ certainly a very elegant speaker — and, I 
believe, a v^ry well-meaning gentleman — but 
where would you have him ?" — " At the head, 
sir-^at the head and the helm — there's no salva- 
tion for. Britain unless Burdett get his way^r- 
therell sooa be a dooncome wi' some folk — a»d 
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that wuU be seen,** — ** Are the weavers hese^ 
ahouts discontented with the present state of 
fMngs in general ?** said I ; •* or are you singular 
in your opinions about political matters? — I 
have heard a great deal of the men of your pro^ 
fession in this neighbourhood — and I see I have 
not been misinformed. Some years ago^ several 
Glasgow and Paisley weavers were examined 
before the House of Commons^ and they got 
great credit for the appearailce they made/*— 
*' Troth,** replied my fnend, " there's no question 
the maist feck o' us are a little ill-pleased witii 
the gate things are ganging — ^but as you say, sir, 
the operatives here are a tolerably well-inform^ 
ed class — ^we tak a philosophical view of what's 
gaun on — ^but we have nane of your rampaging 
Luddite gowks hereawa. Na, na — we had a braw 
lesson in the ninety-three, and it will no be for- 
gotten in a hurry — let me tell you that, sir. We 
have an auld Scotch saying — the burnt bairn 
dreads the fire. But, as Dauvid Hume says, 
honest man, — there's no resisting the general 
progress of opinion. The march of intellect wiU 
carry a' before it, sir. But I'm very sorry to see 
the Review fallen away ; it was a great waipon 
ance, and it is a sair pity to see the edge aff/' 
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^ Works of that kind/Vsaid I, « are subject to 
lips and downs, as well as ministries and go* 
vemments — the Review might easily be revi- 
ved surely— there is no want of ability in Scot* 
land" « We're muckle beholden to you, Vm 
sure," said he, with another still sweeter smile-^ 
** I believe it is pretty weel acknowledged noo 
that this is the country for abeelity ; and yet I 
suppose it is no sae muckle ony natural superi«' 
ority on oor part, but just oor education that liftt 
us so much above our neighbours. I know what 
the state of the English nation is mysell— >-I one? 
wrought the most of twa years with M'TaflSe 
and Company, in Manchester." " You have all 
the advantage," said I, " of being taught to read 
and write — that is a great blessing, for which 
you are obliged to your Kirk-** '* Ye have men* 
tioned the greatest of oor obligations to it with 
which I am acquanted — it wad be weel, in my 
mind, if Parochial Schools were a' the kirk esta- 
blishment in Scotland. •* You are a Dissenter, 
I suppose?" said L — " No, truly," was his answer 
— " there would be few Seceders, if a' body oared 
as little about tbae things as I do. But the world 
will become enlightened bit by bit. Pauvid 
Hume has weel remarked, that there is no re- 
sisting the silent progress of opinion. Wliat 



Digitized by 



Google 



814 PHILOSOPHICAL WEaVEU. 

think yoU, sir, of the doctrine of the perfectibi- 
lity of the species T " In tnith, frientl,'* said T, 
*• that is a point on which I have not yet beeii 
"skAe to come to any very determinate opinion ; 
but I think you said you did not belong to ^xvf 
tjf the dissenting bodies he*re. Vou go to t^h ureb, 
then, I suppose, in spite of any of your little ob- 
jefctions to the establishment;' ** Objections j 
-^Lord bless you, sir, I have nae objections tt> 
the chutch ; in the present state of things, I'tal 
persuaded the kirk is as good as any thing that 
^uld be put in its place — and Vta far from being 
elear that it would do to want sdme rdigioifs 
esftabli^itnent for some time to -come yet— H 
podr Thomas Ptfitie had been Spared — ^but p«- 
baps«— ^^(taking htimself up) — perhaps ye miy 
be of anoUier Way of thinking ; I wish to sa^ 
nothing Unceevil," added he, with a most cotide- 
^dertdRng grin, — *• I hope I &hall always respeiJt 
the prejudices of my fellow-citizens— *bey arfe 
hot to be trifled with, however eitoneous.^-*^ 
'** My good friend,** smd 1, "do not put yo\itsdlf 
*in*6 atiy alarm ; I assure you my feelings are in 
fib danger. I am to s^uppose that you don^t 
'ffiieSce ft preictioe of goftng to clnircfa. Does net 
th^ft Itpp^r singular In this part of tlie country, 
ihd''gi^»fe lilfeWe to tte tftigdrity ?*• ^ Tfott/* 
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tiftid he, ^HQte& you the pbin faet, I wou!4 tiofe 
b^ so very holding itbout the mi^ity oot qI 
door9r-Tbat £^ per3oa of ^ liberri torn in my line 
of Uffs^ ^n»ot alwiys be quite sure of p^^ce 
bilm owti house tmd home. The irome*, s^ya 
Hume, W^re nlways the diief friends of everjf 
^up^^itibu, and fo I &id it «ir» and that io 
my' own farailyp I've an aiUd rftither, $ir, a 
guid body too, in her way, that keeps me in 
peifeet hett water. I cannoi^ bring in Sandy 
gpfteuU, and Jaj&iie Jamieson, and one or two 
more friends^ to talk over a: fiw¥> fhHwqplmd 
tc^ics on a Sabbath at e*en;-^ut we're wor? 
xijed^'^-^^elean w<M3ied--^with the auld wife's herr 
gin about infiddity md mMng-^mA m Ukff 
*^wby^ it's only Martinmia was a year, that 
wJ^en I was readis^ ^ passage from the JUr 
y|yew, she gruppit the hook fairly oofc of v^y 
bond* ftnd had it al the back o' th? eo$l^ and m 
P'iow* before ye could say Jtck BobtoioiH-f 
but J beiw? wiiii a' that^fts forthe bahrns, I ^d 
it ab«o]Ait^y neeessary to «llo*r her to Uk fc^ 
fkm way wi*^ Item. Puir things, tb^'U get %ght 
IB time,**^^'* I think yoa motioned th«k yo» 
get diie £diobuf gh Eeview fboiii a puMk^libiVi^ 
ry," said J^ '^ pray what isert of a UbKwy^ ifc-^ 
and how are these things managed amon|^ yaii 
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tmttr^'^Ob^ntt in m soMdl waj; 
mmdlt$ our mmis--4iiit we httvea^^retty eMat%*6 
^mtmmarVbnrynoo — wcfiei^eontbeiiicreflse' 
-4^evcn in ilie want times of af we nevar woidd^; 
hear of paiting wifiiour bckte— we kive DBvidi^ 
Hume^s Ecnys, and several vohinMs of hn liisi^ j 
ton e s w e have Adm Snntli— «id LdeiaBr iki 
llie Human Undetstanding— and Vottaice*s N«Kt 
Ts b " an d Lwd Laudeidole's Ijiquiry«-*^<«atidlili»/ 
neatm^ of Hope— 4ind Tarniahill's Poena^ t 
the Queen's. Wake.-^aid Strotiieni land BdVut 
Bums, thafs worth a' the poets that. evBrtiuidi 
fhe trsde^ in my humble niind^«-4u^ we'kmi^ 
very nesily a complete copy of the^ Smgndn^/ 
psfMJia lihd we hare the Edinburgh BmriMr/ 
fium the Tery beginnmg bound up, sfi hdt'>tiblBf 
three hist numbers^-Httid,'' added he^ wddi^ 1h«) 
nii(»^^ we have twa copies of tike Age of* SsM^^ 
am-*Hmd * ^y whem odib and ^ds bsfuds^ 
that w^ would not finn have my body sei^ 1^ 
0(tt8eUs--N4>ut I'm suve^ sir, an^inteUlgettt stiaiii> 
ger like you might see our pufa* edldction, if you^ 
would do us the €ivour to look at it''^— ^ I aW' 
<imy tpuch your debtor,** said i-^^^attdhstveyoii^ 
m meetings of a regidarkii^ todSseuss the sub^ 
joite ^;jdl ymuJ rea«Hg?^*^« Why^^3W,'' V 
said ; *' we are {MVtty regubur in the winter time 
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fiHur QC:fiv« of US) and have a qukiinadctdvfiiig ; 
B^aAmm time at auld Jodc Blair!8 — him that was 
ilk) trouUe lang widi TUomas Mtiir--^4ie kdeps a ] 
puhlic ihefe noa? 

cl wbtild gladly have jprdlonged the oonvefWi>: 

tloh a little farther, but I he^rd the hour ai' 

wAfich f was engaged sounded deep and bellow 

from the huge dock of the Cathedral, to wiiidk 

^ <lftie.iniDor horologes of the city made ready 

rdiporae in tiidr various tcmes of shrillness and 

okiixioip*« I was therefore obliged to bid tiM^ 

weaker good bye-^-aiid to make the best of my 

way to my botd, and from thenee to.Mr--<*-^a. 

Wiutbjii sad picture is ha!e of the state of these 

coilc^ited ariBatures! Truly, I would hcqie this 

fivifaioit of sUperfidal ii^ddity may not- be fiur^ 

^mft going out altogether, now it has got sor 

"imrf low down ia the scale. After I had wiiHci^ 

ed a good ixiany paces towards the city, I looked 

back to tbe hmdti where I had been sittings land 

could scarcely^ contain my laughttf, when I saw 

tJbe disdple of David Hume sitting with fai9 

arms Mded solemnly upon his breast, drowned^ 

apparently* to the very edge of his greasy nights 
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cap, in wsae of the same pvofiMiiid meditations 
from vhich my intninon had for a little space 
withdrawn him. 



P, M. 
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LETTER LXX. 

it 



TO FERDINAND AUGUSTUS POTTS, ESQ- 
Clarendon Moid, BoHd-Street. 

It was with great sorrWi i assure you, my 
dear Potts, ttiat I found by your la^t letter that 
you are again laid up with ar^ ^tt;ack of your ohl 
iomplamt From your description of th« jsymp 
temis, t apprehend no danger^ bu)t still you jean^ 
fiot be too cautious, and t ireconuaqeBd ymi. to 
t^e pftr^culw care of ydUt«etf &>t a oumth or 
two ^t least I wish to €}od I %fid ydii utider my 
hands. I am quite sure I k^low your oonstltii^ 
Item better, and t^uld <*ure you sooner than any 
t)tfeer praofitioner*— What 4s«*ven Mr CHne, widi 
tdl his getlius, to me, thi^t bafve known yo>U ermer 
•since y6u had the measfei ? . 

' ■ ■ I 1^* Experto ertde Roberto/' 
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The truth is, my good lad, that, after all, you have 
need of very little beyond what nature puts in 
your own power — but, my dear Potts, do take 
good care of yoursdf, I beg of you. Do not pro- 
ceed in the old courses, my good fellow, — do 
not drink such enormous quantities of Vauxhall 
punch at night, nor smoke so many segars at the 
Cyder Cellar, nor guzzle so much Burton ale at 
that house in Henrietta Street, nor make a point 
of swallowing as much flip as would swim a 
goose at the Shades, nor give such liberal orders 
for champagne at the Cheshire, nor discuss such 
a quantity of gin twist at the Blue Posts, and 
the One Tun, nor go so often to that vile alley 
that runs between King Street, and Pall Mall, 
nor sit so late at Roubel's. In a word, you must 
remember that the indiscretions of a day are 
sometimes paid for by the sufferings of yearsk 
Do now, turn over a new lea^ and I have no 
doubt that my physic and your own sobriety^ 
will soon make ,a man of you again. 

I am glad, however, to find that the argu- 
ments I employed in my former letter, to induce 
you to yiflit Scotland, have not wholly failed of 
their effect But you have been accustomed to 
move in so extended a circle of society, that you 
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seem rather dubious whether you could easily 
reconcile yourself to the more limited one, to 
which in this country you would necessarily be 
confined. You are clearly unwilling to curtail^ 
the sphere of your attractions frcmi ten thousand 
people to three hundred, and imagine that those 
blandishments which have procured you the cha- 
racter of a man of fashion at Almack's, would 
be utterly thrown away when displayed to a 
small set of female Sawneys in the Greorge Street 
Assembly Rooms of Edinburgh. Believe me 
there is more vanity than sound reason in this 
anticipated objection, as I shall veiy briefly de- 
monstrate. You remember, three years ago, 
how we walked the Gallery of the Louvre (theii 
in its glory) together, and expressed our admi- 
ration of the most striking beauties which there 
fell under our observation. I say the mo^ strik- 
ing beauties, because it was only those which we 
had then either time or inclination to remark* 
We gazed with reverence on the mighty works 
of Raphael, Rubens, Domenichino, and Michael 
Angelo, because much of the excellence of these 
great artists is perhaps too glaring and promi- 
nent to be overlooked even by the most casual 
and ignorant observer. But how many of the 
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mout exquiflite mastedrpitees of art, of the most 
transcendent works of genius, did we pass over 
like «o much Vraste paper. How i. many 'fine 
Gttidos and Corregios, how many Claudes ^nd. 
Fousfiins did we gaze on, with as rnueb indif* 
fereme as we do the si^ of the Blue Boir in- 
Sleet. Street, or the Swan with two n^eks in 
Fetter lane?«*^pliintings, which with our eyes m^-^ 
daezled by so extensive and brilliant a coUeetion, 
w« eouM not chuse but have dwelt upon with 
admiration and delight A fine man, iriy deaSt 
Potts, is like. a fine picture. To be seen to ad- 
vantage, he should be seen alone ; at all evenfa^ he 
should nev^ ^ surrounded with rivals quite as 
beautiful and brilliant as himself. The centre 
diamond {and it's a very fine one) of your grand* 
mother's ring, whatever admrratioH It may at* 
iraet on your finger, would probably pass qiiite 
unnoticed if transferred to the necklace of Mrs 
Lrtwig. Wellesley. At present the yoimg ladies 
at the Opera and Almack's regard you with the 
most mortifyir^ spirit of indifF<n:ence. But oniy 
make your entr6 in the Edinburgh Theatre, and 
J will bet you two to one, either in fives, tens, 
pone^'S or hundreds, that the box in winch you 
are seated will form precisely the point to which 
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all the operekglasses of the Seottish spinsters inU 
be immediately -dkdeted. 

Anolh^ piece of Jcdviae whidEi I haye ofteii 
given you before, but wMcli I cannot help once 
mare earnestly nep^ting, is-'^-to get fHorrkd. 
It was ^Q very well to laugh at these tiiiii^ as 
we used to do some ten or fifteen years ago; but 
we are all getting on, Potts, and depend upon it, 
if you allow other ten years to slip over you* 
single blessedness, you will not find it so very 
easy a matter to noose yourself to advantage. 
The truth is, I have a fide buxom widow <and> 
without flattery^ you are just the man fbr a 
widow) in my eye for you. She is just itbotti 
your own age, with a fine languishing pate oi^ 
black eyes, and a fortune of thirty thousand 
]^unds, besides a large sugar plantation in Tri^ 
nidad. Her husband only survived the honey- 
iXKMm about a fortnight ; — she was a most incon* 
liolafole widow fdr many months, and still conti^ 
hues to wear weeds for the " dear defunct." 1 
have often heard you say you liked a high-spirit- 
ed woman, and express much contempt for those 
" dull domestic drudges,'* as you call them, who 
hre contented to sit pacifically at home, making 
puddings or darning stockings for theit hws- 
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hmdc I aasiire yoo, you diall hare w>. radi 
complaiiit to charge on Mrs F-«-*-^, who, thoilgjh 
I haye no doubt, with such a husband, she will 
hare too much good sense to att^npt to wear 
Ae bpecche^ yet is altogether too w^ infi>fme4 
of her rights hot to stick up for her awn. The 
mode of my becoming acquainted with her is too 
^tiguhir to be passed oyer in silence* Whensit- 
iing quietly at breaikfast, with my friend Mr 
W-r-<^, Kt th<? Hotel, we were suddenly idaruK. 
9d with the most dreadful outcries &om a nd§^ 
]lK>uriiig house. On running out to ascertain 
tfa^ir OTigin, we found them to {woceed fiom 
Mrs F<-^*T-^, trho it appeared had ln*ok^n her leg 
))y «u pvar-exertion in the act of kicking an.ioK 
piident footman down stairs. I iipmediately 
made an offer of my professional skill, whii& 
was thankfully accepted, and thus had maoy ^p-. 
pertunities of improving my aoqu^ntanoe with 
the ag^reeable widow* With such a :fine high 
temper as she has, I should be almost afraid to 
recommend her to any friend but you for a wife. 
But you are not a man to be henpecked, and I 
have no doubt will soon accustom her to the faitj 
and^ut her in proper training* If you mean to 
run' for the plate, you must start immedia4»|ly~» 
no time to be lost. Verbum sapientL 

11 
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^l»i^t«*i as yeu ituijr obsetv^ bf thedafe, (if 
tl*|^?48 tone) is written fifctaj th^ Bu^k's-he^ 
l^f^i^hsgbitiwekpi^^^ I beg kaT« 

ti^ i'i^dtiiiiic^ to ]^buf {)fttft>nage,'5b^^ yott^ 
el^^it^tbl^ cit^. ' hh^n to tbixik b^r ftilend 
^l&iu^s ii»»dei0f dioqsing li hotel is inot* ia> bad 

wl%b^ and dimeOskMis of tbe dificreitt>ii€et4 
\^11 judgl^g^ thaft the landlord who ^hiUts ikf^ ' 
mOKt unquestionable marks of gdod living in bis 
o^«^ person, is the liiostlik^y toii[fiBb(rdittQ:biil 
g«iefits<i On thhspriQi^^of ohoice, Iappri^c»d 
ti»J)iiek'ftTh«9d<is, entijded ito a f^ef&tepfsB x^mt \ 
rxfi^ ^houi^s of mitertiitiiimilt »m the kingdooi^ 
Tfa^ piSetE^se weight j of Mrs Jiuodwe&vthe Jandf . 
ia(iy; I^eextainly do not pitrfe«tod)to know, and 
cek^ainiyb^eTeit ta.be jsimetfatng tiiat 

of<^€r:I>Qrb8iaQ Qx. But thejsiis0^ai)d?9otfcmyiit|r 
of^faer pearsdn-so. ^t^ly fl^Koeed the uwal tUntoei)^ 
fsam\& of the buntan iframe, : that were:;tbey sub^ > 
jcctdi to>tbat rule jof arithmetics .entitled^ Meni^ 
emntiott lof JSkdids^ I am. vei^ nuvfe tb^sesidt 
wb^d be Bometfaing e^aordinary. Her joBity: 
and goodhumour, howeverii make h^ jm runlt 
vwsal favourite ; and I can bear witness that her 
inmates have no eauae to eompiain eitiier of bad 
VOL. in. p / 
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cheer or Watit of attention. I flatter inyself I 
iitarid pretty well in her good graces; and^ in 
iconsequence^ am frequently invited to eat a r#rf- 
herrmg in the hack parlour, and take a glass out 
of what she calls AiJ^* am io«&. The bottle con- 
tains not the worst stuff in the w«ld, I assure 
you. It is excellent Burgundy, and the red- 
herring Ccsnmonly turns out to be a superb diop 
en papillate. 

i Alte ! my dear Potts, what frail and incon- 
sistent creatures we are. Even I, who cominei- 
ced this letter with preaching temperance and 
sobriety, mil at this mdment labouring uhd« a 
most intolerable head-ache, from having last 
night bebff t6o copious in my libotibi^ The 
fact is, I dined yesterday with 6ne t^ the gi^t 
civic pb\^r$ of the city, and instead of {Sticking 
to my usual beverag;e, was fool enough to com- 
mute it for a treacherous and detestable liquor 
ealled Glasgow ptihdr. Although I had fre^ 
quehtly met with it, yet I had never been tempt- 
ed to:pai^ke of it before; and seduced by its 
eool and pleasant flavour, and quite ignomit of 
its ddeterrbus effects,. 

'' 0&!» I did quaff not vrM% imt loa w^W 
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fi^ the state of toy head and stomach this morn- 
ing can well testify. Amidst the agonies it occa- 
sionedi I could not help ruminating on. the 
kindness tod liberality with which Nature ac* 
Commodates her gifts to the wants of her diffe- 
I'ent children^ Not only has she bestowed a face 
of brdss on the lawyer, and a throat of brass on 
the mob drator ; but^ by the beard of Esculapius 
i — (Ireally cannot help swearing) — she must have 
given bowek Of brass to the Glasgow punch- 
^Iritikei'i On no dther principle can the enor* 
hioiiiSi quantities of punch, which the natives 
here swallow with impunity, be accounted for« 
For Godsake, Potts, profit by my experiencci 
and if you ever visit this city do not allow a 
drop of it to pass your throat. 9o will you es« 
cape those tomplidiated tortures which I am now 
Compelled to eAdure/ The penance under which 
I groan, is one of d totally new description — ^it 
iftrahts a hame eVen in my copious vocabulary of 
DeipnoSiopMsm. It does not in the least resem- 
ble the dry husky agonies with which the sins 
of the too profuse port-Wbber are visited in the 
lnoming<^still less does it claim any kindred 
with the mad delirious dizziness which follows 
the delightful excitation of mingled champagne^ 
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green tea, and Eau de Ganuse, in the Regentfs 
punch — no, nor yet has it any of the same fea- 
tures with the drunkenness of gin-twist and to- 
bacco, the leaden penance of the bowels of Myn- 
heer. It is a new species — Oh, never may it be 
naturalized in Cardigan ! — An intolerable, gri- 
ping, rending, shivering nausea within — cold feet 
and a burning brow — dim eyes — ^parched lips — 
and trembling fingers — (ecce signum f) — these 
are a few ct the consequences of the enlighten^ 
ed hospitality of Glasgow. Yet you see all this 
does not prevent me from thinking on your still 
more desolate condition*r^nd endeavouring, so 
far as my abifities permit, to contribute Mmer 
thing to beguile the tedium of your couch in the 
Clarendon. 

If you can only resist the fascinations c£ this 
poisonous liquor, (which, indeed, I admit to be 
very great,) there is no doubt you may spend a 
few weeks in Glasgow very pleasantly, when 
you make out your expedition to the North*- 
which, of a truth, I now expect you will do ere 
many months elapse. You will have to do with 
a sort of people quite as original as their liquor 
--^nd I am happy to say far more harmless, al- 
though, perhaps, not at first quite so fas^nating 
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as that is. You need not stand in the smallest np^ 
prehen^on of wearying or exhausting their kind* 
?ess. Every day you wUl receive at least half- 
a-dozen new invitations — and if you were to 
prolong your stay for a twelvemonth, I am per- 
suaded you would 'experience no sort of din]dnu- 
tion in the fervour of their hospitality. I ray- 
self, who have been here only for three or four 
days, can already daim acquaintance with some 
three or four dozen of the prime ones of the 
plaee. I am engaged — (in case I remain here 
longer than it is likely I shall)— to dinner amd 
supper every day for a month to come. The 
ladies share in the enthtisiasm^^^nd one — the 
very princess of the Bon-tm abiong these hour- 
geoises.'^gave a ball the other evening, prind- 
pally, as she gave me to uhd^stand, in honour 
of your humble servant. If such be their redep* 
tion of the plain Peter Morris, in his old lon^ 
backed brown coat and black silk breeche^*^ 
think what would be the zeal with which the 
same individuals would hail the appearance of 
the dashing Mr Foits—ihe Potts — as fine as the 
united skill of .!Blake-^Stulze*-^Bittddey — and 
Hoby can make him. 
I would give ten guineas^^poor as I am^-^o 
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see ycHi make your deliut in the Trongate of 
Glasgow, either on foot in the centre of the jwm?^ 
— or shaving its edge with the. glowing wheels 
of your tilbury. Ggod Heavens! what a stir 
you would create among the usual frequenters 
of that plebeian promenade ! What a treat it 
would b^ to see the chaotic fermentation of 
wonder, curiosity, admiration, and envy, in the 
countenances of the gazers ! What a dimness of 
eclipse the first emerging of your star would 
scatter over all the present luminaries of this 
nether horizon ! How vain would be their at- 
tempts ! How ineffectual their aspirations ! The 
whole Dandyism of this Northern Manchester 
would wither and crumble into nothing, before 
the brilliancy of the mirror of truth — ^the swing 
of the genuine beau ! 

I cannot say, however, that your triumph 
would be one on which you might have much 
cause to pique yourself — ^you never in your lif^ 
saw such an arrant set of spooney^preteiiders. In 
their gait, in the first place^--they bear no re- 
semblance to any other set of human beings I 
ever met with, and henceforth I am confident I 
shall recognize, by means of it, a Glasgow man 
quite as easily as I would a Chinese, in the city 
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of London. The fellows are, some of them, not 
ill made, and if drilled properly mi^bt ca( ^ to- 
lerable figure anywhere ; but it is imposdble to 
give you the least idea of the peculiar gesticula- 
tions of lith and limb, which skccompany them 
every step they take, and scatter defonnity oVck 
every part of their corporeal fabrics. They com- 
monly move at a round swinging trot, with 
their arms dallying to and fro. by their sides^i 
like thp eternal pendulums of an eightrday 
dock. Their legs ai^e extendi every step, so 
as to describe a circumference of a foot or two 
outwards, before they touch the ground, which 
they always dp by the heel in the first instance 
— .arising again from the lore-part of the foot with 
a kind of scrape a,nd jerk, that beggars all d^ 
sciiption for its absurdity. J could sometimes 
burst with laughter, w^ing in the rear of one 
of ^hem, and surveying a,t my leisure the fine 
phjy of inexpl^able contortions all oyer the rear 
of the moving mass^. iVniong them there are 
somie egregious. puppjLes ; The nbost egregious all 
seem to be infected with a mania for sp(»r(ing-pa-. 
repharnaha — ^wearing foxesf and taUy-hp jjuscrip- 
tions on their waistcoat buttpns — buckskin 
breeches and ^n^ip^-capa — ^glazed hats with na^** 
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row rims, &c* &c. with exactly the same feeU 
ings of propriety which dictate the miUtary 
swagger and costume of the men-milliners of the 
Palais B>oyal — ^their Polish mrtonts — ^their ckag^ 
seur pantalons^-'^tid their mousta^es a la Joor- 
ckim. 

Absurd, however, as is their appearance oi> 
the Mali, thdr appearance at the ball I men-^ 
tioned, was still more exquisitely and inimitably 
absurd. I have seen all kinds of daAces, &om a 
minuet at St James's to a harvest^home bumkin 
in the bam of Hafod — ^but I never sstw anythii^ 
that could match this Glasgow Assembly, I had 
dined that day very quietly, (comparatively 
speaking) and went quite in my senses ; but I 
don't believe there were half-a-dozen men in the 
room besides, that could be said to be wlttiin 
ten degrees of sobriety. The entree of every 
new comer was announced in the Salle des pre* 
sentaMonSy not more distinctly by the voice of 
the lacquey, than by the additional infusion of 
punch-steam into the composition of the atmost 
^here all around. And then how die eyes of 
the boobies rolled in their heads, as they stag^* 
gered up to the lady of the evening to make 
their counting-house bows ! Their dress was the 
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nefUm vUm (^dazrie, glitter, and tastelessness. 
Their neckcloths M^ere tied like sheets about 
Uieir clumsy cbins-^their coats hung frotn their 
backs as if they had been stolen from a window 
in Monmouth-Street— 'their beeches — or what' 
was more common, their trowsers^ — seemed to 
^ about their haunbhes with the gripe of a tortu^ 
ring machine — ^their chevelures were clustered.up 
on the tops of their heads like so many cauli- 
flowers, leaving the great lied ears flapping below 
in the whole naked horrors of thdbr hugeness. 
The ladies were as fine as the men— but many 
of them were really pretty creatures, and, but foe 
the influence of that masculine contamination 
to which they must be so grievously exposed, I 
doubt not some of tbem woald have been charm- 
ing women in ^very respect. A few seemed to 
present a striking contrast of modest loveliness 
to the manners of the multitude — ^but the gene^ 
ral impression produced by their appearance, 
tvas certainly very far from being a delicate one. 
The most remarkable of their peculiarities, is 
the loudness of their voices — or rather the free 
unrestrained use they make of them-^or I give 
you my honour, sitting round the table at sup- 
pcfr, I could hpar every word some of them ut- 
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tered, at the distance of thirty feet at least from- 
where I sat. What a scene of tumult was tMs 
supper! There was plenty of excellent wines 
and excellent dishes, but I really could not get 
time to attend to them with the least of my usual 
devotion. Here was one reaching his arm across 
the table^ and helping himself to something, with 
an accompaniment of jocular execration. There 
was miother bellowing for boiled cabbage and a 
glass of champagne, both ip the same breath. 
H^e was a young lady eating a wholeplate-fiill 
of hot veal cutlets, and talking between every 
mouthful as loud as a campaigner. There was 
an old fiit dowager screaming for a bottle of por- 
tcr--or .interchanging rough repartees with a 
hiccuping baillie at the opposite side of the ta- 
ble. What a rumpiis was here I What poking 
at pyes with their gigantic battlements of crust ! 
What sudden demolition of what pyramids of 
potatoes } What levelling of forests of celery t 
What wheeling of regiments of decanters? 
What a cannoQade of swipes I What a crash ci 
teeth } What a clatter of knives ! Old Babel musft 
have been a joke to this confusion of sounds ! . 
The dancing wad almost as novel a thing — ^I 
mean on the part of the gentlemen?-«>for I must 
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do the lacKes the justice to saj that they in ge« 
ner$l danced well, and that some of them danced 
quite exquisitely. The men seem to have no idea 
beyond the rudest conception of something like 
kee^nng time-— and a passion for kicking their 
legs about them, apparently dictated by the 
8ame kind of hilarity whidi would have prompt* 
ed tiiem elsewhere to shying of black beetles 
against the mantle-piece, or a choral ululati<Mi of 
** he!:e's to jolly Bacdius !'* or " variety is charm- 
ing." Yet some of the cattl&-«*^yes, some of the 
most <;lumsy of them all, l^ad the assurance to 
attempt a quadrille^-p^ dance which seems to 
have made still less progress here than in Edin« 
burgh, for it appeared to be hailed and applauds 
ed as a kind of wonder. The moment the set 
was formed, which took place in a smaller apart- 
ment, communicating with the great dancing* 
room, the whole of the company crowded to see 
it, and soon formed a complete serried phalanx 
of gazers all about the performers. Nay, sudb 
was the enthusiastic curiosity of some of the la^ 
dies in pa^rticular, that they did not scruple to 
get upon their feet on the benches and sofas all 
around the wall-^^^ivfrom which commanding situT 
ation there is no question they had a better ^poTT 

7 
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tunitj botli of seeing and beiug seta. At some of 
fhe pauses in the dance, tbe agility of the figu-^ 
rantes was rewarded, not with silent breathings 
of admiratioo — ^but with loud roars of hoarse de« 
light, and furious doping of hands and ifrum*^ 
ming of lieds all about — ^nor did these violeal 
raptures of approbation appear to give Ihe slight- 
est uneasiness to those in whose honour they 
were displayed. In short, my dear Fotts, the last 
^mmering twilight hour <^ die Lord MxyiX^ 
ball, when the dregs of eiiric fmery gesticulate^ 
as is their will and pleasnre, beneath the dying 
chanddiers in the Egyptian Hall — ^ev^n that 
horrible hour is nothing to the central and most 
ambitious display of this ^'at home" of Mrs r-.^^ 

It is needless tear me to jgive you any more 
particulars — ^You will ioomprehend at one glance 
what kind of scenes you would be intx^uced 
to, were you condesoending enough to vouohi- 
safe your presence for a week or two at the 
Buck'6-Head. You will oompehend what a 
sensation you would create both among the 
males and the females-r-wif^ what clear undis- 
puted i^upremacy you would shine the only lu^ 
minary in this their night of unknowingness. 
Should you not approve of my Edinburgh wi- 
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dow — you would only need to look arouhd you 
and drop the handkerchief to any one of the un- 
disposed of, of the Glasgow ladies. Beauties they 
have some — ^heiresses they have many. The 
lower cushion of the tilbury would be pressed 
in a twinkling by. any upon whom you mi^ht 
cast the g^noes g£ your approbation. I speak 
this the more boldly, because. I obdervi^d ikit 
the Glasgow fair treated one or two young 
heavy dragoons from Hamilton Barracks, who 
happened to be present at this ball, with a kind 
of attention quite superior to any thing they 
bestowed on their own indigenous Dandies. 
The most audacious coxcombry of the cits had 
no chance beside the more modest coxcombry of 
these Enniskillings. But, my dear fellow, what 
can the Enniskillings produce that could sustain 
a moment*s comparison with the untainted, un- 
professional, thorough-bred Bond-Street graces 
of a Potts ? Those true " Cupidinis arma," 

— ^- " quae tuto faeonina nuUa yidet**" 

I pledge myself, that in the ball-rooms of Edin- 
burgh, still more indisputedly and alone in those 
of Glasgow, your fascinations will be surfeited 
w;ith excess of homage. 
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^\ Nolla est que lomiiia, tanta, ttnta^ 

PoMeC lumiiiibiis mis tueri 

Non statim trepidaniqae, palpitansque," kc: 

If the old proverb hold true, veniunt a veg^ m^ 
gitta^ I promise you there would not be many 
whde hearts the morning dfter you had danced 
your first pds^seul <m the floor of the Glasgow 
AssemUy-rooms. 

Ever very truly your's, , 

P.M. 
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LETTER LXXI. 

TO THE BEV. DAVID WILLIAMS. 

The chief defect in the socii^ty of^ this place Is, 
tspecifically, pretty miich the same as in ^Vety 
provkidal town I have eVer visited} but I 
think it seems to be carried to a greater l^iigth 
here than any where else. This defeat Consists 
in nothing more than an extreme fondness fin: 
small jokes a6d nicknames— the wit of the place 
being almost entirely expended in these ingeni- 
ous kind» 6f paltrinesses ;«-*its object beings as 
it would appeal*, never to give pleasure to the 
present^ otherwise than by throwing impertinent 
stigmas on the absent. Almost every person of 
the least importance is talked of, in familiar con- 
versation^ not by his fiop&c name, but by some 
absurd designation, borrowed from some &ntas* 
tical view of his real, or imaginaiy peculiaritieg. 
It is really distressing to see how much counte- 
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nance this vulgar kind of practice receives, even 
from the best of those one meets with here ; but 
the most amusing part of the thing is, that each 
is aware of the existence of every nickname but 
his own, and rejoices in making use of it, little 
thinking that the moment his back is turned, he 
is himself subjected to the very same kind of 
treatment from those who have been joining in 
his laugh. 

Another favourite species of Glasgow wit, 
however, is exerciised in the presence of the in^ 
dividuals against whom it is levelled ; and it is 
not to be denied, that there is mtich more both 
of ingefnuity and of honesty in this species, t be- 
lieve I should rather say these are two such 
kkids of wit'^at least I have haaf d familiar use 
of two separate designations for their qulazing. 
I do not pret^d to h^ve analyssed the matter 
very dosely ; but, so fiur as I have be^i ableto 
comprehend it, the case stands &us t-— 

In every party at Glasgow, as soon as the 
pundEi has. levelled the slight barriers of civil ce^ 
remony which operate while the doth remains 
on th^ table, the principa} ansiusen(lel>t of the 
company cohfflsts in the wit of Boxoe practised 
pimstei*; who has been invited chiefly with an 
eye to this sort of exMbition, (from ]^hieh cir- 
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mk^diikf) ttnd who (as a fiddler begins to scrape 
hk string at the nod of his employer,) opens his' 
batt^y against some inoffensive butt on tibe op^ 
posite side of the taMe, on a signal^ express or 
implied^ from the master of the feast. I say^ 
mmepunater^iot ptinmng seems to be the abso* 
kite ^n^ qua turn of every Glasgow definitioii' 
of wit; in whatever way, or on whiatever sub- 
ject the wit is exerted, it is pretty wre to dothe 
itself in a garniture of more oi* less successful ea-r 
kmbomrgs ; and some of the practitioners,: I mufl^ 
admit, display v^ry singular skill in their ho-^ 
nburable vocation, ■ ' ." 

There are two ways, as. I have hinted/ ift 
which the punning Side^diik m$y pafdrm thcf 
office in behalf of which he has been invited tor 
partake of the less^ofifensive good things that arer 
going on the occasion; and for each <^ thesie 
ways there exists an appropriate and expressive 
term in the jocular vocabulary of the place, Th0 
first is Gigging; it signifies, as its name may 
kad you to suspect, nothing more than thct 
thrusting of absurdities, wholesale and retail^ 
down the throat of some too^credulotts gaper*- 
Whether the Oag come in the shape of sr oosm 
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jdltnent to liie Groggte, 9oihe. egregious piece 
of butter, which would at once be rejected by. 
any mouth more sensitive than that for whose. 
welMchown swallow it is intended, — or some: 
wonderful story, gravely delivered with eviery 
drcumstance of apparent seriousness, but eyi-. 
dently involving some sheer impossibility in the 
eyes of air but the obtuse individual who is 
made to suck it in with the eagerness of a starved 
weanling, — or, in whatever other way the Gag', 
may be disguised, the principle of the joke is the 
same in its essence ; and the solemn triumph. o£ 
the Gaggei', and the grim applause of the .silent, 
witnesses of his dexterity, are alike visible in: 
iheir sjJarkling eyes. A few individuals, partieu- 
faorly sKilled in this elegant exercise, have erected 
themselves mto a club, the sole object of whidi is 
its more sedulous and constant cultivation. Thisr 
chib takes the name of '' the Gagg College," aiid I 
am soiry to tell you some of the very first nien 

in the town (-* — •- -. ^ I am told is one) haver 

trot disdained to be matriculated in its paltry M- 
buta.< The seat of this enlightened University is 
in in obscure tavern or oyster-house ; and here 
itseminafit professors may always be found at 
tfaeaippointed hours, engaged in communicating 
their precious lore to a set of willing^ disdyiett^ ; 
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6F sharpening their wits in more secret conclave 
imiong themselves-^--sparring as it were in their 
gloves — ^giving blows to each other mbre inno- 
eetit^ ho doubt, than those which are reserved 
for the iininitiatedi 

The second species is called Trotting— hiSt 1 
imve hot learned that any peculiar institution 
had been entirely set apart for its honour and ad* 
Tanoehieht. It is cultivated, however, with etoi- 
hent industry at all the common clubsof the place,' 
[Such as the Banditti f theDirty-Shirt,the Whdt-you^ 
fiease, <|c. ^e.^ The idea to whidi its name point ^^ 
(although somewhat obscurely perhaps, you will 
think) is that picturesque exhibition of the pe^ 
euliar properties of a horsey which occurs when 
the unfortunate individual of that rac6 abcmt ttf 
be sold, is made to trot hard upon the rough 
stones of a Mews-lane, kiddng up and shewing 
his paces b^ore the intending purchaser, in pre^ 
seiice of a grinning drde of Sagacious gtiDoms^ 
jockeys, and black-legs. Yoii have seien such istn 
exhibition. You have seen the agtot erf* the prcM 
jftdetor seize the noble Houyhnmh by the white 
string f^tehed to his martingale^ and urging him 
by hand and voice^ to sftretch hi&nerves and ihus*' 
cles to the cracking pomt-vK^perihg andflmg* 
ing doif g afs if the devil or, the ginger were ift 
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Mm, till smaek he comes against the briek wall 
^t the end of the lane* where he is dnwn suddei^y 
up^^ls four extremities with difficulty collect- 
ing themselves so as to keep him upright upoi^ 
the smooth round glossy knobs of gmnite, over 
which they have been mofvmg with so much agi- 
Kty. You have seen the poor creature turn^ 
right about afta* the first trot^^and compeUedj^ 
invita Mmerva, to a second no less brisk and galr 
Ung-^to a third'^and to a fourth — ^while all the 
time the eyes of those ccmcerned are fixed with 
Argus-like pertinacity on every quiver of his 
haunches^ You have observed, above all, the au! 
of pride and satisfaction, with which the generous 
animal sometimes goes through the trial — ^nuf« 
fing up the air with his nostrils — ^heaving his 
maHe-^'-and lashing the wind with his tail-~aiid 
throwing superfli|ous vigour into all the li^« 
ments of his fi*ame at every step he takes — ^liUle 
knowing tot what mean purposcss the exhibition 
k i|itended<<— rejoicing with an innocent glee in 
the very acm^ and agony of his degradation^ 
' Even such is the o(»idition of the poor Glas^ 
gbw Trottee, upon whom some glorious master 
(df the whip fastens his eye of crudty, and hii 
I^nd of guidance. He begini^ perhapti, with a 
alight and ipareless assent to some unimportant 
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temsLrk, or a moderate reBpo&se bf Imigbtei' t^. 
9ome faint feeble joke, uttered by the devotecl 
victim of his art* By degrees the assent beoomefl^ 
warmer, and the laughter louder.-.i«tilI at Icingtli 
the good simple man begind to think himself ilyft 
surely either a wise man or a wit, as the case dafty 
be. It is not easy to say in which Cftse the di«» 
version afforded may be the most exquisitely de-, 
lightful-^whether itis fnost pleasing to see a dull 
man plunging on from depth to depth pf grave 
drivelling, and finding in the lowest depth a 
lower still — flaying down the law at last with the 
very pomp of a Lycurgus, on subjects of which 
be knows not, nor is ever likely to know,.anyt 
thing— ^his stupid features, with eveiy new dic^ 
tum of his newly-discovered omniscienee, assum^ 
ing some new addition of imposing solemnity--^ 
his fwehead gathering wrinkles, and his eye wi- 
dening in its lack-lustre glimmer as he goes on, 
«^it is not easy, I say, to decide whether this ex* 
hibition ti£ gravity be more or less deligjhitful, 
than that of the more frisky and frolicksome 
Trottee, who is, for the firist time in his life, made 
to imagine himself a wit, and sets about astottnd^ 
ingtho^e who gaze upon him by a continoaUy in- 
leasing nimbleness, and alacrity of inept levities 
*rrpcfintles$ punft— andJedgdess fe^p^aMiiis-^**;;^^ 
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ielf an the while dying with laughtet at the coA-^ 
ceptibns of his own wonder-working fancy— firsf 
and loudest in the cachipnation which is at once 
the reward and punishment of his folly. I tnust' 
owii that the evil principle was strong enough 
within me to make me witness the first two or 
three exhibitions of thi$ sort of festivity with not 
a little satisfaction — I smiled, instigante plane 
Diaboh, and not having the fear of the like before 
my eyes. On an after occasion, however, one of 
the most formidable of the practitioners thought 
fit to attempt making Dr Morris his butt, and I 
fcelieve he did absolutely succeed in trotting me 
a few yards to and fro on the subject of the shan- 
drydan. But I perceived what was going for- 
ward in good time, and watching ray opportuni- 
ty, transferred with infinite dexterity the bit from 
my own mouth to that of my trotter — ^aye, and 
n^ade him grind it till I believe his gums were 
raw. I had the good sense, however, to perceive 
the danger of the practice in spite of my owti 
successful debut, and, God willing, from this mo- 
ment, hope never to fill the roll either of Trotter 
or Trottee. 

The ideas you will form of the style of society^ 
which prevails in this place, from these little data, 
cannot indeed l)e very high ones. Beware, how- 
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eycsr, pf supposing that to faults of so detestable 
a iiature^ there are no exceptions. I have already 
5[iet; with many — ^very many— -well-bred gentle* 
men in Glasgow^ who neither trot nor are iratt^ 
^T?-who never were so stupid as to utter a pun— 
nor so malicious as to invent or echo a nick-name. 
It is true, indeed^ that they are the nigro simU- 
lifni cygno of the place; but their rarity only 
rend^s them the more admirable, and the less 
deserving of being crowded into the list of evil- 
doers, with whom they are continually sur^ 
grounded. 
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• ♦ 


'« 





After all, I am inclined to think that the man- 
ners of mercantile men are by no means so dis-^ 
agreeable as those of men engaged in most other 
active professions. In the manners of Glasgow, 
it is true, there is a sad uniformity of mercantile 
peculiarities — ^but how could this be otherwise in 
a town where no nobility resides, and where there 
is no profession that brings the aristocracy of ta- 
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}(^ jpdtich into view ? In such a town, it is Ob- 
vious there must be a nliserabk defect in the 
mec^ataism of society^ froiii there being hothingf 
tt> counteract the overbearing infiu^ice of mere 
kealth» or to preserve the remembrance of any 
bther species of distinction. In a society where 
individuals claim impcatance on many different 
grounds, there must of course be produced an 
exteiision of thought, corresponding to the di£> 
ferent elemoits which these individuals contii* 
bute to the general mass. But here, no doubt, 
die cup below is a dead one, and the one gilded 
drop floats alone and lazily upon the heavy sup- 
&ce. 

^ Yet taking matters as they are, perhaps the in- 
dUeiK^ of the mercantile profession, although bad 
enough when thus exclusively predominant, is 
4iot in itself one of the worst If this profession 
>does not necessarily tend to refine or enlighten 
human nature, it at least does not distort it into 
.any of those pedantries connected with profes- 
sions, which turn altogether upon the successful 
exercises of a single talent. The nature of the 
merchant is left almost entirely free, and he may 
enter into any range of feelings he pleases-^but 
it is true he commonly saves himself the trouble 
of doing so, and feels only for Kuhber Qni:« : 
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In Glasgow, however, it woidd seem that ttii 
meraahtae body is graced with a very large Jiufttf 
ber of individuals, who are distinguished by^n 
very uncommon measure of liberalily of ^piriti 
They are quite unwearied in their private and 
public charities ; and. although not miidi tinged 
with litenory or philosophical enthusiasm in theix 
own persons, they appreciate the value of higheir 
cultivation to the community at large, and are 
on all occasions willing to contribute in the most 
laudable manner, to promoting, sustaining, ot 
erecting institutions friendly to the cause of such 
<ailtiyation. Two institutions of this nature bav^e 
of late owed their being to this fine spirit of the 
Glasgow nierdhants, and I should hope they may 
long flourish, to reflect lasting honour on the 
names of their founders. I allude to the Astro- 
nomical Observatory— ra very pretty building 
magnificently furnished with all manner of in- 
struments — and the New Botanic Garden, which 
is already of great extent, and which promises, 
I think, to be of amazing value. Both of these 
have been founded by private subscription 
^among the leading members of the mercantile 
body in this thriving city— r^and the last men- 
tioned is in the way of receiving continual aug- 
mentations to its riches from the kindred ai- 
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ASbsinsm of liberality which exists among thosi9 
yofung men connected with the place, of whcHa 
io many hundreds are scattered over every re-^ . 
gion of the world. The productions of distant 
dimates are forwarded on every opportunity by 
these young persons to this rising garden in their 
native dty ; each, no doubt, deriving a generous 
pleasure in his exile, from the idea that he is thus 
oontributing to the ornament of the place, with 
the localities of which his earliest and best recol- 
lections are connected, 

- But a few of the members of this profession, 
with whom I have become acquainted since my 
arrival here — are really men of a very superior 
dass in every point of view — and might, I take it, 
be presented, without the least alarm for their 
credit, in any European society, in which it has 
ever been my chance to move. These are com- 
monly persons descended from some of the old 
mercantile families of the place — ^who, although 
they pursue the calling of then: fathers — (and in- 
deed to desert such a calling would, in their case, 
be pretty much the same sort of thing with gi- 
ving up a fine hereditary landed estate) — ^yet en- 
joyed, in their early years, by means of the an- 
dent wealth of their houses, every facility of li- 
beral education such as their native city could 
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aflKjrd— md who in not a few instances, moredveri 
havd received many additional means of improve-^ 
mentfrom that foreign tzavel^inwhidiagreatpart 
of their after, and more strictly professional edu-* 
cation consisted. These men busy themselves 
ill the mornings with their concerns in the towa; 
but in the evenings, they commonly retire to the 
beautiful villas which they have in the neigh-' 
bouriiood — and with the abundance of which, 
indeed, the whole face of the country round 
about Glasgow, in every direction, is adorned 
and enriched* Here they enjoy as much, per- 
hapsj of elegant leisure and domestic enjoyment; 
as falls to the lot of any other class of British 
subjects. The collisions in which they are con^ 
fttantly engaged with each other, and with the 
world, are sufficient to prevent them from acquis 
ring any narrow and domineering ideas of se* 
questrated self-importance, while, on the other 
'hand, the quiet and graceful method of their 
lives at home, softens and refines their minds 
from the too-exdusive asperities of struggling 
self-interest, and the confiictions of the baser 
passions* 1 question whether our island can 
boast of a set of men more truly honourable to 
her character — more admirable both in regard 
t6 their principles and their feelings— niare un^ 
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Affectedly amiable at home, or more courta3Uft^ 
in their demeanour abroad, than some of those, 
the eiite of the merchant-house of Glasgow, at 
whose hospitable m.an$icHi$, during the later days 
of my stay in this neighbourhood, I have spent 
so. many delightful hours. By degrees, it often 
happens, these gentlemen abstract themselves 
^together from business, handing it over, I sup- 
pose, .to some of their sons or relations. They 
purchase land, and then take their place in the 
great body of British gentry, with, for aught I 
see, as much propriety, as any that elevate thein- 
selves to that most enviable of all human emu 
ditions, from any of those professions whichi 
think themselves too exclusively entitled to the 
appellation of liberal. After becoming acquain t» 
ed with some of these enlightened and amiable 
individuals, and seeing the fine. elegant way in 
Ifrhich the quiet evenings of their days and of 
their lives are spent, I could not help recollect- 
ing, with some little wonder, tlie terms of unmi-^: 
tigated derision in which I had heard the law* 
yers of Edinburgh 'speak concerning " the peo- 
ple of Glasgow." Truly, I think sudbi language 
is well becoming in the lips of your porers over 
titl^-deeds— yow fustianrskeyed writers — ^your 
dri^<^ng siderb^ juriscpn^ults* .1 diould like 
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ta know in what respect the habitual ocdupiU 
tions of these men are more likely to &v6ur the 
Culture of the general mind^ .than thbsei of the 
great merchant, who sends his ships to every re- 
gion of the habitable world, and recdves them* 
back loaded with its riches ; or the great manu^ 
fiusturer, who subdues the elements to his pur- 
pose> and by his speculations at cmce encourages^ 
the progress, and extends the fame of tboise artsf 
and sciences, in which not a little of the truest 
glory of his country consists. 

The respectable families of this place have id 
boasts moreover, of having produced not a feii^ 
individuals, who, abandoning the profesdoh of 
their fathers, have devoted themselves to other 
pursuits^ and achieved things that darinot fail to 
reflect honour both upon them and the City of 
their habitation. Such was that' gentle and de- 
lightful poet, James Grahame, the author of the 
Sabbath, who died only si felv yeats ago in the 
midst of his family here, and oveif \^Iioseof^' 
mains^ a modest and affecting inscHptioii is pla- 
ced in the dioir of the Cathedral. I have be^ 
gratified more than once during nf;^ sojourn in 
Glasgow, with hearing the terms of deep and 
tender afiPectioh in which the memory of this 
good man is spoken of by (lKM»e^whode adnka^' 
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tioaTVxf iiis'tiiitd and solemn geniu^t hsls been 
warned and enriched into a yet nobleir' kind of 
entiitisiasin, by their experience of his personal 
viit;nes — ^thieir own intimate knowledge of that 
fine heart|,fk)m which so many of his ihspirlttkyM 
appear to have been derived, and with the per- 
vading* charm of which, each and all of his most 
beautiful inspirations appear to have been sanc-^ 
tified. It is, indeed, a precious pleasure Which 
one receiveis in contemplating the sober endeaf- 
ing influences which survive the death of such ^ 
mail, in the place where he was best known. 
This is the true embalming — such are the men 
who scarcely need the splendours of genius iot 
preserve their memories — who may 



• trust 



The lingering gleam of their departed live»,- > 

To oral records and the silent heart.- 

, The author of the Isle of Palms, and the City' 
of i the Plague (whose exquisite Lines on the 
Death of James Grahame, are engraved on ther 
memory of not a few here, and elsewhere,) is 
himself also a native of this place, and connect-^ 
ed by blood with many of the most respect- 
able families of this vicinity. I mentioned this 
gentleman more thaa otice to you in my let^ 
ters %fymxk jg^nibinq^, and - am ^ad that: yoit 
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were pledsed with my account of bis eloquence. 
The truth is, that I do not think justice is at 
all done in general to his genius — ^it is eyery-. 
wha'e, indeed, admitted to be beautiful and ya^ 
nous; but I suspect its strength and. origiuftr 
lity are Kkot adequately appreciated, eyen by. 
those who ought to be most capable of studying 
its productions. The meed of poetical popular- 
ity, (in its proudest sense) has been bestowed in 
our time in a way that cannot be considered Uk 
any other light than that pf extreme partifdity^ 
l^ all who contemplate the poetical works which 
haye been produced among us, with a ciibsi and 
deliberate eye. The reputation of those who 
haye acquired great reputation, is perfectly just 
and proper ; but there are not a few namea which 
ought to share more than they do in the high ho- 
nours which haye been lavished on our first-rate 
ftyourifes. Such, most assuredly, are the names 
of Coleridge, of Lamb, aHid of Wilson-^threRsr 
poets distinguished by yery different kinds of 
acquhement, and Very different kinds of genius^ 
*«^but all agreeing in one particular, and that no 
unimportant one neither-^namely, that ^they 
haye appealed too exclusiyely to the most deli* 
cate fedings of our nature, and neglected, in i| 
grent measure, td call upon those more widcM 
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spraid ^ympaiihies» whose responses axe so mudi 
more eas]^ to be- wakened — and, being oncewou* 
sed, so much louder in then: cheering and rever- 
berating notes. I should except^ howevw, from 
this rule, as applied to Mr Wilson's poetey, his 
last and longest poem, the City of the Plague 
*~in which there is surely no want of pasp 
sionate and powerful appeals to all those fed- 
ings and propensities which have been m^ost ex-- 
cited and gratified by the most popular poets of 
oiir day. Of the comparative unpopularity of 
that poem, something no doubt may be attribu- 
ted to the hasty nature of its plan and composL* 
tion, and sfomething also to the defective struct 
ture of its blank verse, which is certainly by no 
means what it should be-*-*but I think no person 
who reads it, can doubt that it dispkys altoge- 
ther a ridmess and fervour of poetic invention, 
and, at the same time, a clear pathetic mastery 
of all the softer strings of the humMi heart— ^uch 
as in a wiser or a less opipricious age, would have 
long since procured for the poem very extaisive 
pc^ularilfy — and for the poet himself, a much 
moire copious reward of serious admiraticm than 
seems as yet to have been bestowed by the ge- 
neral voice upon Mr Wilson. 

VOL. HI • R 
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It has often oodmed to me^ in tlimldiig of 
other individnals besides tins poet» that early at- 
tainment of great £une is by no mesms most in 
the power of those who possess the greatest va- 
riety of capacities and attainments. A man who 
has only one talent, and who is so fortunate as 
to be led early to exercise it in a judicious di- 
rection, may soon be expected to sound the 
d^th of his power, and to strengthen himself 
with those appliances which are most proper to 
ensure his success. But he whose mind is ridi 
in a thousand quarters — who finds himself sur- 
rounded with an intellectual armoury c£^ many 
and various kinds of weapons — ^is happy indeed 
if hedonot lose much time in dipping into the sur- 
face of more ores than his life can. allow him time 
to dig to their foundations — in trying the edge of 
more instruments than it is possible for any one 
man to. understand thoroughly, and wield with 
the assured skill of a true master. Mr Wilson 
seems to possess one of the widest ranges of in- 
tellectual capacity of any I have ever met with. 
Jn his conversation, he passes from thergravest to 
the gayest of themes, and seems to be alike at 
home in them all — ^but perhaps the facility with' 
which in conversation he finds himself able to 
make use of all his powers, may only serve to 
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^ve him wrong and loose notions conoeMtig 
the more serious purposes to which he ought to 
render his great powers subservient. In his 
prose writings, in like manner, he handles every 
kind of kiey, and he handles many well*~but this 
also, I should fear, may tend only to render him 
over careless in his choice — ^more slow in select- 
ing some one field — or, if you will, more than 
one — on which to concentrate his eiiergies, and 
make a sober, manly, determinate display of 
-what Nature has rendered him capable of doing. 
To do every thing is impossible; To do many 
things well is a very inferior matter to doing a 
few things — ^yes, or one thing--as well as it can 
be done ; and this is a truth which I question 
not Mr Wilson will soon learn, without any 
hints beyond those which his own keen obser- 
ving eye must throw in his way. On the whole, 
when one remembers that he has not yet reached 
the time of life at which most of the great poets 
even of our time began to come before the pub- 
lic, there seems to be no reason to doubt that 
every thing is yet before him — and that hereaf- 
ter the works which he has already published^ 
may be referred to rather as curiosities, and as 
displaying the early richness and variety of his 
capacities, thsm as expressing the full vigour of 
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that '^ imagianiidn all eompact^'' whidi idiall them 
have found iaixe peifeet and more admirald^ 
T^des in the iiK>re com^pxAetijAve thoughtfol^ 
ness of matuifed genius and judgment Ir^ret 
his oompatative want of popularity, clueflj for 
this reesoQ, that 1 think the enthusiastic echoes 
of public apptohati<m, dhected loudly to any one 
production, would have affcnrded a fine and im^ 
mediate stimulus for farther exertions^in the 
same way— and such is his variety of powaiB, 
that I Ihink it a matter^ ccmiparatively mihor 
importance, on which of his many possible tri- 
umf^s his ambition should be fo*st iiilly conc^i*- 
trated. You will observe &at I have been speak- 
ing sdely with an eye to his larger productions 
In many of h& smaHer ones^-cooeeived, it is pro* 
bable, amd executed at a single heat—I see every 
thing to be commended, and nothing whatever 
to be found fault with. My dnef £E»rourite6 
have always been the Childiten's Dance'-*-4he 
Address to the Wild Deer seen on some of the 
mountains of Loohaber^-'^uid, best of all-^the 
Sc^Kdar's Fiinmxd. This li^t poem is, indeed, 
^a most perfect master-piece in ooncep tion-^in 
.^eiing-'-^d in execution. The flow of it is en* 
tke and unbroken in its desolate music. Line 
£»llpis| line, aiid stansa foHows stanza, widi a 
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grand graceful melancholy sweep, like the boughs 
of some large weeping willow bending slowty 
and sadly to the dirges of the night-breeze, over 
some dear classical streamlet fed by the tears of 
Kaiads. 



P.M. 
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It was in this part of Scotland, as you well 
know, that the chief struggles in behalf of the 
Presbyterian form of church-government, in the 
latter part of the seventeenth century, occurred ; 
and, in spite of the existence of many such in- 
dividuals as the Philosophical Weaver I men- 
tioned the other day, and of no inconsiderable 
extension of the tenets of the sceptical school of 
Scotch philosophy among persons of a higher or- 
der, it is here that the same love for the national 
jystem of faith and practice, out of which those 
struggles sprung, is seen still to survive, in not 
a little of its original fervour, in the breasts of 
the great majority of the people, I have wit- 
nessed many manifestations of the prevalence 
of this spirit since I came into the West of Scot- 
land, and, I need not add, I have witnessed them 
with the sincerest pleasure. It is always a noble 
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thing to see people preserving the old feelings 
and principles of their fathers ; and here, there 
can be no doubt, there would have been a pe- 
culiar guilt of meanness, had the descendants 
of men who, with all their minor faults, were so 
honest and so upright as these old Covenanters 
were, permitted themselves to be ashamed of ad- 
hering to the essentials of the system for which 
they did and suffered so much, and so nobly. It 
is not to the people of the West of Scotland that 
the energetic reproach of the poet can apply. I 
allude to the passage in which he speaks of 

" All Scotia's weary days of civil strife— 
When the p»or Whig was lavish of his life, 
And bought, stern rushing upon Clavers' spears^ 
The freedom and the scorn of after years." 

The idle and foolish whimsies with which the re- 
ligious fervour of the Covenanters was loaded 
and deformed, have given way before the calm,, 
sober influences of reflection and improvement ; 
but it is well that the spirit of innovation has 
spared every thing that was most precious in the 
cause which lent heroic vigour to the arms of 
that devout peasantry, and more than ghosHy 
power to that simple priesthood. 

One of the most remarkable features which I 
have observed in the manners of the Scottish peo- 
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pH is their wonderfully strict otosenpanoetof 4te 
Ssbbath-^ond this strictness seems^ to be tarried 
to a still greater hdght here than even in Edin- 
borgh. The ocmtnist which the streets aflford on 
this day, to every other day in the week, is indeed 
most strildng. They are all as desertdd and still 
during the hours of divine service^ as if they be- 
longed to a City of the Dead. Notasoundtohe 
heard fawn end to end, except perhaps a solitary 
deho answacing here and there to the step of some 
member of my own pr»fd«ion,— the only dass 
of persons who, without some conriderablesacrir 
fice of character, may venture to be seen abroad 
at an hour so sacred. But then what a throng 
and bustle while the bell is ringing--<me would 
think every house had emptied itself from gar- 
ret to cellar — ^such is the endless stream tha(; 
pours alcmg, gathering as it goes, towards every 
place from which that all-attractive solenn sunt* 
mons is heard. The attire of the Iqw& orders, 
on these occasions^ is particularly gay and smart ; 
above all of the women, who bedizen themselves 
in this mercantile dty in a most goigeous maur 
ner indeed, They seepn almost all to sport silk 
stockings and clean gloves, and large tufts <^ 
feathers float from every bonnet ; but every one 
i^arries a ridbly-bound Bibte lOd Fsaliik^bodi m 
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iu^ hand, as tUe most amspfeuous part of all 
fcer finery, unless when there is a threatening of 
rsdn, in which case the same predous books are 
carried wncpt up carefully in die folds of a snow^ 
.white pocket-handkerchief. When the service 
IB over at any particular place of worships 
^for which moment the Scotch have^ in theu: 
ismgimge, an apptjpriate and ^cturesque term, 
timMrk^skaUkfg,)'^the rush is, of course, stiU 
jnore huge and impetuous. To advance up a 
iStreet in the teeth of one of their congregations 
4X>ming forth in thu way, is as impossible as it 
;would be to ^ull it up a cataract There is na> 
thing for it but fadng about, and allowing yourr 
.6elf to foe borne along, submissive and resigned, 
with the furious and conglomerated roll of thb 
human tide. I never saw any thing out oi Scot* 
.land that bore the least resemblante to this; 
even the emptying of a London tiieatre is a joke 
jto the str^m that wedges up the whole. channel 
of the main street of Glasgow, when the oongrer 
^gation of one of the popular ministers of the 
place begins to disperse itself. For the most 
part, the whole of the pious mass moves in perr 
.feet silence; and if you catch a few low word$ 
from some groupe that advances. by your side^ 
. fm are sure to find them the vehides of nothing 
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but somecritidsm on what has just been said bjr 
die pieadier. Altogether, the effect of the thing 
is prodigious, and would, in one moment, knock 
down the whole prejudices of the Quarterly B«- 
viewer, or any other English High-Churchman, 
who thinks the Scotch a nation of sheer infidels. 
Yesterday, being Sunday, I threw myself into 
the midst of one of these overwhelming streams, 
and allowed myself to float on its swelling waves 
to the church of the most celebrated preacher in 
this place, or rather, I should say, the most cele- 
brated preacher of the day in the whole of Scot- 
land*— Dr Chalmers. I had heard so mudi of this 
remarkable man in Edinburgh, that my curiosity 
in regard to him had been wound up to a high 
pitch, even before I found myself in the midst of 
this population, to which his extraordinary cha- 
racter and genius furnish by far the greatest ob- 
ject of interest and attention. I had received a 

letter of introduction to him from Mr J , (for 

the Critic and he are great friends) — so I called at 
his house in a day or two after my arrival in Glas- 
gow, but he had gone to visit his friends in a 
parish of which he was formerly minister, in the 
county of Fife, so that I was, for the time, dis- 
appointed. My landlady, however, who is one 
of his admirers, had heard of his return the even- 
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Hig bdr<»re, and she tcx]4c care to communicate this 
piece of intelligence to me at break&st. I was 
very happy in receiving it, and determined to go 
inmiediately ; upon which Mrs Jardine request- 
ed me to accept the loan of her own best psalm- 
book, and her daughter. Miss Currie, (a very 
comely young lady) was so good as to shew me the 
way to her pew in the church. Such, I presume, 
is the intense interest attracted to this preacher, 
that a hotel iji Glasgow could not pretend to be 
complete in all its establishment, without having 
attached to it a spacious and convenient pew in 
this church for the accommodation of its visit- 
ors. As for trusting, as in other churches, ,to 
finding somewhere a seat unappropriated, this 
is a thing which will by no means do for a stran- 
ger who has set his heart upon hearing a ser- 
mon of Dr Chalmers. 

I was a good deal surprised and perplexed 
with the first glimpse I obtained of his counte- 
nance, for the light that streamed faintly upon 
it for the moment, did not reveal any thing like 
that general outline of feature and visage for 
which my fancy had, by some strange work- 
ing of presentiment, prepared me. By and bye, 
however, the light became stronger, and I was 
enabled to study the minutiae of bis face pretty 
leisurely, while he leaned forward and read aloud 
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the words of the psahn — for that is always done 
in Scotland not by the derk/ biit the dergy* 
man himself. At first sights no doubt, his face 
is a coarse one— but a mysterious kind of mean* 
ing breathes fix>m every part of it, tiiat such as 
have eyes to see cannot be long without disco* 
vering« It is very pale, and the large hal^dosed 
eye-lids have a certain droo^nng melanchdy 
wdght about them, which interested me very 
much, I understood not why. The lips, too^ 
are singularly pensive in their mode of fiiUing 
down at the sides, although tiiere is no want of 
ridiness and vigour in their central fullness of 
curve. The upper-lip, from the nose downwards^ 
is separated by a very deep line, which gives a 
sort of leonine firmness of expression to all the 
lower put of the face. The cheeks are square 
and strong, in texture like pieces of marble, 
with the dieek-bones very broad and prominent 
The eyes themselves are light in colour, and 
^ve a strange dreamy heaviness, that conveys 
imy idea rather than that of dullness, but which 
contrasts, in a wonderful manner^ wiHi the daz- 
cling watery glare tiiey exhibit when expanded 
in theur sockets, and illuminated into all tiieir 
^ame and fervour, in some moment of high en- 
tranced entliusiasm* But the shape of the fore- 
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head is periiaps the most singular part of the 
whole visage; and indeed it presents a mixture 
so very singular, of forms commonly exhibited 
only in the widest separation, that it is no wonder 
I should have required some little tinie to cbn^ 
prehend the meaning of it In the first place, it 
is without exception the most marked mathetoa-* 
tical fordiead I ever met with*- <rbehig f£^ wider 
across the eye-brqws than either Mr FIayfatr*s 
or Mr Ledie's-^^-and having the eye-biows them- 
selves lifted up at their extericnr ends qwte oat 
of the usual Hne^^-^-a pecuHarity which Spurzhejim 
had remarked in the countenances of ahnost all 
the great mathematical or calculating geniuses 
-—such, for example, if I rightly remanber, as 
1^ Isaac Newton himself— Kaestener — ^Euler 
rr-and m^iy others. Immediately above the 
extraoidinary breadth of this region, which, in 
the headsi of most mathematical persons, is sur* 
mounted by no fine points of organization wtet^ 
«ver — ^immediately above this, in the forehead 
of Dr Chalmers, there is an arch of Imagmation,, 
carrying out the summit boldly and roundly, in 
a style to which the heads of very few poets pre- 
sent anything comparable — awhile over thi» again 
there is a grand apex of high and solemn Vene- 
ration and Love — such as might have graced the 
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bust of Plato himself — and sudi as in living men 
I had never beheld equalled in any but the majes- 
tic head of Canova. The whole is edged with a 
few crisp dark locks, which stand forth boldly, 
and afford a fine relief to the death*like paleness 
of those massive temples. 

Singular as is this conformation, I know not 
that anything less singular could have satisfied 
my imagination after hearing this man preach. 
You have read his Sermons, and therefore I 
need not say anything about the subject and 
style of the one I heard, because it was in all re- 
spects very similar to those which have been 
printed. But of all human compositions, there 
is none surely which loses so much as a sermon 
does, when it is made to address itself to the eye 
of a solitary student in his closet — and not to 
the thrilling ears of a mighty mingled congrega- 
tion, through the very voice which Nature has 
enriched with notes more expressive than words 
can ever be of the meanings and feelings of its 
author. Neither, perhaps, did the world ever 
possess any orator, whose minutest peculi^ties 
of gesture and voice have more power in increa- 
sing the effect of what he says — ^whose deliva^y, 
in other words, is the first, and the second, and 
the third excellence of his oratory, more truly 
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than is that of Dr Chahners. And yet^ were 
Ae spirit of the man less gifted than it is, there 
is no question these his lesser peculiarities would 
never have been numbered among his points of 
excellence. His voice is neither strong nor me- 
lodious. His gestures are ndther easy nor grace- 
ful; but, on the contrary, extremely rude and 
awkward — ^his pronunciation is not only broadly 
national, but broadly provincial — ^distorting al- 
most every word he utters into some barbarous 
novelty, which, had his hearer leisure to think of 
such things, might be productive of an effect at 
once ludicrous and offensive in a singular de- 
gree. 

But of a truth, these are things which no lis- 
tener can attend to while this great preacher 
stands before him, armed with all the weapons 
of the most commanding eloquence, and sway- 
ing all around him with its imperial rule. At 
first, indeed, there is nothing to make one sus- 
pect what riches are in store. He commences in 
a low drawling key, which has not even the me- 
rit of being solemn — and advances from sentence 
to sentence, and from paragraph to paragraph, 
while you seek in vain to catch a single echo, 
that gives promise of that which is to come. 
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There is, on tlie oontnuy, an appeafioite of oon- 
irtvaint about him, that alfects and distresses you 
—you are afraid that his breast is weak, and that 
even the slighi exertioa he makes may be too 
jmich fi>r it But then with what tenfbid ridb- 
ness does this dkn prefiminary curtain make tiie 
lories of his doq[uenoe to diine forth, when the 
heated spirit at kngth shakes from it its chill 
confining fetters, and borrts out date and rejm'* 
dng in the fuU splendour of its dis-imprisoned 
wings !— 

^tUM f^ ^tuurn t^fm tftftiNUt tf^^AMi tmnm* 
Om m>f WUT QImin y f^MWH /S^nsK «AA«(. 

Never was any ptx>f more distinct and speaking, 
how impossible it is for any lesser dis&vours to 
diminish the value of Hie truer and higher boun- 
ties of Nature. Never was any better example 
of that noble privilege of ieal genius, in virtue 
of whieh even disadvantages are ccmverted into 
advantages — and things whidi would be suffici- 
ent to nip the opening buds of any plant of infe- 
rior promise^ are made to add only new beauty 
and power to its imeontroulably expanding 
tdoom. 
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I have heard many men deliver sermons far 
^better arranged in regsurd to argument^ andhave 
heard very many deliver sermons far .more uni- 
form in elegance both of conception and of style. 
.But mofit unquestionably I have neVer heard» 
-either in jE^gtand, or Scotland, or in any other 
country, any preacha: whose eloqurace is capa- 
jble. of predudng an , effect so strong and irresisfe- 
ible as his. He does all this too without having 
recourse for a moment to the vulgar arts of com- 
mon pulpit-enthusiasm. He does it entirdy and 
proudly, by the sheer pith of his most original 
mind, clothing itself in a bold magnificence of 
language, as original in its structure-^-as nervous 
in the midst of its overflowing richness as itsel£ 
He has the very noUe^ of his weapons, and 
mQ$t nobly do^ he wield them. He has a woiii^ 
derful talent for ratiocination, and possesses, be^^ 
sides,, an iinagination both fertile and distincti 
which gives all richness of colour .to his style, 
and ijupplies.his argument with every diversity 
of Ulu^ation* In presence of such a spirit suh^ 
jection is a triumphr-and I was proud to fed 
my hardened nerves creep and vibrate, and my 
blood freeze and boil whUe he 8pake>*^Nas.tfaey 
were wont to do in the early innocent jem^ 
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naksMOS of dnlhiess fimm the jeaknuio of dis- 
trrnvfwn^ tiie ddigfats of oomporiion^ and tke 
example of the ummaginatiye worid. 

I trust his etoquenee produces dailf upon 
tfaose who hear it eflfects more predous than the 
mere delights of intellectaal exdtem^it and adr 
aming transports. I trust, that after the first 
tide has gone by, there is left no trivial riditiess 
of sediment on the souls orer which its course 
has been. I trust the hearo^ of this good man 
do not go there oidy because he is a great one — 
tiiat tiieir hearts are as open to his sway as theilr 
minds sax ; and that the Minister of Christ is 
not a inere QratoT in their eyes. Were that the 
oase,, they migfat^eck the species of defi^^ most 
to their tadte in atheatre,widim<»epropriety thaii 
in a Avaxb. I sp^, I confess, firom feeling my 
4>wn feebleness in the presenee of this man^-^I 
q^eak fiom my own experience of tiie ^fiSculty 
'there is in being aUe, amidst the human luxury 
audi a sermon afibrds, to remember with suffici- 
ent earnestness the nature of its objed>-^and die 
proper nature of its more lasting efiPeets. What 
is perhaps impossible, however, on a iSrst hear^ 
ing, may, no doubt, becx>me easy after many re- 
petitions^i-so I hope it is— Indeed why should I 
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doobt it ? — The tone of iserious deep^ftlt Vaie<- 
ntion, ifi which I hear this great preaeher ta&C4 
dd of by fdl About him, is^ sufficient prodf that 
mei^ huthdiu admiration i^ not the only elerfimfc 
in the feelingd with which th^y regard faim***« 
that with the hotnage paid to his geniuti, tb^!^ 
is mingled a nobler homage of gratitude ta tbi» 
kind affedtionate warmth with whidi b6 render^ 
this high genius subservient to the best interests 
dt those in whose presence its triumphs are e%^. 
hibited. 

The vefy delightfuil and amiable wanadh <>f 
the pusadier^-^the paternal and apostoUd kind^ 
Hess which beamed in his uplifted eyes, and gav9 
sw^thess now and theb to his y(^ce, more pr^ 
douii than if he had '^ robbed the Hybla bees"-^ 
the aff«ctionateness of the pbstor, was altouredly^ 
6ne of the things that pleased me iA6st m tli0 
Whole exhibition, and it did not {lieese ttie the 
leins becauselhad not been ptepar^d t6 expeet^ny 
stidi thing by the reports I had h^ard <^ him in 
Edinburgh* He goed to that mtical 4ity Aow 
aarid then to preach a c^aitty sermoU at ifa^ like { 
and I can easily understand how it may have 
hiippened^ that the itnpr^ssion pifOducdd by bim 
th^^ dn sbdi occasions^ itiay have in g^eral 
be^ Very differeit froih that whidi I witnetoe^ 
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herein his own church- I can; easily jsupppse, 
that on these occasions he may put himself for- 
ward, far more exclusively in the capacity of a 
oombative reasoner — ^that then every look and 
gesture may speak too plainly his knowledge th^t 
he has hostile opinions all about him to grapple 
Vith. In fact, such a man must know that when 
he preadies any where out of his own chuirch4( 
his congregation is of a very mixed description, 
comprizing persons who aatertain every variety 
of opinion in re^d to matters of religiQU. In 
Edinburgh, in p»ticiiliir, he must be wdU aware 
the field on which he is sent to labour has ite 
tfues as well as its wheat, in abundance. The 
beadle at the door, who, by a long succession of 
dxpences, has had his inind expanded into prin- 
ciples of universal toleiahce, admits with e^ual 
, kindness birds of every different kind of plumage 
"—he shoves the sanctified hozier into the same 
pew with the disciple of David Hiiine, learned 
in the law. Having such dissimilar au(fitors to 
deal with, a preacher like Dr Chalmers may very 
naturally be led to make use only of wgumehta- 
tion addressed to those reasoning &culties, where- 
wifii all his auditors profess themsdves to be more 
or less endowed. There is no doubt aiguinent 
In the staple of his preaching even here-*^nd |K>, 
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in this age of doubt and argument, it ougbt to 
be — but here, at least, he contrives to adorn bis 
argument with abundance of gentler accompani- 
ments, which perhaps his modesty, among other 
things, may contribute to render him more sloW 
in using elsewhere. For myself, I have describi. 
ed him as I saw him in the midst gS his daily 
audience—* 

'^ In hb allotted home a genuioe Priest, 
The Shepherd of his Flock ; or as a Kmg' 
Is styled, when most afectionatdy praised, 
4 The Father of his People/'—^ 

I shall not soon forget the looks of cordial love 
which seemed to beam from the pastor to his 
people, and back again from their eyes to their 
pastor in the Tron Church of Glasgow. 

I cannot help regarding it as a singularly for- 
tunate thing, that the commerdal population cS 
this place should be favoured with the residence 
and habitual influence of such a man as Dr Chal- 
mers. In such a place, the existence of such a 
person is precious, a thousand-fold more than it 
could be almost any where else — ^precious and 
very precious as it would be everywhere. In 
the midst of the continual collisions of interest, 
smaller and greater, in which these busy traf&ck- 
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ers are aigagc^, it mv$t hay^ a soothing oxd m 
ennobling effect to turn romid ever 4nd anon, 
and contemplate a tttan of great and original ge- 
niu^ and well^igh <inrtvalled reputation, puKiU- 
tng among them the pur^ fOUd simpler walk 6f 
a profession, Mrbicb in this, above all other coun- 
trie*, is a prc^ess&on of humility and lowliness rf 
mind. The high name of this great preacher is 
chiefly valuable to my mind — and I doubt not 
such woutd be his own modest sense of it — on 
account of the aid it must aff<»rd to the natural 
influence of his piety, and his piastoral exertions. 
Assuredly there is no profession in which the 
gratifications of personal distinction are so com* 
patible with the loftier gratifications derived, and 
only derived from the consdousneas of doing 
good — ** Truly the lines have fallen to him in 
pleasant places." 

Afler hearing this man preach, and seeing 
the &ces (^his congregation — and, indeed, after 
every thing that I have seen since I came into 
this part of the country— I feel more and more 
sensible of the erroneousness of those opinions 
concerning the spiritual state of Scotland, which 
I myself formerly held. The fact is, my dear 
i)avid, that, in my youth, I was a sharer, to my 
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fuU measure, in all tbe usual prejudices of Oxo^ 
niaps ; and that it is no easy matter to set me free 
in any one quarter from the clinging influence 
pf those old prejudices. The plain truth of the 
whole n^atter is, that the ideas entertained in Eng- 
land respecting the state of religion in Scotland, 
are just as absurd as those which used to be in 
fashion about the external appearanee of that 
country. I positively believe, that if the bench 
of bishops were requested at this moment to 
draw up, with the assistanoe of the Oxford and 
Cambridge Heads of Houses, and Regius Fro- 
lessors, a short account of its spiritual condition^ 
they would talk as if it had as few men of ration* 
al piety in it as the Cockney wits used to think 
it had trees. According to these received opi- 
nions, the Scottish peasants are universally im« 
bued with the most savage and covenanting fa* 
naticism — a fault for which ample atonement is 
made by the equally universal free-thinking and 
impiety of the higher orders of their countrymen. 
Every Scotsman is a bigot to one or other of 
those equally abominable heFj^sies-t— Atheism or 
Calvinism. They would represent the &ith of 
this country as a strange creature, somewhat nftet 
the fashion of 0I4 Janus, dressed on one side in 
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a adenm suit of customary blue^ and on the other 
in the rainbow f ri pp er y of a Parisian fiUe4e-joie 
.^ving with her right hand the grasp of fd- 
lowdnp to John Knox, and lemng and leaning 
to the left on a more' fashionable beau, David 
Hame. 

The principal mouth^pieee of this Soothosi^^ 
l^;otry, is, I am veiy sorry to aay, a work, for 
which I haye in almost, every other respect the 
greatest esteem— the Quarterly Review, It. is a 
pity that tliat woris:, winch exerte over the puUic 
mind of England so salutary an mfluenoe, as the 
guiBtrdian of her cfaaracta-^er true character, 
both political and religious-^it is a great pity that 
thk admirable work should in any way t^id to 
keep up improper prgtidices against the Scottish, 
among the majority of its readers. No doubt 
there is this excuse for them, that they view the 
mind of Scotland as represented in some measure 
m the Edinburgh Review/ But I, who ameers 
tainly no admirer of tiie religi<m of the Edin-*' 
burgh Review, think it extremely unfair to re- 
present it as being either the oracle or symbol of 
the spirit of the country wherein it is. produced 
Why, although the Edinburgh Reviewers sit at 
times in the jdiair of the scoffer, should the JSng- 
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li^ be taught to think with disrespect of the re- . 
li^ous condition of a country, which not long ago 
possessed a Blair, and an Erskine, and which at 
this moment can boast of MoncriefF, Alison, and 
Chalmers ? The truth is^ that I believe no coun- 
try in Europe is less tainted with the spirit of in- 
fidelity than Scotland. . The faith of their devout 
ancestors has come down to them entire ; it is 
j^ached throughout this countiy by a body of 
clergymen, who, if they cannot pretend to so 
much theological erudition as some of our Eng- 
lish divines, are in general far better informed 
upon matters of actual life than they are — ^far 
more fitted to be the friends and instructors of 
their parishioners — far more humble in their de« 
sires, and,. I may add, &r more unexceptionably 
exemplary in their life and conversation. The 
Scotch have indeed got rid of a great many of 
those useless prgudices with which their fore^ 
&thers were infected, and which still seen\ to 
linger in the bosoms of some of our own coun- 
trymen ; but the trunk, has been strengthened^ 
not weakened, by the lopping off of its rotten 
branches and excrescences, and although the 
tree of their neighbours may cast a broader shade, 
I have my doubto whethi^ it Jbe productive, ol* 
better fruit. 
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. Oifeaftfaemostrefliarkable changes which ha$ 
€ccurred in the religioiis thinking of the Scotch^ 
is that whidi may be observed in regard to their 
mode of treating those who profess a persuasion 
different from their own. Half a century ago, a 
Papist, or even an Episcopalian, appeared very 
little removed from the condition of a Heathen, in 
the eyes of a good Scots Presbyterian : here and 
there, people might be found who thought some* 
what more judiciously, but the common opinion 
certainly was, that the idolatry of a Roman Ca« 
tholic is quite as bad as that of a Cherokee or a 
South-sea-iskmder. The Scotch now no long^ 
consider it as a matter of perfect certainty, that 
the Pope is the Anti-chiist, and the church of 
Rome the Babylon of the Revelations. They do 
full honour to those heroic and holy spirits who 
wrought the great work of the Reformation, but 
they do not doubt that even those who nomi- 
nally adhere to the ancient faith, have derived 
great benefit from the establishment of the new. 
They refuse to consider the kingdom of Christ 
as composed only of the little province which 
they themselves inhabit They are thankful, 
indeed, for the mode in which their own district 
is ryled ; — ^they believe, perhaps, that their own 
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nrahicipal regulations are wis^ than Jthos^ to 
Trbich mo$t of their neighbours subinit, but they 
nevfir doubt, that throughout the whple of the 
empire, the general prindples of government are 
substantially the same, nor hesitate to consider 
themselves as linked by the firmest bonds of com- 
mon loyalty and devotion, both to each other 
and to that authority which all true Christians 
are equally proud to acknowledge and obey. 

But, above every thing, what shews the ab- 
surdity of the Quarterly's notions upon these 
subjects in a most striking point of view, is this 
simple fact, — that in spite of the cuts which 
it is perpetually giving themselves, the Quar- 
terly Review is a very great favourite among 
the Scotch. The Scotch have no such preju- 
dice against English education, and the English 
forms of religion, as the Review attributes to 
them. On the contrary, they are delighted to 
hear these defended in the Quarterly, from the 
malignant aspersions of their own Edinburgh 
Reviewers ;— so at least the enlightened and 
well-educated Scotchmen with whom I have 
conversed, have uniformly represented them- 
selves to be, and I believe them most sincerely. 
It is time that all this foolery should be at an 
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end, and that people, who in fact are of the same 
way of thinking, should not be persuaded into 
supporing themselves enemies to each other. 
I remain ever your^s, 

P. M. 
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LETTER LXXIV. 



TO THE SAME. 



Dear David, 
You must attribute my silence during the 
last eight days entirely to the kindness and hos« 
ptality of the good folks of Glasgow, who have 
really gained more upon me than I could have 
conceived possible in so shcNrt a space. Their at. 
tention has not been confined to giving me good 
dinners and suppers alone ; they have exerted 
themselves in inventing a thousand devices to 
amuse me during the mornings also ; and, in a 
word, nothing has been omitted that might 
tempt me to prolong my stay among them*-^ 
In truth, I have prolonged it much b^ond what 
I had at all calculated upon ;~-indeed, much 
beyond what I could well afford, considering 
how the season is advanced, and how much I 
have yet before me ere I om bring my tour to 
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its conclusion. However, I shall probably get 
on with less interruption, after I have fairly en- 
tered the Highlands, which, God willing, shall 
now be very soon, for I have arranged every 
thing for going by the steam-boat on Thursday 
to the Isle of Bute, from which I shall proceed 
in the same way, next diormng, is faf as Inve- 
rary, to which place I have just sent forward the 
shandrydan, under tiie sure guidance of your old 
friend, the trusty John Evans. 

I have made good use of the shandrydan, 
however, in my own person, during the -days I 
have linger^ iii this cilartnihg neighborhood. 
In company with cme or other of my Gla^w 
ftiends, I have visited almost every scene at aH 
interesting, either from its hatura] bfcauty, or 
fridtn the historical reeollections eonneeted Mritih 
jt> throngfamit thid part of the country^ I haVe 
seen not a hw fine old castlesy and severed fields 
(ftf battle. I have examined the town of Paisley^ 
where some very curious tnanufactutes are oar* 
ried on in ft style of elegance atad ingenuity else^ 
where totally unrivalled ; aoid wbere^. ^hat is still 
more to my taste, there ate soime very fine Ire- . 
mtam of l^e old Abbey^ One Weidtfa of which 
wite tMthsfen^^ at the time of the Refoyrtnatioil 
to ^ ir^mfil^ of the Abbot Lord Claii^^^Hamilt 
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feMa» son to the Diilce oJTChatelherault^ whose dei 
so^ndant, the Marquis of Aberocni), now daiim 
tha)t old French title, as being the male represent* 
alivse of the House of Hamilton. The Duke of 
Hamikon, you«know, derives his highest titles 
from a female ancestor, but is himself, by blood, 
a Douglas, And representatiye of the heroic Earls 
of Angus, who, upon the downfall of the firsts 
House of Douglas, succeeded to not a little of 
its power, although they never attained to so 
dangerous a measure of pre^eminenceu 

But my most deligli^l excursion was to Ha* 
milton itself, which lies about ten miles above 
61a^o# upon the Clyde ; and is really one of 
this mc»t princely places I have ever visited. 
This excursion^ was made in company with a 
most a^eeable and intelligent young gentleman^ 

Mr J ^ 6 y one of the chief booksellers qf 

this town, who is the publisher, and indeed the 
friend of Dr C— — . We met the Doctor ri» 
ding4 a few miles from the town, as we went 
along, and he was so kind as to accompany u| 
also. His private manners and conversation arei^ 
I assure you, quite as admirable as his elo* 
quence in the pulpit. He is, without any ex^ 
cqition^ the most perfectly modest man I ever me| 
with^he lUost ayerse to all kind. <^ display^. 
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the most sixiiply and unafPectedly Icind ^obd mak. 
Yet be is one pf the most original men in coil- 
versation I have,eyer had the fortune to meet 
with-rrand I think throws out more new icMs^ 
in the course pf a few plain sentences, app^^m^ 
ly delivef^ without the smallest conscioiiW^s 
that they embody jstnything particukrly%orffiy 
of attention, than any one of all th!e grelit ni^ti^ 
have become acquainted with since 1 canie^^i^o 
Scotland. It is easy to iee that he has ii mlitd 
most richly stor^ with all lands o!f informani^ 
•r*he is a profound master of Mathematics--4^^ 
at the same time, more passionately fond of 'a&- 
ci^t l^ming^ than any of the Scottish liWaii'I 

^have seen. But ^ his stores axe k^t in stnct 
subservience to the great purpoises of his lilfe and 
profession — and I think, various as they su*e,*t^ey 
gain instead of losing, both in value knd mtefest, 

, from the uniformity of the object to which lie so 
indefatigably bends them. .It is the fault of the 
attainments of most of the gifted^ men of our 
time, that they seem to be in a great measure 
destitute of any permanent aim, with whicl^ these 
attainments are connected in any suitable degree. 
But with him there is ever present the sense and 
presiding power of an aim, above all others noble 

and grand-~the aim, namely, and the high iif^ 

3 • ^ -■ '• 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOYHWELL CASTLE. 889 

bition of doing good to his countrymen, and of^ 
serving the cause of religion. 

We bad adelightfid ride after breakfast, along 
the side of the river, and i:)eached, in a couple of 
hours. Both well, the seat of Lord Douglas, where 
we halted for a while to inspect the ruins of the 
.c4d Castle.^ The situation is beautiful in the 
extreme— on a fine green b^nk, which slopes 
into the stream, and is overlooked fix)m a grand 
screen of rocks on the other side, covered with 
all kinds of wood. The Clyde is a majestic 
.stream here^-^flowing calm/ full, and dear as 
amber, between these massive crags on the one 
side, and the blooming verdure of the biemks and 
trees below and arotmd the old Castle on the 
, oth». The ruins themselves are vary extensivet 
and in its day the fortress must have been a pro- 
digiously powerful one indeed. They are pre- 
served in a style of exquisite propriety and taste- 
fulness— with a reverent feeling of their true 
character apparently, and a just hereditary pride. 
They put me altogether very much in mind of 
the deserted parts of Warwick. — and, indeed, I 
do not think the circuit of the interior oourt is 
at all inferior in its dimensions. In many pla<ies 
around . the buttresses wd angles of the keep, 
tower, and curtain, I could see the sorely mould' 
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wng armouries of the Mbnys^ whb tv^aac^.the 
first lords of the Castle — and in others^ the fa^ 
:ter preserved atehievements of the family j^Jiidi 
sueceeded them; precious manorials of those 
days, when, on every occasioa m the araiies of 
Scotland, 

• I ■ ■ *' the Bloody Heart blazed in the van. 
Announcing' Douglas' dreaded name.'* 

i After we had satii^Sed our eyes with the Im^ 
ury of gazing upon these fine remains, we proh^ 
ceeded on our way towai^ds HamiltcHiy onossing 
the river by the Bridge of Bothwell*-^tbe same 
on which the poor insurgent Whigs were so esb- 
silyimnquished, and so crudly slaughtered by 
the Hoyalists in 1677. The high gate- way be^ 
twecin two towers, of which m^ition is made in 
the accounts of the battle, has been r^ove^^Jlmt 
otherwise the appearance of the structure per* 
fectlycorresponds^idthalithedescripticmSi There 
is a ridged bank on the opposite side, where the 
Covenanters had their eamp^ and which quite 
overlooks the whole of the way by .which tike 
troops of Monmouth made timr ap{NFoaoh*~so 
^at it is dear a very small measure of Badlitary 
«kill might have been enoi^h to r^der th^ po- 
sition ^ very difficult one^ But I suppose tlie 
account of their dissensions in Old Mortality, is 
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A suffieiehety aeedrate mte^ jstnd it funiififaefi a yeify 
adequate explanation of the^eyent as it oecurred/ 
Above the bridge, the river is seen winding for a 
mileor tvro from {Hamilton, through a flat piede 
bf meadoTv-land—^r, as they ball it, hcmghs'^ 
and such was the infatuation of the routed Co^ 
venanf ers, that they chose to fly in this dkection, 
instead of keeping upward to the hills. That 
bloody old Muscovite, General Dalzell, is said 
td have galloped his dragoons upoh the flying 
peasants, and to have made the river run in blood 
jvitfa his butcheries, in spite of the Memonstrances 
of the gentler and wiser Monm6utib. After the 
battle, a gre^t nlimber ^f the leading meni loi^ 
Histeris and others, ; were hanged at the add idf 
the bridge-^ where some Sidary old willows, qf 
^normims^sisse, are ^till pointed out as having fur- 
fiished the. ready means of theit* executicdii J miet 
ona day at Glasgow with a curious enough inr 
stance of the Way in wbieh these executions were 
regarded. A gentleman pulled a remarkaUy 
beautiful old chased silver snuffbox out of his 
pocket, and disking him for a pinch — " Yes^ sir,!' 
«&id he— «^' do take a pinch^ add let me tell yOQ, 
you' shall hav^ your finger in the box that was 
found in my grandfather's waistcoat-pocket aftw 
he' was hariged."-*-It is a commcm saying that 'Vit 
mm dsi seai*€e of ilews, when he tdls you hisiia* 
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tiber danced a jig upon nothing^ — ^but the cause 
of this gentleman's communicatiycffiess was si^ 
fidently explained, when I learned Ifrom one'oF 
the company, who remarked my con$tertianoh| 
that his grand&ther was ** one of the mart^rs^ o^ 
Bothwell-brigg.** 

. We rode on to the town of Hamilton, haVuig 
on either hand a fine prospect of th^ woocTs and 
lawns, which stretch for miles in e\kry direction 
around the ducal mansion ; and tlien having ten 
the shandrydan at the inn, proceeded to taK^ a 
view of the intmor of the p£iaceU^fi3r "by tl^ 
name it is called — ^in compliment, I suppbse^ to 
the copious infusion of royal blood m the veins 
of this high lineage. The Pakofe is not a 4erv 
splendid one— but it is very venerable, ana tiir- 
nished throughout in a grand old style, whii^^jf 
take to be a much finer thing than aiiy of the 
gaudy pomps with which more modem aiid^ more 
fashionable mansion-houses are filled. There is^a 
boble suite of state apartmeiits running the wil^e 
length of the edifice, all hung in rich cnmsmi, 
(the colour of the family) with roofs and doors ot 
black oak, carved over every where with* raw 
bearings. From the windows of ttiese^ vou have 
ia ihbst delicious view of long green lawns,' inW- 
speb^ with fine dropping elms on the oiie i^e 
--^d on the other, a yet bolder and yet ri^er 
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•5-••»e.^ ■ ■ ' ' ■ ■ , ■•■ ■ ;.• 

I^rospect of groves ascending upon groves inJ^ 

liie midst of the higher grounds, where the deer* 

park is situated. But the chief ornament is the 

collection of paintings — which is out of all sygh% 

the first in Scotland— -and inferior ind^d to very 

Tew of those in £ngland. It is an old collection^ 

and has long \ieen esteemed a rich one, hut the 

taste of the pjresent representative of the family, 

'has added very much hoth to its extent and its 

value. 

^ There is a long gallery, in the first place, air 

n^ost entirely filled with portraits^, among which I 

could see, I fancy, not less than a dozen pf the 

very finest VandyJfes. One of these is £^i^ 

Charles on his white horse, another undpuhted 

original, and quite as good in my mind. as that 

which the Prince has at Carlton-House. The 

attitude is the very same, hut the colour of the 

horse is more inclined to a creamy yellow — ^the 

iElegent's is almost pjire white. There are mag:; 

nificent Vandykes also of the two brothers, Mar- 

quisses. of Hamilton, in the civil wars — ^and of 

I know not how many branches of the &mily« 

The finest of the whole, however, is the portrait 

of Lord Dapby going a shooting, with a black 

boy in attendance, from which I am sure yo^ 

mi}st h^ye seen an engraving somewhere. Xt is 
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impossible that them ^lould be a fin^ spedmi^ 
of this master in' the jirhole wotld — ^biis gnmd 
graeefiil maDnerd^'oanctivifag every thing, and 
his isoft deliteteBsedilioB, are united in it in their 
utmost perfection of loveliness. In the middle 
of the gallery, there is the famous Rubens of 
Daniel in the Lions* Den, of which I need say nor 
thing, as you are quite fstmiliar with the prints. 
It is every way a princely gallery — ^you never 
saw a place more impregnated with the air of 
nobUity. The other rooms are fall of cabihet 
pictures, chiefly of the Italian masta'SF-^amoiig 
which I could easily have spent an hour for ev»y 
minute I remained. I cannot pretend to desm- 
bing or even enumerating them — ^but the ones I 
chiefly delighted in, were some very bold rid 
Spagnc4ettos in the billiard-room—^ Niooias 
Foussin — ^the Bary ihg of Abraham — atad a Dy- 
ing Magdalen, by Ludovico Caracci. The Pons- 
sia is really about the most wonderful of Im 
works I ever saw. It represents the dawn of day, 
a thick blue mantle of clouds lying heavy upon 
the surface of the earth, and scarcely permitting 
the one ^old stream of uncertain light to enter, 
which shews the sleeping patriarch folded in his 
long vestments, just sinking below the roc^ from 
the arms of his children. There is a deep pri- 



Digitized by 



Google 



HAMILTQN VALACEr'^A:EiACCi'$ MA6DAL£N%£95 

,m^9i simplicity about the arrangement of the 

^^^a^pe» tand A deserted lonely sort of weight in. 

)^ hc^Yehs, addjthe earth aU around, which car-^ 
j^ hack t^e imagination into the very heart of 

. tibue day s.o£ Shepherd Majesty. The Magdalen ia 
prieserved in a^^lass case-^«-and truly it is worthy 
of all Juasner of attelitidn. It is only a half length 
••^it represent^ bca'^s/leaning l)ackwards in that 
last, gentle^ slulnber, which slides unnoticed iiito 
thedeeper^lumberthathasnoend — ^her long gold-: 
fin tresses ^stating desolate and thin over her pale 
hreast^-rher eye-lids weighed down with a livid 
pre9sure» md her bloodless lips closed meekly in 
a pensive smile of unrepining helplessness. A 
few Httile cherubs are seen looking with calm and 
rosy smiles c^ welcome from among the parting 
garments of the clouds above-nstealing the eye 

^ upwards from the dim and depressing spectacle 
of repentant feebleness and mortality, into a faint 
jbr-oflP perspective of the appointed i^esting-place. 
I question whether it be not a pity to see such 

, a picture at all— uAless one is to be permitted 
to look at it till every lineament and hue 19 
stamped jbr ever on the memory. But short aa 
Hty time was, I treasured up something which I 
am' sur$ I never shall forget. 
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We tlien vralked in the X>iii^e*« Pa^uprOifg 
romaQtie ^ea at the Evan> whicfa m«ijfl(^mb 
into the Clyde abnost dose bdiin^ tbe^jprinmj 
to see the remams df Cady<^ Cs^tib, the «|j^ 
nal seat of the famUj/aiid liJhe.sajroeKjnoCitbati 
exquisitef ballad c£ Scott's, in the Botder Min- 
stoelsy. The banks of this stream are a^ut the 
most pictmresqiie I have ever seen, and the situ- 
ation of the old Castle one of the ipa$t n€^ 
atid sublime. Nothing remains of it^ hpW;e;^prM 
but a few damp ];aouldeiTOg:yaUltf^ j^^o^rf^h^ 
loop-hole windows of which one b^, i^^t^iipR; 
plunge of perspective down into, tb^.^aFniii^i 
ravine below-<—at)4 the scanty tra^cesSipf^tJl)^ V^(^\ 
and drawbridge, by whichi on the qtlt^sii^ ,^^ 
approa^^h of the fastness was defendef|^^..i%ig|tB 
nally, I believe, this was a royal seat,. 9»d,ffw^j 
ferred upon the first of the Hamiltpp^ thatx^fi^)^/ 
into Scotland, about the end of the thijpteei^j^j^ 
century. The situation is so very gi^^in^ai^thiati^ f 
am at a loss to account for their having deserted 
it, in order to remove to the plaip where the 
present mansion— itself now of some tbr^erhun- 
dred years standing— is placed. They talk of 
building a new house about t^c^^pr^s^t^t.J^IQ^'wV 
Tf they do so, 1 hope they will take ^ ^l^i^ 

10 
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iij|iiiQ^'ai^'lAdk down once mdrb in supremacy 
OBWT' tbe» ivhete of the beautiM talfcy, which 
stcetidies ^t the foot of the rocks of Cadyow— 
vii>0m towers and Vaults have now for centu* 
liMi, iti tkt -words <rf th^Sr poet, only 

Of echoed Evan's hoataeir ro&r.'* 

Irt the neighbourhood of these ruins, are still vi- 
sible some df the finest remains I have ever seen, 
dT'the Md oHglii^ Ibrest, with which the whole 
dr6tirliilafrd*was'doVered---the most venerable 
ttee:^; Wilhbiit question, that can be imagined—^' 
Wiiry, dnd cruMMing, artd shattered everywhere 
^Wth t1ii6r wiridi and storms of centuries— riiftai 
atidbllisted In their main boughs— but still pro- 
jeAiAg^ffere arid there some little tufts of faint, 
vi^iire^'— aiid stiU making a gallant show toge- 
ther. Where their grey brotherhood crowns the * 
wtible Summit of the bin — ^these are 



• *^ the huge oaks of Evandale, 



.Whtfte limbs ar tkoutand years have worn ;*' . 

and among them I saw couched, most appropri- 
a<i!y, the lastfelies of that breed of wild cattle. 
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hy wbich^ in old times, the forests o£ Soof^tapA 
were tenanted. i^ 

'' Mightiest of all the beasts of chase^ 

That roam in woody Caledon ; 
Crashing the forest in.bis raoce^ 

The mountain bull comes thundViog on. . ^ 

" Fierce on the hunters' quiver'd band. 

He rolls his eyes of swarthy glow ; 
Spurn$ with black hoof and horn the sand» 

And tosses high his mane of snow." 

> .'• 

The description in these lines is a perfectly ac- 
curate one — ^they are white or cream-coloured ait 
orer— but have their hoofs^ and h(»Tis/and eyes, 
g( the most dazzling jet. The fierceness of the 
race, however, would seem to have entirely eva» 
porated in the progress of so many ages, fi^ tte 
wh(de of the herd lay perfectly quiet while Dr 
C— , Mr S — — , and I passed through the 
midst of them. I wonder some of our nobiUtjif 
do not endeavour to transplant a little of tb»^ 
fine stock into our parks. It is by far the most 
beautiful breed of cattle I ever saw — ^indeed, Jt 
bears all the marks of being the nervcms ori^al 
from which the other species have descended, 
taking different varieties of corruption into their 
forms, firom the different kinds of less cong^^n^ 
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iMil to which their babitafciiHi has beenrtraaisfer'- 
red. But perhaps the Duke of Hamilton and 
Lord Tankerville, (for they are the only nohle*- 
men who are in possession of this breed,) may be 
very unwilling to render it more common than 
it is. I hope if it be so, they themselves, at least, 
will take good care to keep free from all conta- 
mination this " heritage of the woods." 

The view we had from these heights, of the 
whole valley, or strath^ or trough of the Clyde 
upwards, is by far the richest thing I have yet 
seen north of the Tweed, This is the Hereford- 
shire of Scotland, and the whole of the banks of 
the river are covered with the most luxurimit 
orchards. Besides, there is a succession of very 
bieautiful gentlemen's seats all the way along-^ 
s6 that the country has the appearance of one 
continued garden. 

We dined quietly at Hamilton, and returned 
to Glasgow in the cool of the evi^ning. There 
is absolutely no night here at present, for the 
red gleams of day are always to be seen over 
the east before the west has lost the yellow tin- 
. ges of the preceding sun-set. I sometimes laugh 
not a little when I reflect on the storites we used 
to be treated with long ago, about the cbillness 
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and sterility of the L«and of Cakes, sojourning, 
as I now am, among some of tiie finest soeneiy; 
and under one of the most serene and lovely hea- 
vens, I ever saw in the whole course of my wan- 
derings. 

P.M. 
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LETTER LXXV. 



TO THE SAME. 



1 SPENT the Friday of last week very pleasantly^ 
at — — Hill, the villa of one of my (Glasgow ac- 
quaintances, situated a few miles to the north of 
that city. In the course of talk after dinner, 
when I had been enlarging on the pleasures I 
had received from hearing Dr Chalmers preach, 
and, altogether, from observing the religious 
state of the peasantry in this part of the world, 
a gentleman who was present, asked me. If I 
had ever yet been present at the giving of the 
Sacrament in a country kirk in Scotland ? and 
on my replying in the negative, expressed some 
wonder that my curiosity should not already 
have led me to witness, with my own eyes, that^ 
singular exhibition of the national modes of 
thinking and fi^eling in regard to such subjects. 
I allowed that it was strange I should not have 
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thought of it sooner, and assured hitn, that it 
was ti thing I had often had in my mind before 
I set out on my journey, to enquire what the 
true nature of that scene might be, and how 
&r the description, given in the Holy Fair of 
Bums, mi^t be a correct one. He told me, that 
without question, many occurrences of a some* 
what ludicrous nature sometimes take place at 
these Sacraments ; but that the vigorous, but 
somewhat coarse pencil, of the Scottish bard, 
had even, in regard to these, entirely tnrexttep^ 
ped the modesty of nature, wMle he had alto^ 
getber omitted to do any manner of jitttioe to 
tlie far di£ferait elements which enter mfoit 
largely into the genend cdmpositk>6 of the ^e- 
ttiire-^adding, too, that this omission was -th^ 
more remarkable, considering with whtri; deep 
Mi fervtot sympathy the poet had idittded; in 
^ The Cotter's Saturday Night/' bnd many others 
of his compositions, to the very sbme ^m^l»fai 
exertlAg their eoergies.in a less conspiduousmtafe 
iter. While we were yet conversing 6n this suh^ 
j^ist, there arrived a young ^ergyman, a 'Afr 
P-i — , a v^y i^eeable and modest' ]^er9^» 
who, on understitfidiAg what We Were tulkiflg 
of,iBaid, That the safest aiid sfac»*test way fir the 
strangec Was to go and see the thiAg; he iisa- 
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iSfel& he added, was so &r oB;his iray to assist at 
tjhis Very cer&nony^ at a pmish some ten sodks 
jpfii and nothing could give him greater pleasure 
^shaa taking me. with bkn. You may be auie I 
%teceded to his proposal with great good will, and 
.Hiiffeied to takd him to the field of actipci in mf 
^BJhBiicUydan. He be&dtated a little about th^ 
•{aropriety of d^ening his mardi till the Svaday 
vHKHTiiikg, but soon allowed himself to be over^ 
^eissuaded by the kindness of our host, who alio 
•d^enfoined' to make one of the party. 
; Accordingly, at an early hour on the Sunday 
movnin^ we mounted,. and took the highway to 
|heiChu(rcb of r^ — , for it was t^ere the Saenih 
m^t was to: be giyen. As we went along, Mr 
l?r — !- prepared me for what I was about to wifr- 
iieai> bytell^gme, that according to the praCr 
tice observed in the Scottish kirk, the ^Eni^aaABk 
is d&strilMited, in general, only <Hice, and never 
niore than twice, at any one ptace in the course 
of the year. In the country parishes^ there, is 
rarely more than one such festival ; and the w^y 
in which the pi^epirations for it are conducted* 
are ;su^aient to tender it a yeiy remarkably 
feature in the year of the rural parishioneirs^ 
Before aiiy young person is admitted tp be a 
pactuker in the* Sacrament, it is> nece^sai^ to .un- 
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dergo, in preface of the miiustec^ ayery 8||ict 
examination touching all the doctrinea of the 
Churdi ; and, in particular, to be able to shew,« 
thorough acquaintance with the Bible in all iti 
parts. Now, the custom of the country requirii 
that at acertain age the Sacrament should betakf «, 
otherwise, a very great loss of character must ac- 
crue to the delinquent ; so that to prepare them- 
{Selves l^ reading and attentive listening to what 
is said from the pulpit for undergoing this exa- 
mination, forms universally a great point of ain- 
bition among the young peasants of both sexes ; 
and the first occasion on which they are to be 
permitted to approach the Altiu*, is regarded.by 
them with feelings somewhat akin to those with 
which the youth of Old Rome oontemplated the 
laying aside of the Pra^exta, an^ asaumptiim ^f 
the Tcga Virilu. Never, surely, can the vanity 
of our nature be taught to exert itself in a more 
QseAil manner ; for the attainment of knowledge, 
ttid the preservation of moral purity, are alike 
necessary to the accomplishment of the young 
Scottish peasant's desire, — and the object of bia 
desire is, moreover, in itself the discharge of ^le 
of the most elevating and affecting of all die do* 
ties whidi our holy religion has enjoined. 
The preliminary examinations of the yoofif 
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^^iffiArrifc^nts'Mng over,' the first ^art 3f 'tl^ 
morfe public preparatiotts comtnehces oil tire 

¥iiui^day preceding the Sunday on wHich tt6 ife^ 
fc'ramienf is to be given. That day is denottiiriat^ 
iJi^ day qfjasting and humiliation, and is still/ al 

''Mr ^ ^ said/ observed in tlie way which the 
letter of that designation would imply, by riot a 
few bif the more elderly and strict of the gobd 
people. By all it is observed with a measure of 
soleiimit/, at least equal to that which usually 
cnaractensds a Scbttish Sabbath, and two sermon? 

' are preached, thq tone bf whicli,'frbin immemorial 
feust'om, is pitched in such a way as to favour 
ftU humility and prostration of spirit oh the pari 
of those who hear it. Tlie f'iSday is allowed t<* 
intervene without any public worship, but on Sa 
tuffday agiaih Ijie cliurch-doors are thrbwri open, 
«(ii3 two more setmons are addressed to the peo- 
ple, the strain of which, in compliance with ciis- 

' tom equally ancient and venerable, is of a more 
cheering and consolatory nature. These sermons 

'are preached by different frieniiis of the clergV- 
irian in whose church, the sacrament is to take 
place^ 4 cojisiderable number of whom are in use 
to be congregated in his Manse on this occasion, 
ready to assist him in eveiry way with their a3- 
'vice tod support in the conduct t>f the importeint 
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scene over which it is his business to presidi^. 
The presence of these clergymen at the place in 
question, renders it necessary in most cases that 
their own churches should be left without service 
for that day : and this, taken together with the ra- 
rity of the spectacle, and the high interest which 
the Scottish peasantry take in all mariner of re- 
ligious services and institutions, is enough to ac- 
count for the enormous conflux of people which 
pours from every parish of the surrounding dis- 
tricts to the church where the sacrament is'to be 
dispensed, on the morning of the Sunday. Tt is 
not tobedenied, however, said my friend, that the 
very drcumstanceof the greatness of this religious 
conflux is sufiident to draw into its v6rte*,an 
abundant mixture of persons, whose motives are 
anything rather than motives of a devotional tte- 
jacter. The idle lads and lasses all over the coun- 
try, think it a fine occasion of meeting togetli^r, 
^nd come to every sacrament in their vicinity as 
.regularly as the most pious of their seniors. Nay, 
to such a pitch of regularity has this l)een carri^ 
;that it'is no uncommon thing for servants'when 
they are being hired, to stipulate for permission 
to attend at so many sacraments — or, as they style 
them in their 'way^^oceaw^ns: exactly as -is ejbse- 
where customaiy in regard to fairs and wakei; 
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^nd from this circumstance, perbaps» as mucli as 
j&om anything that ordinarily occurs at these sa- 
craments, the Poet of Ayrshire took the hinit of 
his malicious nick-name.* 

When we came within a few miles of j ! ■■ • ' , 
the greatness of the conflux, of whose composi- 
tion I had been receiving some aocount, was 
abundantly apparent The road along which we 
passed, was absolutely swarming with country 
people all bound for the same place, whatever 
differences there might be in their errands thi- 
ther. Some of them cast enquiring glances at my 
worthy friend in black, as if desirous to know why 
he came among theni in so unusual a kind of ve- 
hicle, afld still more, if I mistook not their &ces, 
what might be the character and purpose dP his 
unknown companion. For my part, I was busy 
•^-contemplating the different groiipes,^ some- 
times as a painter, som^time$ as a metaphyaidan. 
Tfaemodes of progression exemplified ^ound me. 
were threefold, viz. — l«o. in carts ;,2db. on hwse^- 
back ; Stio. by the expedient which a certain pro- 
fi>und lawyer has denominated no/ifra/ trweHing^ 



^1 li^Te heard thiU the bargain sometimes \b\ ** one sacra* 
nHKH^ or Jtwa falri*'-^which shewi.where the prtdilection Uqs. 
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{fier^iralio mnptex^ being that wb|^ the wk* 
dom of Nature (in order to check the e'xorbitant 
ayarice of inn-^keepers and hostlers) has made 
common to the whole human species. The carts 
were in general crowded with female^ wrapt in 
htfge cloaks of duffle grey^ or bright scarlet, 
which last might, perhaps, on this occaision, b? 
considered as emblematical of their sins. In it- 
self; however, it is without question not only a 
comfortable, but a very picturesque^ and even 
graceful integument ; and I thought I could 
perceive, by the style in which its folds were «- 
ranged, that some of the youdger matrons were 
not quite careless of its capacities for fascination.' 
As for the unwedded damselis who sat foy theii' 
aides, they were arrayed in their, gayest attire of 
ribbons and top-knots, aixd retained still inore 
visibly a certain air of coquetry, which shewed 
that the idea of flirtation had not been astirely 
expelled from their fancies by the solemn charac* 
ter of the day, and their destination. The elder 
ones exhibited a more demure fashicxi of counte-* 
tuoice, and nodded their head^ veiy^ solemnly in 
unison, as the cai't-wheels jolted over the rough 
stones of their path. A bottle or two, and a bas- 
ket of provisions, generally occupied the ^^pe 
at their feet ; and the driver of the vehide wa« \ 
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ivpst cotnmQQly some liqt-haired boy, Ml of 
fpjBiy life and .vigour, but evidently a loather of 
the Shorter Catechism, and all manner of spi* 
ritual cross-questioning—- one, no doubts ex* 
tremely desirous of liberty of conscience. I ob* 
served one little fellow in particular, Who, iX* 
though he stared u» in the face» seemed little in*% 
clined to recognize, by any gesture of reverence, 
the saqred fUnction of my friend in the shandry* 
dan. But this omission could not escape the no* 
tice of his. grim wrinkled grandmother in the 
corner of the cart, who forthwith admonished 
^9: youngster to be more, coutteous in his de- 
njeanoui^ by a hearty thump over the elbow, 
with her ponderous psalm-book — a suggeiti^Hi, 
however, to which the urchin relied only 1^ 
pulling his Ibonnet down more sulkily than ever 
over his freckled browg. This cart style of tra- 
velling seemed to be adopted chiefly by large, 
families, a whole mighty household being sotne^ 
times crammed together in a way that wmt 
have {H'ecluded all pos^biliiy of sobar reflection 
during their journey. On the other hand^ Bpme 
of those unfortunate couples whose unioH had. 
not been blessed with any progeny, might be 
seen ridii^ double on horseback, and thia^ ma* 
king their way tj^rough the crowd with mxxpe 
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eelat thdn aiiy otfier person,— ^the afTectibnate 
house-wife keeping her arm firm locked around 
the waist of her faithful John. A jcrfly, youngs 
new-mairied fiirmer, might be found here and 
there, capering lightly along in like fashion, 
with his blooming bride behind him: But the 
class of pedestrian pilgrims was by far the tnbst 
iiumerous, comprehending everj^ variety of pdr-^ 
sons, from the blue-bonnetted Patriarch, trud* 
giflg slowly with his tall staff in his hand, and 
never for a moment lifting his sdenin eyes from 
1^6 dust whi6h his feet set in motion, to the' 
cai^eless fthepherd-boy, peeling a tlvig from: the 
bedg6> arid in jeopardy every rio^ and tllen iof 
drawing some heavier wand about his ears* by 
bti^aking forth into a whistle, — a sound, than 
l^hicb, when heard on a Sabbath-day. th^re c^n 
be no greater abomination to the tympanutri of 
a Scottish pteasaht, niale 6t female, but above' 
all the latter. 

On reaching the village, we found the church- 
bell had riot yet b^gun to rittg, but a suf&^l^t 
riuriiber had already arrived to fill cdiiipletely 
th* churcb-ykrdj and a cbrisiderable padrt df a 
gikss field immediately adjoining. At the loW- 
er'extremity of this field, a Iribveable soft of piil- 
^t— (it is aJled a 7'^/)-7^had been erected,^^ 
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£-001 which, as Mr P ■ * * told me, those of the 
people who could not be accommodated in the 
Jkirk itself,' werp, throughout the whole of the 
day, to be addressed in succession, by some of 
the ministers who had come to assist the clergy- 
man «f the place. A beautifully clear little burn 
ran rippling along the side both of the church- 
yard and the field ; and on the green turf of its 
banks 1 saw the country maidens who had come 
a-rfoot seat themselves immediately oh t}xeir ftr- 
rival, and begin dipping their hands an4 th^ir 
feet into its refreshing stream. It is the univer- 
sal custom of the females in this quarter to walk 
their journeys bare-footed ; and even in coming 

, to church, with all their finery in other respects, 

J;hey do not depart from this custom. £lach dam« 
sel, however, carries in her hand a pair of snqw- 

. white stockings, and shoes, and these they were 
now preparing themselves to put on, by the ablu- 
tions I witnessed. It was a fine picturesque thing 
to see them laying aside their bonnets, and arrah- 
ginjg their glossy ringlefts into the most becoming 

, attitudes, by help of the same mirror in which 
bur first mother beheld the reflection of her own 
lovely form in Paradise. Among them many 
were extremely well-favoured ; and some of them 
displayed limbs as elegantly shaped as were thoae 
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whk)i . the charmJ^ JDlcxrqtbeii oxbtba^ted ^m |i 
Bkpilar method to the enijapture4'.g»«^ of Dcni 
Quixote. There wa& a s^eet Arcfl^n $|]|l|pl|ei^ 
in this untutored toilette; and the silence ifa 
which it was perfonnedf atdded npt; a Httle .toite 
air of artles$ne$s, for eachdamselsartl^y h^qra^sr?^ 
not a sound was h^rd neaif thepi but:thj9- chiip»- 
ing of the birds that hoppi^. to and ftp ami4>g H^ 
hawthorn bushes^ — notes scar<:ely ob^ifved:efi 
any oti^^ day in Hf^ T^eel^^ bu^ hef^d; <i§$Ay 
and distinctly at all |:imef amidsjb th^ if^jf^v^i^ 
st^^ne^ t)^t pervades tihea^tn^^a^pliieipe oCifir ^l^ 
bath-^ay m 3<?ptlw4. 

My friend, however, seemed to thin^ thfyt. I 
was spending, rather too inuch ti^ie i^eop^et?^ 
plating these beautiful creatmres^ so I perfi^it^ 
hini to guide my steps toward the gal^^f 1^ 
church-yard At each side of this gate^ w^a)^^ 
reaoty disawn up a considerable band cff the toy-! . 
Elders of the lurk, whose 4uty it i^ to. pieceiveti^ 
cSerwgf of those who ent^^r and; U> supetinfcend 
0ie distribiition of them among the pow. Qp« 
posite to each of the groupes stood a tall; thcee- 
legged stopl covered with a very white napi^ui^rq 
on the top of which was laid the flat p^)vter d^h - 
intended for the reception of the a^mi^<. These 
Eld^s were a most interesting set of {i^nsioi^s^ andi 
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I believe I could have studied their solemn phy- 
«iqgiU>t]Aie$ as l6i1g as I faiid done those of the 
young Ym$A. beauties at the bum-side. I regard- 
ed them as tHe elite ofthisfpibus peasantry, men 
selected to discharge thtee functions on account 
pf Ae elK^niplary pi?opriety and purity of their 
long lives spent among the same people, over 
wham they were now raised to some priest^like 
{neasure of authority. Some among them tfrere 
vety old men, with fine hoary ringlets floating 
half-way down their baoki$ — arrayed in suits, of 
bladc> the venerably aintique outlines of which 
shewed manifestly bow long they bad been n^d- 
ed, and how car^Uy they had been preserved 
fw these rare occasions of solemnity— the only 
cx^cieions, I. imagine, c^ which they are worn. 
The heads of these were Very comfortably feover- 
ed with the old flat blue-boi^et, whidi throws a 
deep and dark shdKow ov^r the half of the corni- 
tetfailce. Obbers^^ who had not yet attained to 
such: veii^able yeairs, had adopted the more re- 
cent fashion of hats, and one could see moreeasi^ 
ly beneath theil' scantier mtogins the keen and 
piercing eyes with which these surveyed every 
person as he pasbed — Scrutinizing with a dra- 
goit-like glance the q^£i<)tum of. hi» contribu* 
tioh to the heap df guarded topper before them. 
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As for passing theu: capacious plates without put- 
ting in something, that is a thing qf whidi the 
meanest Scottish peasant, that supports himself 
by the labour of his hands^ would never dream 
for a moment To be obUged to enter the house 
of Gkid empty-handed, is tb? very hardest item 
which enters into the iron lot of their parish pau* 
pers — ajad of these paupers there are so few4n 
sudi rural places as this, that they scarcely need 
be talked of as fiimishing. an exception. to. |he 
general rule. Even the youngest children who 
came, and I saw many who could do Uttleii;n9re 
than tolta* oil their little legs^-r-would think dt 
dyike a 9111 <and- a shanie to put' no offering i^ito 
the Eldeis* plate. And yet there was no siqall 
degree .of. sQlf-importanq^ I, thought, ijgu t^e$qii^ 
in which some of these little creatures dropped 
their balf-{>6nce ypon the board — ^not hiding their 
ctpidkstick under a bushel, Imt ringing mptal 
against metal as ii^udly as they could, in ord^kd 
attract the notice of the $taid superintenders of 
the collection, By and bye» t^e Minista*;andhis 
assistants came down the hill from the Manse, he 
being dlstinguii^hed J&om th^ rest.by his Gei^jp 
cloak, whOe they wore no-badge of their. offipe 
but their haods. They were prece49d by the 
beadle of the kirk, carrying with (difficulty (for 
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he was very ancient) a huge folio Bible clothed 
in black skiri, and a psaltn-bobk of corresponding 
dimensioils. As the clerical groupe passed the 
Elders, a scene of cordial greeting occurt-ed which 
it was delightful lo witness— 4ill shaking hands 
as they passed with those old irien, and receiving 
fro m them looks and Words of encouragement, as 
if to support and sustain them during the ap- 
proaching exertions of the day. The minister of 
the place was a singularly primitive figure, with 
a long pale face, in which- it was easy to trace the 
Workings of anxious meditation, and eyes which, 
I suspectt*d j had not been closed during the pre- 
ceding night; His friends were about six in num- 
bfer, and most of theni younger rtieh than hin!isd{l 
^^nd they all entered the church along with him 
sAve'one, who took the way to the Tent, th*e to^ 
commence the service out of doors at the same 
itioment When it should be commenced within. 

Mr P- ' introduced me to thi^ minister's wife, 

who made heir appearance almoist immediately af* 
terwards— a seemly matron, who received me 
with inifinite kindness in her way, and conducted 
me to hei- pew. When we entered, the old men 
were all sitting in the church with their bonriets 
on, and they did hot uncover themselves until 
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the minister began to read aloud the psalm— 
which was then sung, in a style of earnestness 
that was at least abundantly impressive, by them 
all — ^not one voice in the whole congregation^ I 
firmly believe,, being silent. 

The impression which I first received fi-om 
hearing the singing in the Scottish churches was 
by no means an agreeable one, at least in regard 
to musical effect. After the psalm has been read 
by the clergyman, (which ijs often extremely wdl 
done) no solemn instrumental symphony opens 
the concert with that sure and exact harmony 
which proceeds from an organ, but a solitary 
derk, (diey call hixa precentor ,) who is common-, 
lya grotesque enough figure^ utters the first notes 
of the tune ina way that is extremely mechanical: 
and disagreeable. The rest of the congregation ha- 
ving heard one line sung to an end, afid having asr , 
certbined the pitch, then strike in« Mostofth^Ki 
sing the air in unison with the precentor, without 
atteibptitig to take any other part, or to form con- 
cords* This is certainly the safest way for thetn,, 
but ev^ among those wh^ sing aldng with the . 
derk, thare are gmerally so many with bad ears,, . 
that the effeict on the whole is dissonant To in- ^ 
troduce organs into the Scottish churches^ haa 
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been pro|KMed at different times by some (^ the 
iiergymehy but the majority both of clergy and 
laity have always disapproved of that innovation. 
I have not heard what was the nature of the ar- 
guments employed against it ; but I can easUy 
understand that the aversion might not be in all 
cases the result c^ mere inconsiderate bigotry or 
blind prejudice* The modes of public worship 
are nlatters of such solemn usage, that tiiey sel- 
dom undergo any sober, considerate, or. partial 
alterations. They are left untoudied, except in 
times when the passions of mankind are very 
deeply and terribly stirred, or when great revo- 
lutiohs of opinion take place— and ihen tisiey are 
changed with a mad and headlong zeal-*-and 
cartainly there would be something very like 
indecent quackery, in rashly shifting about the 
forms of worshipping God, according to the mu- 
table tastes of each successive generation. 

The prayers and sermon of the old minister 
were veiy good in their style, but I waited witii 
greater curiosity to witness the Scottish method ^ 
e£ distributing the sacred symbols of the day. 
I used the word altar — but this you would easi- 
ly see was a lapsus. They have no altar in the 
ehurehesdf Sc6tland-^4md, indeed, you know we 
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ha4 no altars^ such as we have them now^ m^ 
east end of the ehut^es in England^ till tiiat 
fashion was brought back by Archbishc^ JLaud. 
Here the sacramental symbols were set foithat 
the upper iextr^mity ^ a long table,. ooireEe4 
with a white cloth, which extended the whcl^ 
lengtii of the church, from the pulpitvto the 
gate* At the head of this t&ble, around whidi 
As many were already seated as it could at once 
accommodate, the mini;ster of the place took his 
seat also; after his sermon was concluded,. and 
he had read aloud several c4iapters of the Bibli^ 
which are pointed out for this purpose in the 
Directory of the Scottish Church, as containing 
words suitable to the occasicni — ^words of aKou^ 
ragement to the worthy, and of warning to die 
;»resamptuoi]8 communicant. He then craveda 
blessing, and having broken a single piece ^ 
bread, and given of it to those immediately be* 
side him, large loaves, cat into slices, were carried 
around the table, and distributed to all who sat «t; 
it by two or three of the lay^elders. The cup, in 
like manner, was sent round shortly after wands--^ 
and. during the time whidi elapsed in the distri* 
bution of these symbols, the minister ddivercpl^ 
address to.those.who were partaking ki.them-^ 
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mi aAdreto which I think imd mudli better be 
spBlted — for slknce surely is the only proper ac- 
compamment to so awful a solemnity,-^but irt 
which; notwithstanding/ he displayed a noble 
warmth and tenderness of feelings whidi seem- 
ed to produce a very powerful effect upon those 
f^ whom it was intended, and which could not 
fkil to excite a feeling o( much respect "for the 
person by whom it was delivered. 

After the address wfts terminated, those who 
bad been its immediate objects withdrew, ai^ 
left f heir seats free for the occupation of anotfaa: 
cjbmpany, and so in the same mtoner did cotn-^ 
pahy succeed company throughout the whole of 
the day-"— minister succeeding minister in the 
doty of addi^essing them,— -^whieh is called in ih&it 
language serving the tables. Without pretend^ 
ing to approve of this method so much as of our- 
own— nay, without attempting td 'disguise my. 
opinion, that it is in mimy respects a highly im« 
proper method-^t would be in ymx for me to 
deny that there was something extremely afibct* 
ing eVen ih its extxeme simpHoity, and still moii^ 
so^^iiy the deep and ovei^whelming seriousness 
i#Ki^ seeifned to fill the spirits of the partakers. 
IHhave freldom been present at any scene so im* 

11 
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imssive ; but I think the effect olT the wlkdcf M 
xnuth weakened hj the length of time to whidl 
the service is protracted. 

Oat of doors, in the meandme, there was' tor- 
ried on, in all \he alehouses of the village, Mid ki 
many of the neighbouring fields, a scene of a 
very different nature. After sitting for an hour 
or two, I walked out to breathe the fresh air, and 
in passing through the place, was quite scanda- 
lized to find such a deal of racketting and mirth 
going on so near the celebratiot) of such a cere- 
mony, regarded and conducted by those engaged 
in it with a feeling of reverence so profound and 
exemplary. Here, indeed. I doubt not, migiit 
not a little of what Bums has desoibed be found 
going on among the thoughtless and unworthy 
letters, who had flocked from every part of the sur- 
rounding country to be present at the sac^^ndent 

cif Mr . I was overtaken in my walk by a 

little girl, whom the minister's wife had sent af« 
ter me to invite me to come and refresh miyee^ 
in the Manse. I went accordingly, and partook 
of a huge round of beef, which seemed to be in- 
tended to satisfy half the congregation, and then, 
at the request of my hostess, resumed my walk 
in her garden. — *' Do not be seen strolling about 
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the toon/' said she ; '' there*s eneugh o' ill exam- 
ine without a friend o' Mr P 's coming out 

of the Manse to set it to them. If ye will walk 
on the Sabbath — walk where naebody will see 
you." 






> ... 
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LETTER LXXVfc . J ^dt 

TO THE •SAME. ■ ^ ^^\, -^ tWt 

But tJie cotiGluding eveidiig sce&e WM.fitli^^*^ 
out doubt by &r the most ii»pf«site* of ^fthpi^ 
whole. I have told you that a i^t hed'iieaii^ 
erected at the foot of the chufdi-yflffd, aoi Aatf (^ 
from it different^ ministers preached to tibe^tinA»>' 
titude which overflowed after the cbareh itsdf ^' 
was filled, during the wlu^ of the day : ^Ht now^^ 
after the sacrament had been diiq>ensed to alt 
who were admitted to that pri vilqge^ the kirk 
was shut up» and the whole c^ the tfaoosaiids^ ' 
who had assembled, were summcmed to hear^oiae 
parting sermon at the t^it together. Tfa^^* 
nister^s wife and I came down the IM ftoM Aib ^ 
Manse just as this part of the service wafer^ab^ft^- 
to contunence, and ere we had come within'ls^ht' ' 
of the place, the scHinds of the peqpamto^piafaBi ^ 
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ihej were ftll singing together, came to us waft- 
ed over the intervening bean-fields on a gale 
of perfume, and softened into the balmieidt me- 
lody by the space over which they traveUed, in 
the rich stillness of the evening air. 

There could not be a finer sight than'^that 
which presented itself to u» when we came to 
the brink of the kstvine which ova:'hung, on the 
one side, the rustic amphitheatre now filled by 
this mighty congregpitkm. AU up the face of the 
opposite hill, which swept in a gentile curve be- 
UmtiMi'^ibe little brodc I have menlioaed fiow- 
ii^ii)tighily>between in the gleam ef sonset, — 
tfaeMft l^f of those^jlmple sepnkl»res riiiing TO 
alMteifow, asd tbe little flat t^b stones scat- 
teiiei ra0Me sparingly among themi» vmre covered 
w^tinc! naitoy dUstw of tiietetening peasantry. 
Near.td the teixt on dne side were drawn up some 
of'the carriages of the heig^boftrii^ gentry, in 
wttieh, the borse& being taken away, the aneient 
ladies were seen sitting protected fix)m thj3 dews 
of the twi%ht-^wfaiie the younger one» oecu« 
pied pkces on the turf ia»aediately below them. 
Close m front of the ]Mfea(^er, the very eldest i»f 
thie.paoi^e seeHied to be arranged togeth», maet 
of .them sitting on stools brought for tbem by 
thdf id^dwu Sepm the i41hge^yet firesh. and ' 
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UBweari^ after all the fatigues of tl^ d^« siijf^f 
datermined not to go away while any p^rt of it;9 
services remained to be perfoiciiied* Th^ .e^ct 
i^^bers of those asietnlj^ed I canpot gues8» l^i^t 
I am sure they must hi^ve fnaaounted to veiy. 
qaaay thoiisand& IS^e^ther you. nor I» I sm con-. 
Qdenty ever beheld a, cx)ngrega4;ion of the fQUtth 
of the extent engaged together in the worship of 
their Maker. . 

, Tl^e number w^ enough of itself, to readei^ 
the sc^ne a very intere^tiqg ofte ; hilt the moff^ 
nearly I examined ;their QQunt^ance^^ the moce 
deeply was ,1 impressed with, a senile of re^qt- 
ful i^mpathy f<^ the f^etingis qf those who cogei* 
pp$ed the multitude. A solemn devotion wal 
imprinted on every downcast eyelid and trem^. 
bling lip around me— rtheic attitudes wera as 
solemn as their oountenanQes-^-oneh having his 
arms fdided in his shepherd'a eloak»-<ii: leaning 
in pensive repose up^ one of those grassy swells^ 
b^ieath whichi 

£ach in his narrow tomb for ever laid, 
Tim ttid«.f<^eMbttr(i #P th^ bamfet dee^. 

Here and there 1 could {>erceive some hoary 
patriarch of the valley sitting in such a posture , 
as this^ with the old jj^artner of h|s life beside^^ 
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him; and beiow and around iiim kwo or three 
generations of his descendants, all animg^d H^ 
eording to their age and prc^flnqiifty-«^e an-, 
dent saint contemplating, the groupe ever tmd 
anon with a sad serenity ^^-^thinking, I suppose^ 
how nhlikeiy it was he should hve long enough 
to find himself again surrounded with them sikl 
on another recurrence of the same solenmity of 
the Midsummer. Near them might be seen per* 
haps a pair of rural lovers, yet unwedded, sit* 
ting hand in hand together upon the same plaid 
hi the shadow of somef taH tomb-stone, theij^ 
silent unbreathed vows gathering power more 
great than words could have given them from 
the eternal sanctities of the surrounding scene. 
The innocent feelings of filial affection and stm« 
pie love cannot disturb the feelings of devotion, 
but mingle well in the same bosaom with its 
higher flames, and blend all together into one 
eoflened and reposing confidence, alike favour- 
able to the happiness of earth and heav^i. There 
was a sober sublimity of calmness in ^he whdb 
atmosphere around — ^the sky was pure and nn* 
clouded over head, and in the west only a few 
small fleecy clouds floated in richest hues of gi^Ad 
and crimson, caught from the sbw farewell ra- 
diaiice of the broad declining sun. The shadows 
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cif tiie little ditM^ wai ite tonibstonefl^Is^SwBBd 
long projected ovier the multkode^ anitffeqaMS^ 
here and there the glowing colours of thpof/f^- 
ments into a more mellow beauty. ^ All wasr^lme- 
ly and silent around the i^cirts of the aaaecpfals^ 
•^unless where some wandenng faeifeiiiiiighk^fae 
seen gazing for a moment upon th^'imwofdxd 
multitude, and dien bounding away '^ght^^smd 
buoyant across the - daisied herbage into' eonae 
more sequestered browsing-plaoe. ^ •< 'j» rM 
In surveying these pioiis groyp^es/ 1 beuldnK|t 
help turning my reflections once i^aki iipon^fe 
intelleetual enc^rgies of the natii^nr to Hiirbiifr &t^ 
belong, and of whose p«cuH» spirit sueh a^peait 
ing example lay before me. It is in 7ustie<fl|- 
semblages like these that the true diaraotaristiis 
of every raoe^of men are most pa^>aUy imd em- 
spieuously displayed, and it is there thait we can 
best see in multiplied instances the natttmlgert&s 
of that Which, under ihe inlbence of culture, as- 
sumes a prouder character, and blossoms into the 
animatmg soul and spirit of a national ttteratUR. 
The mdte I see of the intemd life ;aMl peculiar 
manners of tbk people, the more 4m VtmiyilSk 
there dimild not be a greater number o€f)eiMiis 
in Scotland sufficiently educated to ^eu^ter iHtb 
the true feeling of litemry ivorbs-^to ast to inflit- 
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ijfliiH^ly their modes of tUnkkig, thetone^tlie 
yfiomfosiimns prpduoed among tbein-'-«H9o^ by fur- 
nififiing Tdsponfles aeoording to thdr united kn- 
pieissioiis^ to keep nen <^. genius true to the tadc 
Q^iilcpwssiiigtthe mind and intellect of their na- 
^cUsi^ and of jfeoording all its noble, dictates of 
bntnepteuliar sentiment. 
' ' <^}b person^ who considers circumstances with 
'aH'8tt^itrve'e3Fe,<can suppose that the.Scots have 
steady run their liteiary career. The intdleetual 
power of the na:tioa has never yet been strongly 
lient^ipoii: exploring what is peculiar, to itsdf ; 
and^ tintil titke time of Walter Scott, almost all its 
meiiroftdent^ who had education, expended their 
powiars in modes ^comporition which wece ne- 
^er 'meant to have any rdationdiip with the na- 
1i*re testes of thdr country^ IfBumshadfimned 
Ins mmd among them^ he would perhaps have left 
all his native thoughts behind him^ and gone to 
write tragedies for a London Theatre, in imita- 
tibn of Otway or Bowe — ^in which case> I think 
lb more-tfaan probable we should never have heard 
much about the £vine geniiM of the Ploughman. 
/The Scottish tal^it for ratiocination -has ahready 
<^heeii splendidly displayed; but mere reason, 
clilie maHiemalacs or chemistry, is in all cpimtries 
ttofe jSame*^tha^ is no peculiar triumph in its 
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p6$seman or itn reaults* DaVid HiiAe 9pea^% 
great proportion <^ his earUer years in France^ 
and carried on all his stu^ea there just as sue- 
oesrfuUy as he could have dwe at home* Bu^ 
poetry, imagination, £Macy, aei>liiaient» art, pltt-. 
losopUcal belief, whatever comes frcnn the mtlf 
r-^these are things in which every nation dis- 
plays a character of its own, and which it con- 
sequently requires a separate and peculiar lite- 
rature to express and embody; but thefSeare 
things in which Scotland has not yet fJOKrmed any 
school of its own-^ which, in oth^r woid^ it has 
not yet cultivated upon principles 6u|Scien% 
profound, or with enthusiasm suificiehtjly con<» 
eentrated. If the natioml attention were more 
systematically directed towards tbete lyings, men 
of talent would have a definite object to aim at 
«e^they would seldom be led to exi^^ise their 
powers in mistaken or unprintable directions, 
and be seldom exposed to suffering the oba^prin 
of failing to excite the interest of a public,^ which, 
in. the very midst of its indifTerenoe, admits th^ir 
ability. Neither^^^ were such the cas^, would the 
peculiar vemis of national thought be any l<mger 
left to.bie embodied in compositions writt^^, 
like tibose of Biu)is, in the dialect of the lower 

damsel. The hare circumstancse of the^^ qompot-. 

I? 
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flUimlfl faemg jU> written/ impMes tb4t they mu^ 
btt' confined to a Hmited range of thought ; bQt, 
had the sentiments they express such treatment 
as they deserve, they might be invested in the 
"Tery highest and purest of forms, and applied, I 
HQithifig ^estion, to adorn and enrich the most 
varied itod boundless fields of conception, 
f Yqu will laughs toy dear friend, when I tdl 
you what one of my diief thoughts was while 
surveying these crowds of listeners. I looked 
over them, and scanned every individual atten* : 
tively, to^sefe if I could trace any countenance re^ 
sembling that of Burns. The assembly around 
me might be considered as the very audience he 
addressed ; and I understood every trait in his 
wcitingtt ten times better, from the conscious- 
n^s of being among ^etn. Ifelt from the bot- 
tom of my soul tbe Iweet throes of tenderness 
with which he spake to them of all that filled 
up their existence, and produced the chequered 
spectacle of its hopes and fears ; and I recollect- 
ed, with a new delight, the exquisite touches of 
humonr and &in<;y by which he took hold of and 
sported with their imaginations*, t said to my- 
self — No dull and hopeless clods of earth are here, 
bat men, who, m the midst of the toils arid hard- ' 
ships of the life <rf husbandmen arid shephettk,. 



Digitized by 



Google 



990 COUNTRY SACBAMSNT. 

are coDtmuaUy ^periendog all that variety .gf 
mental impsesaions which, is to be.foundJya tbf 
poetry of Ramsay and Burns. The. sprjlghtly' 
rustic flute of old Allan utters only melodies si- 
milar to those which the real every-day life: of 
these good folks oopiou£fly supfdiiesr-Hwh^e/j^ 
soiled and tatta?ed leaves of the ffsmd^ the t^ir 
detf the inimitaUe bsffd of Coila^ ^aced on some 
i^lf ill erety cottage, perhaps beside i^>l»tY<|f 
looking-glass, reflect, like it, true though broktn 
anatehes of the common scenes and transactions 
of the interior. The deep^tcmed Mantuan^ when 
he wished to draw out the moral interest of ^a 
nii^ life* was obliged to ccmtrast its sereine and 
peaceal^e enjoymenta with, the more vaiti;irous 
ooeupatioBs, and the peirpetual anicietiea of 
Rome. He [«:obaUy did not thinjk that tibe lives 
of Italian husbandmen had sufiicient d^raeter, 
or pequliar meaning, to make them much worthy 
of being pryed into. 

Quos rami fructus, quos ipsa volentia rura 
l^onte ttdere sua, carpsit ; nee ferrea jura, 
In^tnumque forum, aut popult tabularia vtdit 
SoUicitant alii remis freta caeca, ruuntque 
In ferrum, penetrant aulas et limina Regum, &c. 

But Robert Boms has shewn, that within die 
limits and ideas cf the rustic life of Aftreountijy, 
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fie couia find an exhibition of the moral interests 
<$f human nature, suffideiitly varied to serve aa 
the brbad and sure foundation of an excellent 
superstructure of poetry. I would there were 
moi^e to chuse their sites with equal wisdoraf, 
mtd lay their foundations equally deep; but I 
am half i^id you may be inclined to turn the 
Idaf, fttid to compare my harangue with that of 
IDdn Quixote over the Acorns and the Golden 
^Age. ^ 

You will admits however, that my theme is 
a noble one, and that the scene whi^h suggested 
it was eminently noble I wish, from die bat- 
torn of my soul, you had come this tour with 
me, and so sipared me the trouble of sending you 
%hese written accounts of things which it woidd 
have given you so much greater delight to se^ 
with your own eyes for yourself. I wish, above 
aH, my dear Williams, you had been present 
with me at this closing scene of the Scottish Sa- 
crament-Sabbath, the only great festival of their 
religious year. You would then have seen what 
a fine substitute the^e Presbyterians have found 
in the stirring up of their own simple spirits, by 
such simple stimulants, for all the feasts, fasts, 
and holiday s-^yes, and for all the pcunpous rites 
and phservanees with whi^h these are cdebrated 
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*-of the church from which they have djosen 86 
widely to separate themselves. You would have 
seen, (for who that has eyes to see, and heart to 
feel, could have been blind to it?) that the aus- 
terities of the peculiar doctrinal system to whiA 
they adhere, have had no power to chill or coun- 
teract the ardours of that religious sentiment 
whidi they share with all that belong to the 
wide-spread £tmily of Christians. You would 
have seen how compatible are all that we usually 
speak of as their faults, with every thing that we 
could wish to see numbered] among the virtues 
<rfa Christian people. You would have seen it 
in the orderly aTid solemn guise of their beha.- 
viour— r-you would have heard it in the deep and 
thrilling harmony of their untaught voices, when 
they lifted them all up together in that old tune 
which immemorial custom has set apart for the 
last Psalm sung upon this sacred day,-^a tune 
which is endeared to them by the memory of 
those from whose attachment its designation is 
derived, still more than by the low and affecting 
swell of its own sad composing cadences — ** liie 
plaintive Martyrs, worthy of the name"* — 



♦ This tune is a great favourite all over the west of Scot- 
land, and was so among the ancient Covenanters, as the 
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Tbe faint choral falls o£ this antique melody, 
breathed by such a multitude of old and young, 
dilFused a kind of holy charm over the tall whis- • 
pering groves and darkening fields around — a 
thousand times more grand and majestic than 
all the gorgeous stops of an organ ever waken- 
ed in the echoing aisles of a cathedral. There 
was a breath of sober enduring heroism in its 
long-repeated melancholy accents^*— which vseem- 
ed to fall like a sweet evening dew upon all the 
hearts that drank in the sacred *murmurs. A 
fresh sunset glow seemed to mantle in the palest 
cheek arpuni^ me — ^and every old. and hagard 
eye beamed once more with a fayewell splendour 
of enthujsiasm^ while the air into which it look- 
ed up, trembled and was enriched with the clear 
solemn muaic of the departed devout. It seem* 
ed asiif the hereditary strain connected all that 
sat upon those grassy tombs in bonds of stricter 
kindred with all that slept beneath them — ^and 



nam^ imports, .and the stanza to which it is usually sung in 
their schools-i- 



'' This is the tone the Martyrs sang 
When they^ condemned to die» 

Did stand all at the gallows-tree. 
Their <5t)d ta gitmfy." 
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tke pureflune of their €hri»tiaii lave Asm^^td^y 
I doubt not, a new ami innocent fervour &omff 
the deeply- atirred embers of their ancestral fMtyi^ f 

♦ ♦ ♦ *•*-.. 

^>^". ..... v^a 



. ..... ..^,0 ,:4i 

I had with some difficulty secured- fbrnqrseifv^ 
a lodging at the little inn of the village,' <for the '. 
Manse tras so Med that the hospitable owner>^' 
could not offer me any accommodation tbei^)^'<!( 
and I was preparing at the dose of the Sen^ce*tDi' . 
seek shdter benea^ -its tempting sign-post*^ ' 

*' Porter^ Ale, and British Spirits-^ 
Painted bright between twa trees :** ' ' • ' * 

Butoneoftheneighbouringgentlemen,(aSirr7«-»^ ,^ 
— ,) had, it seems, seen me in several p«r%s dftxl v? 
ring the spring, at Edinburgh, and h^jriowfj^e.^i^ 
up, introduced himsdf to me, and request vf\^^ r^ 
to qpend the night at his mansioi^ where he.$j^. .^ 
I sti^ould be quite as welcome,, ^n4 fBiJ^ttJ^ jsjpm j > 
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oMafiirtobre than at the pubfie-house. * Tfaem 
ms something so very frank in the address of 
the Baronet, that I iimnediatdy accepted of hi? 
invitation^ and as the liBNlies had already takesi 
the carriage home with them, we proposed to 
walk across the fields — ^leaving John to bring up^ 
the shandrydan at his leisure. Our way lay at 
first up one of those beautiful narrow glens, co- 
vered on^ all sides with copse-wood, which are 
everywhere so common in this romantic coun- 
try. A rude foot-path (!rept along the i^de of 
the bum, ftom which the glen takes its name, 
croisfied and^ diftded at e^&ty step by some pim- 
jeeting arm of the hmuriant woods thi^ asceiid 
fi^cmi its edge^ up^ die airy height of the over-ca-^ 
ncpying bank. Here we walked in i»lenee and 
single,, for thetpatii was too narrow to admit of 
our [»0oeeding side by side-^ruminfttingr I he^ 
lieve^ with equal seriousness on all ^e afiecting^ 
circumstances of the solemnity we had been wit- 
nessing. We sat down, however, for a consi- 
derai^le time, upon a log of newly cut oak, 
when we had readied the other extriemity of ~^ 
the' glen, and" talked ourselves into a familiar- 
ity that might almost be caUed a fiiendship ere 
we rose again. To say the truth, I was more 
than I- lean " wiir^express ddighted, to ftiid tAat 
the fine diaracter of this religious peasantry is 
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r^gnrdedas it ought to be by af; lea^ j(»i|}€^:#C 
their superiors. It is not always tb&t w^. &a^ 
men of higher rank, and more refined habits al^ 
to get over the first and extcirnal r^dw^*^. 
which sometimes. cover so ^upb (rf real purity^ 
and elevation in the manners of tbose/bon^lc^^ 
tbein^ This g^ntjeman^^ however, japjjearfeiJBr 
bav^ studied these good people with itfep ^y^^ 
an elder, brpther, or a pfirei^t, rather tlwi fmik 
anything of the u$ual ari^tocratical indil^^cenifje 
^-*aa indifferepce-j by the way* whi«h,W&s ww 
l^nown to our ancestors, . and wbkbJ #tf* 
am<»)g the aristocracy of the present daj^^ljia^ 
dm^ I regard it aa poiore likely tban.any^i^g 
else tp wealien* in the hearts of the peaMitfigr^ 
tSiose feelings, of old hereditary attachm^l:* fall 
which so poor a substitute is found or sougli^ x6k 
the flimsy t would-be liberal theories of the day. 
Sir -r-r-.talked of th^e jrural worthies m if tiww, 
virtues, in his eyesi, were the de3i3est omamM^ 
of aU his pofiise8$ions*--and ^repeated with ^^ijoud , 
eiathusiasm, an es;pression of a Scottish mitlk^' 
tvhich I feel io be true no less than yo\k wift 9^x 
mit;.it to be beautiful, — " It wouldtl^e^ lo«g^- 
line," said he, " to sound the d^tteafi 9.:g9ey^ 
hfu^?d gcQttisb p^»9ant^ bwrt,!' . . //^ 

Walking onwards we spon reached another .Ibrf^ 
tl« hamlet, at which its inhabitants had akead)r ar- 
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tmA^ftem tile ohttroh; by aotne nearer yrajfrrfsV 
we could perceive here tocl there, as we paase^ 
through it, some old goodman standing by him^ 
self in his little garden, or reposing with liis wife 
and children upon isome of the low stoile^seats, 
with which the doors of their cottages are always 
flanked. It was a delightful thing to see the 
still thankful fkces of these old people, enjoying 
the rich evening breath of the roses arid sr^reet- 
briar, clustering about their windows — ^and the 
s(rft drowsy hum of their bee-hives. But here 
and there it was a still more delightful thing to 
hear, through the low door of the cottage, the so- 
lemn notes of a psalm sung by the family, or the 
deep earnest voice of the master of the house- 
hold reading the Bible, or praying with his child- 
ren and servants about him. " On the evenings 

of Saturday and Sunday,'* said Sir , " these 

fine sounds are sure to proceed from every coU 
house in these villages — so that here every father 
is, in a certain sense, the Priest of his House. 
But among the goodmen, there are not wanting 
some who renew them every night of the week 
-*and that in my youth was still more general- 
ly the custom." It is thus that the habitual spi- 
rit of devotion is kept up, and strengthened from 

VOL. III. Y 
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jpeiir to year among tliese primitive people. These 
totters afils priests indeed, 

*' Detached from pleasure and to love of gain 
* Superior, insusceptible of prtd^; 
And by ambitious longings «ndi£|tttrbed. 
Men whose delight is where their duty leads 
Or fixes them ; Whose least ^tingfiUhed day 
Skmes tviih some poriion of that heavenly lustre^ 
Which makes the Sabbath hvely iuth^ sight 
Ofbksud angels, pUyng human cares,** 

p. M. 
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LETTER LXXVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



I sPE>rr a very pleasant night at the Baron- 
et's — sleeping in a fine old vaulted bed chamber, 
in one of the towers of his castle, from the win- 
dow of which I had a command of one of the 
most beautiful tracts of scenery I have ever seen 
in Scotland. Close beneath, the narrow little 
glen was seen winding away with its dark woody 
cliffs, and the silver thread of its burn here and 
there glittering from under their impending 
masses of rock and foliage. At the far-off ex- 
tremity, the glen opens into the wider valley of 
the larger stream, from which the whole district 
takes its name — of this, too, a rich peep was af- 
forded — and its fields and woods again carried 
the eye gradually upwards upon the centre of a 
range of mountains, not unlike those over the 
DetiPs Bridge — ^hoary and craggy, traced all over 
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ynth the winter paths of innumerable now silent 
torrents. 

I walked out before breakfast, and bathed in one 
of the pools of the bum — a beautiful round natu- 
ral basin, scooped out immediately below a most 
picturesque waterfall, and shaded all around with 
such a canopy of hazels,alders,andmbuntain ashes, 
as might have fitted it to be the chosen resort of 
Diana and all her nymphs. Here I swam about 
enjoying the luxury of the clear and icy stream, 
^ I heard a large bfsll ring,. which I suppose 
Wa9 meant oniy to rouse, thev siegers, for when 
I J^iad hurried on my clotlies^ in the. idjea, that its 
f^ was to breakfast, and ru^ up the hill with an 
^g^isy which i^thing but my bajth coul^ have 
enaUed me to d,isplay — I founc]^ the break^t- 
]^a;rlour quite diverted— mot even the doth laid. 
By and; bye, however, the whole magnificent 
parephamalifi of a Scoljtish d^tun^were brought 
in...^e&mily assembled from their several cham- 
bers-*and we fell to work in high style. In ad- 
diltion to the usual articles, we had strawberries, 
which the Scots eat wth an enormous quantity 
of cream — and, of course, a glass of good whisky 
was rendered q^ite excuseable, in the ^yes of a 
ynedical man, by this indulgence. 

After breaki^ the Baronet informed m^ that 
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fhe Saorament was not yet over ; dnd that ire 
must all to church again once more. As thfe 
Sunday (Set apart^ ibr this great festival is precec 
ded by several days of preparatory worships m^ 
in order to break cff the impression produced bj^ 
its solemnities, and allow of an easier faH mtb 
the ordinary oohcems of life, the day immediatei- 
ly following it is also (Considered as in some me^ 
mjfe a hdy (ine— ^its observances, however, b^mg 
conducted with a less ptofoutid air of Seriousnesii^ 
and its evening devoted to a kind of pleasant 
and innocent relaxatiori 6t ttind, rather iban^to 
any studious preservation df the austere tod tine, 
remitting spittt dSf ^etotidiij exercised on die 
^her days eohhdeted with the ceremony. Thete 
are two serihons, for sermdnsttre gt^t Inxums 
in the ey^e^ of the Scottish {ifeasantry, and thef 
call iiever have too ixiiU^ bf them. But after ithe 
sermons areover, it is ejt^eded that sober miiHA 
shall occupy thd l^elst of the eveming* So to, in 
[diort, iheii' Monday after the Sacranient j&ay be 
considered a6 bearing some r6seml4ance to cnif 
style of keepings Easter-^Moniday. 

We went to chi!irdhf, therefore, and heard two 
sermons^^Uyr ralh^ I shouM s&y to the chuveb^ 
yard'— ^for both preachers addressed us from the 
twt. The shandrydan was drawn up among the 
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tftib^ Inehicles to tli6 ri^t of thef mltiisteir^ aMi 
I' flatter myself cut a very kncfwing attdnot^ 
yel appearance there — but John would t^ i«> 
mesms occupy his place in it during ilie sermtmi^, 
hflfving akeady, as he s^id, bad b cc^iousKbelljr^ 
Ml df that sort of diet And yet he thighl-hMNi 
hild aimisement as well dis edtfieation; had'h^ laSi 
tile grace to listen-r^fin: one of the presjeh^ff l^Nii 
omrtainly aa comical an wiginal^ in his wAy, bbI 
kaveev^ chanced to meet wit^. Hewas^att <M; 
man, with a fine rotund firiais-Uke physiogrioni;yv- 
wbieb, for & time/h^ in vain attepupted to dothe 
with the true Fresbyti^ian saturnity of ^presr 
8t0n« But after he had faiily got i^to the tteead 
of^his discourse^ there was no occasion ^"4x1 
muchxx>nstraint-^the naore jovial and ^aroaatie 
ibe language of his countenance, the better- did 
it faarmoniaos \yith the language of his tongues 
Tlus waa a genuine relic of that old joking school 
erf* Puritans, pf whose jdov^uen^eso mmy chbioe 
specimens have been preserved l^y oert^n ma-: 
licious aotij^pi^rianp. With hipi ev^iy admomi^ 
tinn was conveyed ii| the form pf ^: banter^-u. 
every one o£ his illustration^, of howey^- s^ricHis 
aiwlbstet^ was evidently meant ^to excite som^f 
thing ]i]ge a ^miie on the cheeks of U^ik^m% i 
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aMl^asif ieiurfiiitbttt ^e sermon itsdfdtijght^]^) 
tW( sfiBty of i^rth; the old genttetnoKi: took omt; 
to interrupt it every now and.then^ and address* 
sonseiftptaUy ^s^tanporaHeous cebiike or expost^rj 
latioiii to JSOHoe of the little noisy lads wd.lM9Wf 
ib0t wffe^hovering ground tbeontskiite of rtbie^. 
Oongregntbn. A& he has the diaraoter q£ liemgi 
a tgreat. divine, acid an eminently deVjout maifi in, 
U^^own pm*S(H]^ ,this peculiarity of bia fnafiner, 
yisodnped no want, of re&pectfulnes3 in tine fiMjEQS^ 
4Pd attitudes of his au^toM ; but, ooe.ths o^i^iv 
inaryi even theigrimmest of the.elderiaood sieocttir 
ed t to permit their stem and iron cheeks to ynAxui 
kk'ifito a solemn grin^ at the oonchislon of i^lrj^ry 
pvafgvaph. . As for the youngs damsda of tho^ 
coottti^, they 'tittered soaridaloualy: fltrsoosoiof 
Aeodarsfst of his jokcekr-fha severest crf!:Whidi^. 
indeed^ were almost all leydled against; theii! b«tl 
passion for. dress, finery, and gadding ahmt faintf 
markets, and saeraments: Haquoted not a few! 
texts against these fine ladies, wbick» I takei^ 
might have faeai quoted with greater justice-and 
pFcqmety.againstothersmoi^worthyofthfi^naim^ 
floweirer, .canity is.perhapsmore.an equal fmr 
session of:rich and;poor, than one might h^ibpk 
to ima^e^and I thought I could see sc»n( lit- 
^ 3 
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ttel^inptDDitf ofithe&ilittg iaioto oli prca^HT 
hitrwelF, i^hen he obipir^^ this JespeetebkwMen* 
duice of gmti7 in thCTr cquipagesHHibova 4ifl, 
between cfondm, wbea Im,^^ nrtiscl^*! Ife 
ittomial ttnd aiiydegaM^ of tiie wdbamdugd^ 
rfwndiydlii* I nothing qoettiim ^bk jmm tbe 
fll«t tiole ii tttft-pveMhii^ in Swdaod ^ima-eptr 
Uflteiied to by one seated in such a T«)iidia< J||- 
deed> if they bcntbw it fi»fn me, asldc^^ much 
d0«iAit tbpy iviU, I should not be^ a whsli^apriwd 
to&d them diangingi HU Mone ud idhiiattKihq^ 
it A P£TSK, inhonoarof theindividaai^thtri^lli^ 
taroducedits beauties itoiheiffallentiom ^ 

, That nothing nigfat heaiviQptkg.te ocubpl^e 
a^ icdea of the Tf|iole of the sdene^ tha>s^fet»r 
tow w good fbtojsk meitoi'diBb atitt^f/JMbmao 
gftie 4ihe»stemon^: 9aidL--%mi^^'j»iiB tadndedf in 
the in^rifittion. We.bolhii«<leptea> wdieatli^i 
have Very aeldom ^itt^a dinner wiiieh I 'shoald 
ha;Me been meve( sorry toifaave nnsied. .^i^donH; 
itiean 6s' to the viandcl m t>articiilto, siithoUfo^ 
Umbo tdoirtre not atall'toihe siwMEedaL' 9%eee 
mwMpk^holb^^ deIic;|oas£inpd:Df 

««|>:'<]t|ite <peeuliar tO' Se^tlandv hot moftApyi^ 
hfing ili^bduaid into the '^eipy fktst Jcaf cif'ithe 
'AhMmmkdefOmu^nands. Itlis madeof 4«iitcm 
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<^ghMii pwM, how^a, bcilpg I tlunk tbe |Mre« 
diymiMkit item; Tfa^re was a djiih c^ Ih4I^> iufi4 
aM<^er of boroited^ bemng9 from' Jjoch Fyne-^ 
«iSI a«Mtre jrou I thmktbia fish is superior h^^ 
to d&ytJiing I hate met with in Wales: Thi?]^ 
WBra<no led) than Hitee sheep's-heads singed in 
^rhf^, which I W9 sure you wpuld li]s:e» with 
the addUtion of a little Harrey* There wivs. 
pnoie^ old'j nofttttoii, whi<^ the. miqister's' wife 
took oaife^to tdU 0se<had been lient by Lady -^-^-p^. 
liasdy, ihffl'e was a whole* v^mmA of goose^ 
berry pye§~and as mueh cream in bowls of jsU 
naes ds would havi drowned AldenBan Curtis^^ 
thqu^ I doiiM: know, if that worthy hi^ight were 
vedkiiced to the Duke of Qaraice*s ^h<M^i wh^ 
thep this would ^be the Hquor in which he would 
prefti* to be es^gtiisbecUr-' 

• ^' I4ke a #ih oSketb a^wh^nm smolherVl ifx cveain/' 

. After 4imi w ( whi(^ lasted a considerable time, 
ftad was done fiill justice to by^all present,) w^ 
hful^afew bottles of excellent port and sherry^ 
md: then two puncb*bowls were introduced. 
The one was managed by our host himself at the 
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head of the table, (iw'hy Ms iij^ hi^^i&^hmi^ 
deptauied) ood^the other, at the l^wer eKtmtiU^ 
acknowledged the sWay of the samejcdttkivioi^ 
tori have jtlst been desmbing, who^ad nofiir biec^ 
advancied to the pre-emineheib of cmpupi^ri sTSbe- 
bowl at th^ topwas {iresentiy fiUedwith iM mbU^ 
ky toddy-^that at'the bottom with the^genoinerf 
Glasj^ow mixture^ m compmmdiiig> whitii^oiiif^ 
CFoiipier displayed talents of^ the very hi^est or^ . 
da^. By Mid'bye, %e wen all.ifi a iMie^dsmd^^ 
ingtnerrimesit, ahhotrgh mitfaiiig tauWbeiMrtf 
moderate than the measure; of our iridulgoMedT 
The eonversatiion 6f the mimsteiis ^ was est^mxiy^ 
pietukesque 'and am^ing, ahd opened up' to me 
new glfatipses at every turn, mto the > whole ^f^' 
netrafia of their own existence and that ef'timr 
pkiishioneiis.' * They seeihediSaft t6> bemisiM: wcinf' 
thy persons, ]bnt nothing eould be more striking 
than the diversity in their carriage and demeim* 
oim Our host - himself, whose pale meditirdve 
face I have before jnoticed, seemed unable to • 
shake from him so much as heicould have wisl^^ 
ed the load of those official anxieties Mrhitk had 
been burthening his mind during so manyday^ 
cif exertion. He sat; therefore, with i^tl«er titi 
absent m in the midst of u$, and smiHrig iotAe^ . 
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timds quite at the'wK)hgnif(>ment. Some ofhis 
frMtids ' ^^^per& oid-w^ome young-^some ; sUea^y; * 
disrposed^^^Dtne talkative. Some of tberii-seem-r 
ed to think it necessary or proper to. be' very 
spuifihg injtli^ir indulgenee eron^ of laugbter^u^ 
aldilrm^Sit wai^easy tci iieetbat the jakk vhicb 
wercgoijig w^e not lost upon ^ them. Theionly 
things they all agreed in was enjoying prodigi**' 
ottsly th^ good things of the reverend croapier, 
who ^really opened a budget^h^t ivkioid'ikiakir 
Mattliewsi br Baafxn&ter ridk ffatrtwdve monthar 
Amoijfg Qfther things he gave us song upon song 
-¥one £ got a €opy: o^i* which' I liiced very weliJ 
I4;is < wrjtten by himdelf, and expresses nolhing 
btttthfe.ttaieieeliugg cf£ths mm^rrSox beis.^greal^ 
spovtoimuir^talthiMigh that'paift of bis <^ 
not: qidte to the taste of the p^santry, But I . 
feiar yoij. will form biit.a vieiy ijiad!Pi(|u((te^iH>tiott; 
of the ti^at it afforded us, wanting thi^ preeipuii ; 
acoompanimeuta of the good uw«'s finii el^ap pipe* . 
and the liveliness of the air itself, which #a( one 
I »ev^r heard belbrek^but shall endeavour, to firo^ ^ 
car©^ fi>r you. As for the woteds* I think .they ^ 
aie not defipi^nt cither in f pidt or ebameteiwH ? 
tb^y might ajiiiost Mve been i^ tibe 

gr$»l*]3u(^lic JaiQi^ofEttrick. , r 
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THE SHOOTING MINISTER. 

When inclined for a sbot, I am up with Aurora, ' 
. My jacket li^ ready«--inj buckings are brief; 
I speak not a word at the Manse to the snorers^ 

But whistle to Juno, and off- like a thief. 
I leave dykes and hedges, and up to the mmrlands. 

That stretch out so tempting, so brown, and so wide ; 
To me they are rich lands that others think poor lands. 

As I stf Ik o'er the heather 'in freedom and pride. 

I grudge not. my time, nor of powder am chary, 

But roam, looking sharp after Juno's white back : 
'Mong'tbe fidws and the rough bits she scuds like a fairy, 

But| when fixed, she's like marble' to wait for the crtiok : 
It may shower — it may shine— or the big clouds may sever^ 

And drift with long shadows o'er mountain and fell. 
Bat Ae mohr-cocks still find that I'm their Fail*me-nevert 

Nor will finish the day till I've ticUqd them well. 

When I spy at a distance a smoke gently curlings 
I can guess tluit some gudewife'i small cottage is ne^ ; 

She knows that the Minister brings nothing sinisteri 
And beckons me in to partake of her cheer. 

Her cheese k most ridi, aUid'her cakes are deliofous, 
And a glass with dear sparkle comclodes the repast ; 

O, long could I s!t-«-but my wife is capricious— 

• And home to the Manse I must trudge away fast* 

About nine o'dock yre all departed.' I was 
pressed very heartily to return ta Sir — — ^s, 
but prefened, m sfAise of the hour, to proeeed 
back to Glasgow, as I bad been losing mm^e 
time than I couldi well affij^d alre^y. Before 



Digitized by 



Google 



OLD MQHTALITY. *40 

I mounted the shandrydan, however; I enjoyed 
a rich treat in witnessing the departure of the 
several Ministers for their respective halntations; 
— ^their visit being now concluded with this last 
not disagreeable p^rt of the ceremonial. Some 
trudged away on foot, lightly bounding under 
the g^tle and m<)derate influenceiii of an inspi^- 
ration, than which clothing can be more im^o* 
cent, 

■ ■ » l ap fJLtrftcjf ex9«i. 

Others had their nags in readiness ; and among 
these w^as my good friend the Croupier. I for- 
got to m^ition that he had aiso his wife with 
him, but she now added very much to the efifeet 
of the farewell glimpse I had of him. They 
both rode on the sm^ horse, which, indeed, had 
length of back been tibe seie requisite^ might 
easily have accon^modated a still larger coiKipany; 
The divine, of course, occupied the saddle before^ 
but ere he mounted, his wife pinned up the skirtis 
of his coat in a most careful manner, under his 
arms, in order, I suppose, to prevent them from 
catching any injury from the somewhat-rough 
and tufted grey coat of Old Mortality, for that 
was liie name c^the ^aumal. Alas ! how diffei'ent 

4 
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from the fih^, smooth^ milk-white coat of its sy- 
nonyfti, the inimitable Old Mortality bestrode 
by the more knowing limbs of my friend John 
Ballantyne, in Edinburgh! Such as it was, off they 
were at a round trot, the old lady shaking and jolt- 
ing on her blue carpet-covered cushion behind 
her spouse, and he sitting firm upon his saddle, in 
a most bold and manly, if not in a graceful man- 
ner. Before thfey departed, however, the Crou- 
pier called loudly for the stirrup-cup, of which I 
also having partaken ascended the shandrydan, 
and followed in the wake of this inimitable cou- 
ple. Our roads separated after a little way, and 
^e Minister turned up into a narrow cauntry- 
road, wbile I continued in the line of the king's 
highway. I heard him shouting out after I 
thought he had been out of sight, and looking 
back, saw him grinning a parting smile over the 
shoulder of his better half, and heard his vale- 
dictory joke, — " Post equitem sedet atra cura:' 
The joke was, perhaps, not a new one ; but one 
cannot expect every thing at once. 



Miss Currle received and detains me with her 
kindest smiles ; but on Thursday-— my purposes 
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GLASGOW STEAM-BOAT. 351 

are inflexible— oil Thursday I am off for Rothe- 
say, The weather seems to promise charmingly ; 
^o I look for a delicious trip in the steam-boat. 
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